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Professor: Clark Pomerleau, Ph.D. 

Email: Clark.Pomerleau@unt.edu 

Mail Box: Wooten Hall 225 

[Phone: 565-4214, but not a fast way to contact] 

Office: Wooten Hall 234 

Office Hours:  Thu 11 AM - 1:50 PM and by appt 
 

 

See Blackboard site for TA names and contact information. 

https://ecampus.unt.edu/webct/entryPage.dowebct 

 

 

COURSE GOALS: Students will use the textbooks, course and book website materials, lectures, and class 

activities to demonstrate that they understand facts and chronology of U.S. history. They will be able to 

identify significant people and evaluate causation and consequences in U.S. history. Students will analyze 

and interpret primary documents and demonstrate historical writing by composing responses that argue 

points with evidence and organization. 

 

BLENDED COURSE: This course combines lectures, in-class media and games, on-line quizzes, in-class 

exams, out-of-class projects, group work, and library assignments, so that students experience being a 

historian and develop research skills, writing, organizing, and group leadership. Group work increases 

active participation, which enhances student retention and success by developing analytical skills and 

developing cooperative relationships with other students.  

 

ASSIGNMENTS & GRADING: TOTAL POINTS = 675 
Remaining in this course makes it one of your part-time jobs (along with other classes, paid and unpaid 

labor). I expect you to act professionally by showing up for work, doing your job in class, and doing 

assigned out-of-class work. Most jobs require you to work with others. Likewise, here you do in-class 

group work and group assignments. Treat other classmates and group members professionally. If you 

have problems with someone, tell me your concerns, so we can solve the problem. 

1. Reading: Foner, Give Me Liberty, Benjamin, A Student’s Guide to History (ed. 10 or 11), and 

Blackboard readings. 

2. Quizzes: 300 points 

 Nearly weekly online about Foner chapters 15-26 (20pts each) 

 In class about Syllabus & Academic Dishonesty, A Students Guide to History, and “Mirror with a 

Memory.” (20pts. each) 

3. Exam 1 (100pts) and Exam 2 (100pts) 

4. Group Projects: 50pts. 

     Library Assignment: 25 (initially graded on 100 pt. scale) 

  Photos Power Point:  25 (initially graded on 100 pt. scale) 

5. Individual Projects: 125 points 

  Photos Questions and Summary 25 (initially graded on 100 pt. scale)  

  What’s the Deal Profile & Summary 100 

 

REQUIRED RESOURCES 

Online: Check that you can see these online by Monday, August 31. 

 Vista 4.2 Blackboard class website: http://ecampus.unt.edu/webct/entryPage.dowebct 

  Enter your EUID and password. You may also register with your access code to use the eBook 

resources. For Vista Helpdesk: vista@unt.edu , 940-565-2324, ISB room 119. 

  Foner online readings, outlines, etc.: http://www.wwnorton.com/college/history/foner2/ 

Textbooks: Buy these by Monday, August 31. Read assignments by the beginning of class. 

 Eric Foner, Give Me Liberty!: An American History, vol 2 (2
nd

 Seagull ed.). 

 Jules R. Benjamin, A Student’s Guide to History (10
th
 or 11

th
 edition fine) 
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COURSE SCHEDULE: Note—Lectures give information beyond Foner’s chapters. All on-line quizzes over 

Foner may be taken open book, and must be completed by 11:59 PM the Sunday after that week’s classes. 

 

WEEK OF READING 

Thu. Aug. 26 Introduction to Course. Lecture: Manifest Destiny and Slavery 

  

1 Aug. 31-Sep.2 READ: Foner ch.15—Reconstruction. Benjamin ch. 1-2.  

  DUE: Ch.15 Quiz 1 (online) 

 Lectures: Civil War Interest- Reconstruction; N. Big Business & the Shaping of Norms. 

  

2 Sep. 7-9  READ: Foner ch.16—Gilded; Benjamin ch. 3 plus pp. in ch. 4 on “Avoiding 

Plagiarism,”  Acts of Dishonesty & plagiarism.org links (see below at Academic 

Dishonesty & Plagiarism)     DUE: Ch.16 Quiz 2 

 Lecture continued. 

Thu. =  Quiz 3 on Syllabus & Academic Dishonesty, no book/notes, in class. Lecture ahead. 

  

3 Sep. 14-16  READ: Foner ch.17—Boundaries. Benjamin ch. 4-5. DUE: Ch.17 Quiz 4 

Tue. = Assign Groups. Lecture: Frontier 1860s-1900s 

Thu. = Frances May: How to do historical research at Willis Library 

 Quiz 5 on Benjamin, A Students Guide to History, open book in class.  

  

4 Sep. 21-23  READ: Foner ch.18—Progressives. DUE: Ch.18 Quiz 6 

Tue. = Lecture: Imperialism 1870s-1900s.      DUE: Facilitator’s group contact sheet. 

Thu. = Meet at 1
st
 flr tables to right of Willis library entrance → Library Assignment work 

 

5 Sep. 28-30  READ by Tue.: “Mirror with a Memory” article.  

Tue. = Quiz 7 on “Mirror with a Memory” chapter, closed book in class. Riis lecture and 

discussion. Go over Photos Project. 

Thu. = DUE: Library Assignment. Lecture: World War I 

 

6 Oct. 5-7  READ: Foner ch.19—WWI. READ: Instructions & Photos Project bibliog.. 

  DUE: Ch.19 Quiz 8    (Thu.. DUE: Photos Project Group Power Point) 

Tue. = Lecture continued. 

Thu. = Lecture: Demobilization and 1920s (may drop students with WF for nonattendance) 

 DUE: Photos Project Group Power Point 

  

7 Oct. 12-14  READ: Foner ch.20—1920s. DUE: Ch.20 Quiz 9 (Thu. Indiv. Photo Q…) 

Tue. = Exam 1 in-class review 

Thu. = DUE: Individual Photos Questions & Summary. Lecture: Great Depression. 

  

8 Oct. 19-21  Prepare for Exam 1 

Tue. = Instructor and TAs available in their offices for individual or small-group review 

Thu. = EXAM 1, closed book/notes, in class 

 

  

9 Oct. 26-28   READ: Foner ch.21—Depression. READ: Instructions for What’s the Deal. 

  DUE: Ch.21 Quiz 10 

Tue. = Great Depression lecture continued. Explain What’s the Deal & assignment 

Thu. = Students play What’s the Deal. (Start research for What’s the Deal Individual Project.) 
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10 Nov. 2-4  What’s the Deal Projects 

Tue. = Students meet by character. 

Thu. = On your own to do library research for Individual What’s the Deal Profile & Summary 

  

11 Nov. 9-11  READ: Foner ch.22—WWII. DUE: Ch.22 Quiz 11 

Tue. = Lecture: World War II 

Thu. = DUE: Individual What’s the Deal Profile & Summary. Peter Jennings Special, 

Hiroshima: Why the Bomb was Dropped 1994, 69min. 

  

12 Nov. 16-18  READ: Foner ch.23—Cold War. DUE: Ch.23 Quiz 12 

Tue. = Lecture & Class Participation: Governmental Policies for Postwar Prosperity 

Thu. = Lecture: Civil Rights (last day may drop students for non-attendance) 

  

13 Nov. 23-25  READ: Foner ch.24—1950s. DUE: Ch.24 Quiz 13 

Tue. = Lecture: Camelot and the Great Society  

Thu. = No Class: Thanksgiving Holiday 

  

14 Nov. 30-Dec. 2 READ: Foner ch.25—1960s. DUE: Ch.25 Quiz 14 

Tue. = Lecture: Vietnam 

Thu. = Lecture: Activism & Feminisms. Exam 2 review sheet passed out. 

  

15 Dec. 7-9  READ: Foner ch.26. DUE: Ch.26 Quiz 15 

Tue. = Lecture: Beginnings of Neoliberalism 

Thu. = Exam 2 Review 

 

Finals Thursday, December 16 1:30 p.m. - 3:30 PM 

http://essc.unt.edu/registrar/schedule/fall/final.html 

 

 

REQUIREMENTS 

1. Class conduct: Attendance is mandatory and your responsibility to every lecture and in-class event. 

Group out-of-class meetings also require attendance. Absences are excused with documentation of a 

university-sanctioned reason (including doctor’s or employer’s notes). 

 Students are expected to be prepared, be civil to everyone in the room, and show respect for the 

discussion of ideas. Do reading and assignments in preparation for class, bring readings and your notes on 

them to each class, take notes on lecture, and participate in in-class exercises. Do not create distractions 

such as side conversations, cell phone usage, looking at or listening to things that do not pertain to class, 

packing up to leave early. Because UNT is a heavily commuter campus, it is occasionally impossible to 

be on time. If you are late or must leave early, come in or go quietly.  

2. Email & Blackboard: Please check your UNT email account or forward it to an account you use in 

case of course announcements. Check Blackboard regularly for course announcements. 

3. Weekly Quizzes: A quiz on each Foner chapter will appear on Blackboard under Assessments. Finish 

each quiz by 11:59pm Sunday of its week. You may take the quiz three times within an hour timeframe. 

The highest score becomes your grade. 

4. Group Projects: (a) Choose a name for your group based on U.S. history after 1865 (person, place, 

group, event). Please be considerate of differences among people, so you do not choose something 

insensitive to race/ethnicity, gender, etc.  

(b) Choose a facilitator by democratic vote. The facilitator types up a sheet where the top line is the 

group’s number and chosen group name, next line is “facilitator,” her/his name, email address and phone 
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number, and then a separate line for each group member’s name, email address, and phone number. 

Facilitators should distribute that document to each member and the teaching assistants by Tuesday, 

September 21. S/he will encourage all members’ participation, keep a record of meeting attendance and 

work, distribute peer evaluations. S/he will compile group projects, use TurnItIn, and submit the group 

work. The facilitator will give a copy of all records to the teaching assistant. The facilitator may gain up 

to a half grade extra credit for the extra work depending on performance. 

5. Two Exams: Exams ask students to recall definitions, arrange chronology, pick and explain the 

significance of historical evidence, and form solid argumentation. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. Attend and participate in every class (at least through note-taking). 

2. Read and refer often to your course syllabus. 

3. Use a planner or PDA for deadlines. 

4. Visit the TA or professor in office hours to ask questions and get help. 

5. Keep up on reading, and prepare for exams and assignments rather than cramming. 

 

LATE WORK/MAKEUP POLICY: We conform to UNT’s policy of accepting documented excuses 

(doctor’s appointment, dean’s excuse, documented emergency, etc.), therefore if you get sick and miss an 

exam or quiz, see a doctor or nurse and bring that documentation in order to schedule a make-up. Contact 

Dr. Pomerleau or the teaching assistant immediately if you will miss a deadline. 

 

CHANGES TO SYLLABUS: The instructor may change the information contained in this course syllabus 

with advanced notice depending on the progress and needs of the class.  

 

ACADEMIC DISHONESTY  PLAGIARISM: Cheating and plagiarism are academic crimes that result in a 

failing course grade. You cheat by copying or providing answers, hints, or help to or from another 

student. You commit plagiarism if you use another person’s ideas or expression in your writing without 

acknowledging the source. If you quote without citing or put someone else’s ideas into your own words 

without crediting them, you plagiarize. By Fri., Sept. 9 read “Acts of Dishonesty” and 

“PLAGIARISMdotORG” including “read more sections:  

http://www.unt.edu/csrr/development/dishonesty.html                    http://www.plagiarism.org/ 

 

TURNITIN: The group facilitator will submit completed group assignments to TurnItIn on the course 

website by pasting the word file into the space provided. Save your work! Students agree by taking this 

course that all assignments are subject to submission for textual similarity review to TurnItIn. See: 

http://web2.unt.edu/cdl/TurnItIn/index.cfm?M=Students&SM=Access 

 

STUDENT ACADEMIC RESOURCES 
UNT Learning Center: http://www.unt.edu/lc/   Workshops on note-taking, study and review, test-taking 

UNT Student Writing Lab: http://www.unt.edu/writinglab/  Note calendar of workshops and exercises on 

grammar and style (including active not passive voice). 

History Help Center: Wooten 220, 940-565-4772, historyhelpcenter@unt.edu 

 

DISABILITIES ACCOMMODATIONS: Students with disabilities who want accommodations must register 

with the Office of Disability Accommodation. If you qualify for services through ODA, bring your letter 

of accommodation to me during the first week of classes. ODA is at the Union Suite 321, 940-565-4323.  


