
HIST 4461: GENDER, RACE, CLASS, & POLICY SINCE WORLD WAR II 
Fall 2017 • Wooten 110 • Tuesdays and Thursdays 11:00 AM -12:20 PM 

 
Clark A. Pomerleau, Ph.D. 

Email:  Clark.Pomerleau@unt.edu    Mail Box:  Wooten 225 
Office:  Wooten 234    Hours:  Tue/Thu 9:30 -10:30 AM and by appointment   
  
COURSE DESCRIPTION & GOALS:  This upper-division topical survey of United States history since 
1941 focuses on the interplay among identities, ideologies, and policies. Identities emphasize gender, 
race, and class. Students will learn to summarize and assess (1) the roles of media, economics, public 
figures, and activists, (2) the relationships among government, business, and the general laboring 
public, (3) the federal government’s expansion, and (4) U.S. interaction with the rest of the world. 
Classes consist of lectures, group exercises, and discussions about readings, visual or auditory 
sources. Assignments are designed to improve students’ skills in reading comprehension, historical 
evidence gathering and interpretation, and analytical writing. 
 
COURSE READINGS: Get Griffith & Baker by the 2nd day of class and ensure other books arrive 
before their reading dates. Reading assignments are due in preparation for class that day. 

[MP] Griffith & Baker, eds., Major Problems in Amer. 
Hist. since 1945 (3rd ed., 2007) 

[Anderson] Karen Anderson, Little Rock (2009)

[Breines] Winifred Breines, The Trouble Between Us (2006) 
[Elec] Electronic pdf file readings on Blackboard 

 
WK DATE/#PP. Lecture Topics OR READING FOR DISCUSSION 
1 Tu. 08-29 Introduction + Peter Jennings, Hiroshima: Why the Bomb Was Dropped, 1994, 69min. 
 Th. 08-31 Discussion about who gained and lost from atomic use + Cold War Hot Spots 
 19pp.  Elec: MP (2nd ed.) ch. 2 
  

2 Tu. 09-05 Finish Lecture + Discussion: Consider competing interpretations based on the foreign 
policy views of Kennan and Wallace, debate over who furthered Cold War tensions, 
and disagreement on the degree of threat.  

 47pp.  MP ch. 2 COLD WAR  documents 1-7, Gaddis essay [SKIP Offner essay.] 
   Elec: MP (2nd ed.) Paterson, “Exaggerated Threat” 
 Th. 09-07 Recruitment, Return to Normalcy, and Popular Culture Fears (1940s-1950s) + Discussion  
 48pp. total  Elec: “From Rosie to Lucy” 312-338, Serlin, (MPHAS) 384-93, Alfred C. Kinsey 
   MPHAS 368-374, Women respond to Kinsey MPHAS 373-4, Senate MPHAS 376-379 

     *Read through this SYLLABUS by today, including section on plagiarism 
  

3 Tu. 09-12 Communists at Home and the Quiet Class Struggle of the 1950s  
 Th. 09-14 Discuss: MP ch. 3 docs. 3-5, Marchand&Schrum (35pp.)   
  

4 Tu. 09-19 Catch-up/Get Ahead  
 Th. 09-21 Civil Rights (1950s-60s) [material for exam 2]  Exam PAPER 1 due on Blboard 
  

5 Tu. 09-26 No class--Reading day for Anderson book 
 Th. 09-28 Discuss Anderson:  (125pp) Intro. & Ch. 1 (43pp.); Ch. 2 (39pp.); Ch. 3 (43pp.) 
  

6 Tu. 10-03 Discuss Anderson--105pp.  Ch. 4-5 (52pp.); Ch. 6-Conclusion (53pp.)   
 Th. 10-05 Camelot + Discussion --47pp. total  MP ch. 4 + Elec: Eisenhower, “Farewell” 1961 
    

7 Tu. 10-10 The Great Society (1960s) + Discussion    
 31pp.   MP ch. 6 + Elec: 2 Johnson speeches    
 Th. 10-12 Standing On My Sister’s Shoulders-documentary film *Read ahead. 
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8 Tu. 10-17 Vietnam (1945-1973) [material for exam 3]  Exam PAPER 2 due on Blboard 
 Th. 10-19 Political and Military Turmoil + Discussion on Watergate (1970s)  
 38pp.  Elec: King, “A Time to Break Silence” 1967 + Kali Tal, Worlds of Hurt ch. 5 + MP (2nd 

ed.) ch. 11 doc. 2 & Kutler        
  

9 Tu. 10-24 Features of 1960s Activism and Feminisms [Bring MP ch. 7-8] *Start reading Breines. 
 Th. 10-26 Discussion 
 33pp.  Elec: Loving et Ux. v. Virginia, 388 U.S. 1 (1967) + Elec: Kennedy “Socialist Feminism” 
              1st extra credit journal due (about 40 entries) 

  

10 Tu. 10-31 Discuss Breines (112pp): Introduction & Ch. 1 (46pp.); Ch. 2-3 (66pp.)  
 Th. 11-02 Backlash: Phyllis Shlafly’s STOP ERA [Bring MP ch. 8] 
  

11 Tu. 11-07 Discuss Breines (86pp): Ch. 4 (34pp.); Ch. 5-end (52pp.)  
 Th. 11-09 Competing Visions of Hope: Carter/Reagan  
 8pp. total  Elec: Carter, Crisis of Confidence 1979 + Reagan, “First Inaugural Address” 1981 
  

12 Tu. 11-14 Looking for Neoliberal Trends       Exam PAPER 3 due on Blboard 
 Th. 11-16   Elec.: Harvey, Neoliberalism + Buchanan, “Speech to GOP Convention” 

*Think about which 2 MP chapters interest you in preparation for exam paper 4. Choose between 
ch.10 Reagan or ch.13 Clinton. Choose among ch.11 global big box economy or ch.12 
race/ethnicity, or ch.14 terrorism.  

  

13 Tu. 11-21 U.S. Foreign Policy and American Vulnerability  
[Th. Nov. 23-26  THANKSGIVING BREAK] 
  

14 Tu. 11-28 Discussion:  MP ch. 10 (37pp.)      OR     
  Discussion: MP ch. 13 docs. + Miroff only (27pp.)   
 Th. 11-30 Discussion: MP ch. 11 (39pp.) OR       
  Discussion: MP ch. 12 (30pp.) OR     
    Discussion: MP ch. 14 (30pp.) 
  

15 Tu. 12-05 Catch-up    
 Th. 12-07 Exam Paper 4 review    2nd extra credit journal due (about 60 entries) 
 
Tu. Dec. 12  10:30am = Exam PAPER 4 due on Blackboard  
 
 
REQUIREMENTS: 
1. Class conduct: (5% + 5% of grade): This course requires active participation to earn an A because I 

want students to contribute to each other’s learning. No points are assigned for just attending and 
soaking up the work the instructor and other students present. Answer questions to demonstrate 
reading comprehension, make comments relevant to the discussion, ask questions, do any small in-class 
work, and bring readings and notes from which to cite. Please show respect for everyone in the room 
and for the discussion of ideas and do not engage in disruptive behavior (side conversations, cell 
phones, doing reading or work that does not pertain to class, etc.). 

Because UNT is a heavily commuter campus, traffic can make students late. If you are late, join us. If 
you must leave early, go quietly. In general, allow a reasonable maximum commute time. 

2. Source/essay discussion facilitation: (5% of grade) Near “Census day,” draw two readings from a 
number of options. You will prepare a paragraph of context and at least 2 discussion questions on each 
reading. Turn that in to me by email by 2 days before your assigned class.  
A. Discussion questions:  
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1. Check online or in books, journals or encyclopedias to see whether you can find any relevant 
background on the author of your source or essay. Is there more context you need to know about 
the author and/or topic to understand what the text says? Look it up and make a one-paragraph 
summary for yourself and me highlighting how this context helps you understand the reading. 

2. Write up at least 2 discussion questions you will be prepared to ask students that will get them to 
respond with these points:   
a. summarize the author’s argument, main point, or what s/he wanted you to know or believe. 
b. evaluate the quality and use of evidence to determine why it is or is not convincing for its time. 
c. determine the significance or implications of these arguments (i.e. consequences of seeing 

things in this way, concerns about the authors’ assertions). Significance could also be how one 
would use the text as evidence for an argument in an essay. 

d. If you see something particularly striking about this reading that ties into a broader theme or is 
unusual, you can create a question about that. Bear in mind, though that all questions should be 
open-ended for discussion rather than answerable with “yes” or “no” and that we want 
historically grounded questions rather than speculation or feelings.  

 E.g., Good: What evidence is there that George Kennan’s positions did not prioritize internal 
infrastructure and democratic principles? 

 E.g. Bad question: Do you feel/think that the author is biased/is conservative/is 
knowledgeable? 

3. Four Essay-based Exam Papers: (15%, 20%, 25%, 25%) The goal in written work is to demonstrate 
that you have read the assigned readings, viewed assigned media, written quality lecture notes and 
reviewed them, and know the significance of these aspects of the course for developing a coherent 
understanding of the history. Essays ask students to put together the skills they are developing in 
understanding chronology, historical narrative, and historical evidence and in forming solid 
argumentation. 

*Extra Credit: (5% each time if complete—10% total) Your discussion and essays will benefit immensely 
from taking notes on readings. Twice in the semester you may turn in a typed note-taking journal with a 4-
line entry on every primary source, essay, & complete monograph. Each journal will contain around 40-60 
entries. Entries must:   
(1) List each primary source or essay’s author, actual 
title, and date published when available (real 
citations are in MP footnotes). 
(2) Determine the main argument or point. Writers 
always have a purpose for writing, so consider what 
the author wants you to know or believe.  
(3) Evaluate why each piece would or would not 
convince you or people of the time. Consider the 
quality and use of evidence. Is it opinion, statistics, 
personal experience, interviews, research from what 
type of source? Why is the way the author structures 
arguments with evidence convincing or not? Assess 
specific evidence and cite page numbers.  
(4) Decide for yourself the significance or 
implications of these arguments. What assumptions 
underlie the arguments or what are the 
consequences of seeing things in this way? You may 
include critique or concerns about the authors’ 
assertions.  

E.g. An adequate sample entry can be jotted in note 
form: 
(1) Interim Committee, “Notes of the Interim 
Committee Meetings, May 31, 1945,” (National 
Archive, Manhattan Engineer District Records, 
Harrison-Bundy files, RG 77, 1945) (MP 37-38). 
(2) = control and execution of atomic project for 
military impact and “a new relationship of man to 
the universe” requires not warning Japanese and 
targeting war plant not civilians for big impact (38) 
(3) = convincing at time that government would 
execute this plan based on experts’ reports, but in 
retrospect shows misinformation because 
underplays impact and bomb did target civilian cities 
(4) = significant for resolve to use atom without 
warning and records that Truman was falsely under 
the impression that the bomb would not be used 
against civilians 
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A = 90-100     B = 80-89     C = 70-79     D = 60-69     E = 0-59     all grades rounded to the nearest 100th 
 
STUDENT ACADEMIC RESOURCES & RECOMMENDATIONS: 
UNT Student Writing Lab: http://www.unt.edu/writinglab/   
UNT Learning Center: http://learningcenter.unt.edu/ 
History Help Center: Wooten 220, 940-565-4772, historyhelpcenter@unt.edu 
1. Attend and participate in every class. 
2. Read and refer often to your course syllabus. 
3. Use a planner for deadlines. 
4. Visit the professor in office hours or by appointment to ask questions and get help. 
5. Keep up on reading, and prepare for exams and assignments rather than cramming. 
 
CHANGES TO SYLLABUS: The instructor may change the information contained in this course syllabus 
with advanced notice depending on the progress and needs of the class.  
 
LATE WORK: Late written work without a documented excuse drops 5% per day late (e.g. due Tuesday 
and turned in Wed. → 95%/100% is the highest possible grade, wait until the next Tue., 65%/100% is the 
highest possible grade). Thursday, December 7 is the last day to turn in late work. 
 
PLAGIARISM & CODE OF ACADEMIC INTEGRITY: In your written work, always cite the author or title 
and page number for every idea (quoted or paraphrased) that is not your own. Cheating and plagiarism are 
academic crimes that result in a failing course grade. You cheat by copying or providing answers, hints, or 
help to or from another student. You commit plagiarism if you use another person’s ideas or expression in 
your writing without acknowledging the source. If you quote without citing or put someone else’s ideas into your 
own words without crediting them, you plagiarize. Cite in parenthesis or with a full footnote or endnote [e.g. 
(Pomerleau lecture, 8-29-17) or (Anderson 123)]. You need not cite encyclopedia-type knowledge such as 
birth and death dates or place, the names of famous people’s teachers or relatives. By September 7 read the 
PDF on Academic Integrity at: http://policy.unt.edu/policy/06-003 
 
DISABILITIES ACCOMMODATIONS: Students with disabilities who want accommodations must be 
registered with the Office of Disability Accommodation. Bring your letter of accommodation to me as 
soon as possible and before graded work is due. 

The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with 
disabilities. Students seeking reasonable accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability 
Accommodation (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with 
a reasonable accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding your 
specific needs in a course. You may request reasonable accommodations at any time, however, ODA 
notices of reasonable accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any 
delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of reasonable accommodation for 
every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. Students 
are strongly encouraged to deliver letters of reasonable accommodation during faculty office hours or by 
appointment. Faculty members have the authority to ask students to discuss such letters during their 
designated office hours to protect the privacy of the student. For additional information see the Office of 
Disability Accommodation website at http://www.unt.edu/oda. You may also contact them by phone at 
940.565.4323. 


