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Clark A. Pomerleau, Ph.D. 
Email:  Clark.Pomerleau@unt.edu    Mail Box:  Wooten 225 
Office:  Wooten 234    Hours:  M/W 12:45 - 1:45pm and by appointment   
 
Course Description: This course introduces students to major developments in this field and the 
importance of teaching women and gender history through primary sources and experts’ essays. Centering 
female experience, we consider changes in social construction of gender categories and how gender has 
worked in relation to race, ethnicity, national origins, geography, class, sexuality, family relations, work, 
activism, and world views. We look at how variously gendered people have established, maintained, and 
disrupted power relations to change society. 
 
Learning Goals: Successful students will finish the semester having accomplished the following— 

1. They have participated actively in most class periods by answering at least one of the professor’s 
questions or asking a relevant question. 

2. Their verbal and written contributions showed understanding of chronology, historical narrative, 
intersectionality, and the use of historical evidence to create solid argumentation.  

3. They demonstrated through their written assignments that they read all or almost all assigned readings. 
4. They know the major developments in U.S. women’s and gender history and their significance. 
5. They considered how historical events overlap with and may have affected their family. 
6. They understand why the field is important to understanding history and current conditions. 

 
Requirements:  
1. Class conduct (100 points possible; 50 for weeks 1-8 & 50 for weeks 10-16): This course requires active 

participation to earn an A in class conduct, so that students contribute to each other’s learning. No points 
are assigned for just attending and soaking up the work the instructor and other students present. Bring 
your readings and notes from which to cite, answer questions to demonstrate reading comprehension, 
make comments relevant to the discussion, ask questions, and do any small in-class work. Please show 
respect for everyone in the room and for the discussion of ideas; do not engage in disruptive behavior 
(side conversations, cell phones, doing reading or work that does not pertain to class, etc.). 

  Because UNT is a heavily commuter campus, traffic can make students late. If you are late or must 
leave early, come or go quietly. In general, allow a reasonable maximum commute time. 

2. Timeline & reading response papers for weeks 1-4 (Points each: 50, 50, 100, 100): See Canvas for full 
directions and template on the timeline that will help us link historical events to our own people. Reading 
response papers cover all the readings for that topic. For each author, give their main points and assess 
how they use evidence. Cite pages numbers for any thought you paraphrase or quote. Give at least 1 
significance for gender history that connects the readings for that topic.  

3. Two take-home essay-based exams (300, 300 possible): The goal in written work is to demonstrate that 
you have read the assigned readings, taken notes on class media/guest speakers, written quality lecture 
notes and reviewed them, and know the significance of these aspects of the course for developing a 
coherent understanding of the history. Essays ask students to put together the skills they are developing 
in understanding chronology, historical narrative, and historical evidence and in forming solid 
argumentation. 

 
Course Readings: Get Kerber & de Hart, eds., Women’s America, 7th ed. (WA) before Jan. 30. Canvas (Can.) 
has required electronic readings. Readings are due by class on the date they are under; E.g., Hunter for Jan. 
16. ALWAYS bring the day’s readings and your notes on readings to class.  
  
Wk. Date Topic (pages) Readings in Women’s America or on Canvas  
1 M 1-14  Intro. & Overview of the Field 
 W 1-16  Discuss Can: Jane H. Hunter, “Gender and Sexuality” from Canvas. What does analyzing gender 

and sexuality contribute to history? [Wednesdays often include discussion of readings.] 
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 F 1-18 By 11:58pm turn in your Timeline to Canvas. [Directions are on Canvas & we discussed in class.] 
     Read through this SYLLABUS by today, including section on plagiarism 
 
2 M 1-21  Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day commemorating Civil Rights Activism – no class  
 Tu 1-22 By 5pm Turn in Response Paper 1 over (1)Hunter’s “Gender and Sexuality” + (2)WA: Gilmore 

368-78 & (3)Can: Alicia Garza, “A Herstory of the #BlackLivesMatter Movement,” (2014) 
http://blacklivesmatter.com/herstory/ (ca. 13pp) 

 W 1-23  Unfinished Reconstructions  
 
3 M 1-28  Assimilation  
 Tu 1-29 By 5pm Turn in Response Paper 2 over Pascoe, Zitkala-Sä, Kimmerer, Deerinwater 
 W 1-30 Discuss: WA: Pascoe 363-8, WA: Zitkala-Sä 356-60, Can: excerpts from Robin Wall Kimmerer, 

“Putting Down Roots,” Braiding Sweetgrass (2013), 254-67, Can: Jen Deerinwater, “Meet the 
Native Women at the Heart of the Dakota Access Pipeline Protests,” Wear Your Voice Magazine 
(Sept. 13, 2016), http://wearyourvoicemag.com/identities/feminism/meet-women-heart-dakota-
access-pipeline-protests (ca. 25pp) 

 
4 M 2-4 Dominant Fears, Women of Color & Immigrants’ Views 
 Tu 2-5 By 5pm Turn in Response Paper 3 over Yung, Orleck, Sklar 
 W 2-6 Discuss: all 3 WA: Yung 378-86, Orleck 386-402, Sklar 402-14 + pick 2 primary sources from: 

WA: Muller v. Oregon 415-416, WA: Pauline Newman 417-419, WA: Adkins v. Children’s Hospital 
431-2, Can: WNE Jones 143-147, Can: Schneiderman (2 options) 147-9, Can: NYTimes 149-
150, Can: ATT Creel 173-6, Can: ATT Ward 341-7 [also can be essay 1 readings] (ca. 20pp) 

 
[Starting material for Exam Essay 1 ↓] 

5 M 2-11  Immigration and Labor 1880-1930s 
 W 2-13 Activism for Reproductive Justice and Citizenship Rights 1870s-1930s  
  Discuss: 3 Can: 8WA Comstock Act 212, ATT Wm Sanger 349-53, & D&D Eastman 464. WA: 

Sanger 432-40, WA: Reagan 506-11. [essay 1 readings] (20pp) 
 
6 M 2-18 FILM: One Woman, One Vote (take notes for discussion & essay) 
  all 4 WA: Dubois 420-6, MacKenzie v. Hare 427-9, 19th Amendment 429-31, Cott 441-51. [essay 1 

readings] (21pp) 
 W 2-20 Film + Discuss 
 
7 M 2-25 From Activism to Interwar Dreams and Deals 1920-40 
 W 2-27 Discuss: WA: Ruiz 477-83, Cowan 484-92, Kessler-Harris 519-29, Can: 8WA Weber 492-502. 

[essay 1 readings] (35pp) 
 
8 M 3-4 WWII 
 W 3-6 Discuss: all WA: Matsumoto 537-43, Bailey & Farber 544-52, Milkman 553-65, both together on 

Can: WNE Women’s Bureau + Houston 308-11. [essay 1 readings] (22pp) 
 
9 M 3-11 through March 17 Spring Break – no class 
 
10 M 3-18 FILM: The Life and Times of Rosie the Riveter [essay 1] 
 W 3-20 FILM, Discussion, and Due: take-home Essay 1 (300pts): How did government laws and policies 

from 1900-1945 have gendered effects? Consider a combination of government-related issues 
that lets you explain them and cover effects for women’s roles, men’s roles, and opportunities by 
gender for the whole period: labor, reproductive issues, citizenship, suffrage, the ERA in the 
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1920s, New Deal policies, WWII policies. Use at least 8 of the following from weeks 5-10: 
readings and the documentaries. Use at least 3 references to lecture/discussion. (ca. 1500 words) 

 
11 M 3-25 Postwar (Ab)normalcy 
 W 3-27 Discuss: WA: Cahn 598-606, then all Can: WNE Farnham & Lundberg, Collier 312-18, “Time 

Covers…” 374-6, Serlin 384-93, McEnaney 448-54. [essay 2] (34pp) 
 
12 M 4-1  Civil Rights Roots of Intersectionality 
 W 4-3 Discuss: all 4 WA: Swerdlow 617-30, WA Payne 631-34, WA Murray 635-44, Can: WNE 

Robinson + Moody 218-23. [essay 2] (32pp) 
 
13 M 4-8 Guest Speaker: Norma Inman Schmelling & Judith Abbott on the choice to be kid-free in the 1960s [essay 2] 
 W 4-10 FILM: Standing on My Sisters’ Shoulders [essay 2] 
 
14 M 4-15 Discuss: Film & all WA: Title VII 650-1, Bailey 652-60, De Hart 672-90, Friedan 691-4. [essay 2] 
 W 4-17 Liberation, Backlash 
 
15 M 4-22 Discuss: all WA: Loving v. VA & Griswold v. CT 766-72, ERA through Roe v. Wade 719-30. Pick or 

assigned 1 primary source among Hanish through Schlafly 694-718. [essay 2] (ca. 20pp) 
 W 4-24 Neoliberalism 
 
16 M 4-29 Discuss: Can: Harvey, A Short History of Neoliberalism intro-ch.1, Can: 8WA Hondagneu-Soleto 

759-75. [essay 2] 
 W 5-1 Due: take-home Essay 2 (300 points): How did gender intersect with other axes of difference to 

affect Americans’ lived experience and activist goals and methods from the 1950s to the 1980s? 
How did the rise of Neoliberalism complicate issues for citizens and immigrants in gendered 
ways? Use at least 8 of the following from weeks 13-16: readings, Standing On My Sisters’ Shoulders, 
guest speakers’ information. Include at least 3 references to lecture/disc. (ca. 1500 words) 

 
Finals day: Wednesday, May 8 [1:30p.m.-3:30p.m. = official time] 
 
Extra Credit Options:  
1) History Month talks: 2% each. Attend one or more, type a one-page summary, and turn it in to Canvas. 
2) Note-taking journal: 8% for weeks 1-8; 7% for 10-16. Your discussion and essay preparation benefit 
immensely from taking notes on readings. Twice in the semester you may turn in a typed note-taking journal 
with a 4-line entry on every assigned reading. You will get up to 5% extra credit each time. Each entry must:   

(1) List each primary source or essay’s author, actual title, and date published when available. Date distinguishes 
contemporary historians from past evidence. 
(2) Determine the main argument or point. Writers always have some purpose for writing, so consider what the author 
wants you to know or believe.  
(3) Evaluate why each piece would or would not convince to you or people of the time. Consider the quality and use 
of evidence. Is it opinion, statistics, personal experience, interviews, research from what type of source? Why is the 
way the author structures arguments with evidence convincing or not? Assess specific evidence and cite page numbers.  
(4) Decide the significance or implications of these arguments. What assumptions underlie the arguments or what are 
the consequences of seeing things in this way? You may include critique or concerns about the authors’ assertions.  

An adequate sample entry can be jotted in note form like this: 
1. Sander L. Gilman, Difference and Pathology (Nye as “Degenerate Sexuality”) 1985 
2. 19th-c. thought masturbation, hysteria, neurasthenia, syphilis, incest = diseases based on sexual deviance (121) 
3. would have convinced 19th-c. people if know about 19th-c. biases like history as progress, “othering,” “evolutionary” 
hierarchy of people, anti-Semitism, fear of city conditions (120), Christian Fall idea, view of women as inferior (121) 
4. writers used assumptions of their day , so this shows sexuality’s meaning gets constructed by the ideas of a period 

A = 90-100%     B = 80-89     C = 70-79     D = 60-69     E = 0-59     grades rounded to nearest 100th 
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Student Academic Resources 
UNT Student Writing Lab: http://writinglab.unt.edu/         
UNT Learning Center: http://learningcenter.unt.edu/ 
History Help Center: http://history.unt.edu/department-information/history-help-center 
 Wooten 220, 940-565-4772, historyhelpcenter@unt.edu 
 
Changes to Syllabus: The instructor may change the information contained in this course syllabus with 
advanced notice depending on the progress and needs of the class.  
 
Late Work: Late written work without a documented excuse drops 5% per day late (e.g. due Tuesday and 
turned in Wed. → 95%/100% is the highest possible grade, wait until the next Tue., 65%/100% is the 
highest possible grade). Wednesday, May 1 is the last day to turn in late work. 
  
Plagiarism & Code of Academic Integrity: In your written work, always cite the author and page 
number(s) for every idea (quoted or paraphrased) that is not your own. Cheating and plagiarism are academic 
crimes that result in a failing grade on the assignment. You cheat by copying or providing answers, hints, or 
help to or from another student. You commit plagiarism if you use another person’s ideas or expression in 
your writing without acknowledging the source. If you quote without citing or put someone else’s ideas into your 
own words without crediting them, you plagiarize. In this class, you may cite in parenthesis [e.g. (Pomerleau lecture, 
4-29-19) or (Hunter 328)]. You need not cite encyclopedia-type knowledge such as birth and death dates or 
place, the names of famous people’s teachers or relatives. By January 22 read the PDF on Academic Integrity 
at: http://policy.unt.edu/policy/06-003 
 
Disabilities Accommodations: Students with disabilities who want accommodations must be registered 
with the Office of Disability Accommodation. Bring your letter of accommodation to me as soon as possible 
and before graded work is due. 
The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. 
Students seeking reasonable accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Accommodation 
(ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with a reasonable 
accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding your specific needs in 
a course. You may request reasonable accommodations at any time, however, ODA notices of reasonable 
accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation. 
Note that students must obtain a new letter of reasonable accommodation for every semester and must meet 
with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. Students are strongly encouraged to deliver 
letters of reasonable accommodation during faculty office hours or by appointment. Faculty members have 
the authority to ask students to discuss such letters during their designated office hours to protect the privacy 
of the student. For additional information see the Office of Disability Accommodation website at 
http://www.unt.edu/oda. You may also contact them by phone at 940.565.4323.  


