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Clark A. Pomerleau, Ph.D. 
Email:  Clark.Pomerleau@unt.edu    Mail Box:  Wooten 225 
Office:  Wooten 234    Hours:  M/W 12:45 - 1:45PM and by appointment   
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION: History of Sexualities introduces students to major developments in this field 
through primary sources and experts’ essays. How did American society construct ideologies and institutions 
that privileged some sexualities over others? How did concepts of sexuality change over time and places in 
relation to gender, class, race/ethnicity, religion, scientific ideas, region and national origins? How did people 
within North America adopt, alter, and resist major European developments that influenced the U.S. such as 
white settler colonialism, slavery, Enlightenment ideas, capitalism, urbanization, nation-building, imperialism, 
professionalism, and sexual identity politics within a framework of intersectional feminism? 
 
LEARNING GOALS: Successful students will finish the semester having accomplished the following— 

1. They have participated actively in most class periods by answering at least one of the professor’s 
questions or asking a relevant question. 

2. Their verbal and written contributions showed understanding of chronology, historical narrative, 
intersectionality, and the use of historical evidence to create solid argumentation.  

3. They demonstrated through their written assignments that they read all or almost all assigned readings. 
4. They know the major developments in U.S. women’s and gender history and their significance. 
5. They understand why the field is important to understanding history and current conditions. 

 
REQUIREMENTS: attend, bring readings, actively participate, & turn in all essays. 
1. Class conduct: (15% [8% for weeks 1-8; 7% for 10-16]): This course requires active participation to earn 

an A in class conduct, so that students contribute to each other’s learning. No points are assigned for just 
attending and soaking up the work the instructor and other students present. Bring your readings and 
notes from which to cite, answer questions to demonstrate reading comprehension, make comments 
relevant to the discussion, ask questions, and do any small in-class work. Please show respect for everyone 
in the room and for discussing ideas; do not engage in disruptive behavior (side conversations, cell phones, 
doing reading or work that does not pertain to class, etc.). 

Because UNT is a heavily commuter campus, traffic can make students late. If you are late, join us. If 
you must leave early, go quietly. In general, allow reasonable maximum commute time. 

2. Four Reading response papers (R.R.P.): (20%) Turn in each paper to Canvas on Tuesdays by 5pm, so 
that I can have then read for our Wednesday class for weeks 2-5. Each paper should reflect on all readings 
syllabus asks for and should cite page numbers from which you draw material you consider even if you 
paraphrase. Instead of summarizing the readings, use these papers to make sense of them by addressing 
themes the readings raise, evaluating arguments the authors develop, forming your own argument about 
the significance of the readings to sexuality history.  

3. Two take-home essay-based exams: (30%, 35%) The goal in written work is to demonstrate that you 
have read the assigned readings, taken notes on class media/guest speakers, written quality lecture notes 
and reviewed them, and know the significance of these aspects of the course for developing a coherent 
understanding of the history. Essays ask students to put together the skills they are developing in 
understanding chronology, historical narrative, and historical evidence and in forming solid argumentation. 

 
COURSE READINGS: Get the required textbook before the third day of class: Kathy Peiss, ed., Major Problems 
in the History of American Sexuality. Canvas (Can.) has required electronic readings. Readings are due by class on 
the date they are under; E.g., Vance and Boswell for Jan. 16. ALWAYS bring the day’s readings and your 
notes on readings to class.  
 
Wk. Date Topic (pages) Readings in Peiss or on Canvas  
1 M 1-14  Course Introduction & Context on Social Construction and Essentialism 
 W 1-16  Discuss Social Construction and Essentialism with Vance & Boswell readings on Canvas— 
  (30)  Can.: Carole S. Vance, “Social Construction Theory: Problems in the History of Sexuality,” → 
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   in Peter M. Nardi and Beth E. Schneider, eds., Social Perspectives in Lesbian and Gay Studies:  a Reader 
(New York: Routledge, 1998), 160-170. 

   Can.: John Boswell, “Revolutions, Universals, & Sexual Categories,” Martin Duberman et al. 
eds., Hidden From History: Reclaiming the Gay and Lesbian Past (1989), 17-36. 

    *Read through this SYLLABUS by today, including section on plagiarism 
 
2 M 1-21  Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day commemorating Civil Rights – no class  
 Tu 1-22 By 5pm turn in Reading Response Paper 1 over Peiss ch. 2 Casteñada and Spear 
 W 1-23  European Settler Colonialism 1500s-1700s Context and Discuss Peiss ch. 2 essays  
  (22) Peiss ch. 2 Casteñeda; Spear 
 
3 M 1-28  Codifying Gender, Instituting Slavery, and Anti-miscegenation 1600s-1770s 
  (10) Peiss 3.1-4 [will discuss all but only 3.2 Virginia law for response paper] 
 Tu 1-29 By 5pm turn in Reading Response Paper 2 over Peiss ch. 3.2, Godbeer, Brown & Can. Norton 
 W 1-30 Discuss Peiss ch. 3 essays + Norton 
  (35) Godbeer; Brown (Compare to Norton) 
   Can.: Mary Beth Norton, “An Indentured Servant Identifies as ‘Both Man and Woeman’: 

Jamestown, 1629,” Women’s America: Refocusing the Past 8th ed (2016), 34-43.  
 
4 M 2-4 Sex Reforms under Republican Motherhood – Victorian Class 1790s-1850s 
 Tu 2-5 By 5pm turn in Reading Response Paper 3 over Peiss ch. 4.2, 4.4, Stansell & Cott 
 W 2-6 Discuss Peiss ch. 4 
  (31)  All of Peiss ch. 4. Consider how 4.2-4.5 fit into Cott’s “Passionlessness” 
 
5 M 2-11  Slavery’s Institutionalization of Sexual Violence through “New South” 
 Tu 2-12 By 5pm turn in Reading Response Paper 4 over Peiss ch. 5’s Stevenson & Painter 
 W 2-13 Discuss Peiss ch. 5 
  (48) All of Peiss ch. 5: How do 5.1, 5.3, and 5.4 provide evidence for Painter’s “Soul Murder and 

Slavery”? What institutionalized constraints on African Americans’ autonomy appear in 5.2, 
5.5, 5.6, 5.7, and Stevenson? 

[Starting material for Exam Essay 1 ↓] 
6 M 2-18 Romantic Friendships (U.S./Eur. 1800s) 
 W 2-20 Discuss Peiss ch. 6 
  (48) How do 6.1, 6.2, and 6.4 provide evidence for Smith-Rosenberg’s “The Female World of Love 

and Ritual”? How does Hansen contest Smith-Rosenberg? How do they all differ from the 
6.5 account? How does 6.3 support Lystra? 

 
7 M 2-25 Censorship and Obscenity Campaigns  
 W 2-27 Debate Implementing the 1873 Comstock Act (Europe/U.S., late 1800s) 
  (ca.30) Everyone read the three essays: Battan & Burton in Peiss & Can. James C. Mohr, “Abortion in 

America, 1800-1880,” Women’s America 8th ed., (2016), 202-211.  
   Students will divide up 8 primary sources to represent the position of one: Peiss ch. 7: (1)National 

Police Gazette ads, (2)Dr. Van De Warker against abortifacients, (3)Comstock against ‘obscene’ 
literature, (4)Woodhull against marital slavery, (5)Heywood for autonomy + Can.: (6)“The 
Perversions” & (7)#67 Havelock Ellis & (8)#69 Krafft-Ebing (Nye 143-9).  

   Can. Not required but bringing the issue to today: Christina Page, How the Pro-Choice Movement 
Saved America: Freedom, Politics, and the War on Sex (2006), 1-33, 45-46, 52-55, 57-71. 

 
8 M 3-4 Immigration Panics and Prostitution Context 
 W 3-6 Discuss (32) Peiss ch. 8   Wk 9: Spring Break 
 
10 M 3-18 Eugenic Parenthood for the State (U.S., 1910s-1930s) 
 W 3-20 Discuss (26) Peiss ch. 9 
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11 M 3-25 Inventions of Heterosexuality and Homosexuality 
  (5) Can.: “Inversion” & #71 Moll, #72 Gibson (Nye 150-151, 153-156) 
 W 3-27 Discuss (25) all of Peiss ch. 10 *Especially Katz, “The Invention of Heterosexuality” 
   Where do you see the impulses to attribute sexual diversity to lack of control? What does it mean 

that African American drag balls occurred with white audiences within a climate of police 
brutality? 

 
12 M 4-1 By 2pm turn in Essay Exam 1 to Canvas.  
   WWII & the Baby Boom Year’s Push for Heteronormativity [Starting material for Exam Essay 2 ↓] 
 W 4-3 Discuss (34) Peiss ch. 11 
 
13 M 4-8 Guest Speaker: Norma Inman Schmelling on the choice to be kid-free in the 1960s & Judith Abbott 
 W 4-10 Discuss (36) Peiss ch. 12 
 
14 M 4-15 Discuss:  
  Can.: Larry Townsend, excerpts from “The Leatherman’s Handbook” (2000 [1972]). 
  Peiss ch. 13 – 13.3-6 & Bayer essay on AIDS epidemic  
  Can: Amber Hollibaugh and Cherríe Moraga, “What We’re Rollin Around in Bed With: Sexual Silences 

in Feminisms: A conversation toward Ending Them,” (1981). 
 W 4-17 Guest Speaker Hardy Haberman on Leather Life, 1970s-2000s   
 
15 M 4-22 Intersex Resistance and Trans Feminism 
 W 4-24 Discuss Gender-based Sexual Attraction when Gender-Assignment was False  
  (46) Can.: Cheryl Chase, “Hermaphrodites with Attitude: Mapping the emergence of Intersex Political 

Activism,” GLQ 4:2 (1998): 189-211. 
   Can.: Suzanne J Kessler, “Meanings of Gender Variability: Constructs of Sex and Gender,” 

Chrysalis 2.5 (Fall 1997/Winter 1998): 33-37. 
   Can.: Morgan Holmes, “Is Growing up in Silence Better Than Growing up Different?,” Chrysalis 

2.5 (Fall 1997/Winter 1998): 7-9. 
   Link: Max Beck, “My Life as an Intersexual” 

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/gender/beck.html 
   Can.: Julia Serano, “Trans Woman Manifesto,” Whipping Girl: A Transsexual Woman on Sexism and 

the Scapegoating of Femininity (2016 [2007]), 11-21. 
 
16 M 4-29 Neoliberalism and Turn-of-the-Millennium Sexuality 
 W 5-1 Discuss (30) Peiss ch. 14 
 
Monday, May 6  Essay Exam 2 due 2:00pm like our start of class time uploaded to Canvas 
 
Extra Credit Options:  
1) History Month talks: 2% each. Attend one or more, type a one-page summary, and turn it in to Canvas. 
2) Note-taking journal: 8% for weeks 1-8; 7% for 10-16. Your discussion and essay preparation benefit 
immensely from taking notes on readings. Twice in the semester you may turn in a typed note-taking journal 
with a 4-line entry on every primary source and essay (thus sometimes 10 different readings for a Peiss 
chapter). You will get up to 5% extra credit each time. Each entry must:   

(1) List each primary source or essay’s author, actual title, and date published when available. Date distinguishes 
contemporary historians from past evidence. For Nye look at the reading’s end. 
(2) Determine the main argument or point. Writers always have some purpose for writing, so consider what the 
author wants you to know or believe.  
(3) Evaluate why each piece would or would not convince to you or people of the time. Consider the quality and use 
of evidence. Is it opinion, statistics, personal experience, interviews, research from what type of source? Why is the 
way the author structures arguments with evidence convincing or not? Assess specific evidence and cite page numbers.  
(4) Decide the significance or implications of these arguments. What assumptions underlie the arguments or what are 
the consequences of seeing things in this way? You may include critique or concerns about the authors’ assertions.  
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An adequate sample entry can be jotted in note form like this: 
1. Sander L. Gilman, Difference and Pathology (Nye as “Degenerate Sexuality”) 1985 
2. 19th-c. thought masturbation, hysteria, neurasthenia, syphilis, incest = diseases based on sexual deviance (121) 
3. Makes sense would have convinced 19th-c. people if know about 19th-c. biases like history as progress, “othering,” 
“evolutionary” hierarchy of people, anti-Semitism, fear of city conditions (120), Christian Fall idea, view of women 
as inferior (121) 
4. influential thinkers/writers used assumptions of their day to explain sexuality. Example of how sexuality’s 
meaning gets constructed by the ideas of a period 

 
A = 90-100%     B = 80-89     C = 70-79     D = 60-69     E = 0-59     grades rounded to nearest 100th 
 
STUDENT ACADEMIC RESOURCES 
UNT Student Writing Lab: http://writinglab.unt.edu/         
UNT Learning Center: http://learningcenter.unt.edu/ 
History Help Center: http://history.unt.edu/department-information/history-help-center 
 Wooten 220, 940-565-4772, historyhelpcenter@unt.edu 
 
CHANGES TO SYLLABUS: The instructor may change the information contained in this course syllabus with 
advanced notice depending on the progress and needs of the class.  
 
LATE WORK: Late written work without a documented excuse drops 5% per day late (e.g. due Tuesday and 
turned in Wed. → 95%/100% is the highest possible grade, wait until the next Tue., 65%/100% is the 
highest possible grade). Wednesday, May 1 is the last day to turn in late work. 
  
PLAGIARISM & CODE OF ACADEMIC INTEGRITY: In your written work, always cite the author and page 
number(s) for every idea (quoted or paraphrased) that is not your own. Cheating and plagiarism are academic 
crimes that result in a failing grade on the assignment. You cheat by copying or providing answers, hints, or 
help to or from another student. You commit plagiarism if you use another person’s ideas or expression in 
your writing without acknowledging the source. If you quote without citing or put someone else’s ideas into your 
own words without crediting them, you plagiarize. In this class, you may cite in parenthesis [e.g. (Pomerleau lecture, 
4-29-19) or (Peiss 2, Casteñeda 48)]. You need not cite encyclopedia-type knowledge such as birth and death 
dates or place, the names of famous people’s teachers or relatives. By January 22 read the PDF on Academic 
Integrity at: http://policy.unt.edu/policy/06-003 
 
DISABILITIES ACCOMMODATIONS: Students with disabilities who want accommodations must be 
registered with the Office of Disability Accommodation. Bring your letter of accommodation to me as soon 
as possible and before graded work is due. 

The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with 
disabilities. Students seeking reasonable accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability 
Accommodation (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with a 
reasonable accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding your 
specific needs in a course. You may request reasonable accommodations at any time, however, ODA notices 
of reasonable accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in 
implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of reasonable accommodation for every 
semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. Students are 
strongly encouraged to deliver letters of reasonable accommodation during faculty office hours or by 
appointment. Faculty members have the authority to ask students to discuss such letters during their 
designated office hours to protect the privacy of the student. For additional information see the Office of 
Disability Accommodation website at http://www.unt.edu/oda. You may also contact them by phone at 
940.565.4323.  


