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Clark A. Pomerleau, Ph.D. 
Email:  Clark.Pomerleau@unt.edu    Mail Box:  Wooten 225 
Office:  Wooten 234    Hours:  Tue/Thu 9:30 -10:30 AM and by appointment   
 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION: History of Sexualities introduces students to major developments in this 
field through primary source documents and experts’ essays. How did concepts of sexuality changes 
by time, place, and person? How has sexuality acted in relation to ideologies and factors such as 
gender, class, race/ethnicity, religion, scientific ideas, region and national origins? Major European 
developments influenced the U.S., so this course addresses nation-building, Enlightenment, slavery, 
capitalism, imperialism, urbanization, professionalism, and sexual identity politics. 
 
COURSE GOALS: Students will be able to answer the above questions and related questions. They 
will use the readings, lectures, and class activities to demonstrate that they understand facts, 
significant people, chronology, and causation for this history. Students will analyze and interpret 
primary documents and demonstrate historical writing by composing responses that argue points 
with evidence and organization. 
 
COURSE READINGS: Get the required textbook before the third day of class: Kathy Peiss, ed., Major 
Problems in the History of American Sexuality. Access required electronic readings (Blbd) through 
Blackboard. ALWAYS bring the day’s readings and your notes on readings to class. Number in 
parentheses before readings is total pages of reading for that day. E.g., (26) on Aug. 31. 
 
WK  DATE (PAGES/DAY) Topic + READING  
1 Tu. 08-29 Introduction + Entering “Modernity”  
 Th. 08-31 Europe/Colonial America, 1700s Discussion + Social Construction and Essentialism  
   (26) Blbd: “Enlightenment and Revolution” & Doc. #31-34 from Robert A. Nye, 

ed., Sexuality (Oxford UP, 1999), 67-69, 74-80. 
   Blbd: Cornelia Hughes Dayton, “Taking the Trade: Abortion and Gender Relations 

in an Eighteenth-Century New England Village,” Linda K. Kerber & Jane Sherron 
De Hart, eds., Women’s America: Refocusing the Past 5th ed. (2000), 90-106. 

 
2 Tu. 09-05 Discussion: U.S./Euro. debate 1980s+ 
   (42) Blbd: Carole S. Vance, “Social Construction Theory: Problems in the History 

of Sexuality,” Peter M. Nardi and Beth E. Schneider, eds., Social Perspectives in 
Lesbian and Gay Studies:  a Reader (New York: Routledge, 1998), 160-170. 

   Blbd: John Boswell, “Revolutions, Universals, & Sexual Categories,” Martin 
Duberman et al. eds., Hidden From History: Reclaiming the Gay and Lesbian Past 
(1989), 17-36. 

   Blbd: John D. Wrathall, “Providence as Text: Reading the Silences around Sexuality 
in Manuscript Collections,” The Journal of American History (June 1992): 165-178. 

 Th. 09-07 Discussion: Europe, late 1700s-1800s   Course sources/essays assigned 
   (53) Blbd: “Up from the Beast” & #38-44 (Nye 84-99, 120-121) 

     *Read through this SYLLABUS by today, including section on plagiarism 
 
3 Tu. 09-12 Comparative “Victorian” Classed Morality (U.S./Britain, late 1700s-1800s) 
 Th. 09-14 Discussion: (31) Peiss ch. 4     (maybe review exam paper 1) 
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4 Tu. 09-19 Racialized Separation and Expansion (U.S. South, 1600s-1800s) lecture/discussion 
   (7) Blbd: James Kirk Paulding, from Slavery in the United States (1836).  
   Blbd: Thomas Hart Benton, “Senate Speech,” (1846). 
 Th. 09-21 Discussion: (51) pp.74-6 on VA & Peiss ch. 5 + Catch-up 
  
5 Tu. 09-26 Romantic Friendships (U.S./Eur. 1800s) Exam PAPER 1 due on Blboard 
 Th. 09-28  Discussion: (48) Peiss ch. 6 + Inventions of Heterosexuality and Homosexuality lecture 
 
6 Tu. 10-03 Dialogue/Debate: Perversity, Obscenity, and Censorship (Europe/U.S., late 1800s) 
   (37) Peiss ch. 7 + Blbd: “The Perversions” & #67 & 69 (Nye 143-144, 146-149). 
 Th. 10-05 Discussion: (Europe/U.S., 1860s-1930s)   
   (32) Blbd: “Inversion” & #71-72 (Nye 150-151, 153-156), Peiss ch. 10  
 
7 Tu. 10-10 American Blues (U.S., 1920s-1930s) [no reading]      Extra Credit Due 08-31 - 10-10 
 Th. 10-12 Eugenic Parenthood for the State (U.S., 1920s-1930s) Discussion: (26) Peiss ch. 9 
 
8 Tu. 10-17 Nazi Eugenics (Germany, 1930s) 
   Discussion: (25) Blbd: Gisela Bock, “Racism and Sexism in Nazi Germany: 

Motherhood, Compulsory Sterilization, and the State,” Renate Bridenthal et al., 
eds., When Biology Became Destiny (1984), 271-296.   (maybe review exam paper 2) 

 Th. 10-19 Cold War Secrets (U.S., 1950s) 
 
9 Tu. 10-24  Guest Speaker: Norma Inman Schmelling on the choice to be kid-free in the 1960s  
 Th. 10-26 Discussion: (34) Peiss ch. 11 
 
10 Tu. 10-31 Sexual Revolutions (U.S., 1960s-70s)  
 Th. 11-02 Discussion: (36) Peiss ch. 12 
 
11 Tu. 11-07 Pre-&Post-Nüremberg Guinea Pigs (U.S. 1932-72) Exam PAPER 2 due on Blboard  
 Th. 11-09 Discussion: (17) Peiss 13: Doc. 1, 2, Brandt essay 
 
12 Tu. 11-14 Guest Speaker Hardy Haberman on Leather Life, 1970s-2000s (fewer pages than it seems)  
    Blbd: Larry Townsend, excerpts from “The Leatherman’s Handbook” (2000 [1972]) 

= primary source.  
    Blbd: Chad M. Mosher, Heidi M. Levitt, Eric Manley, “Layers of Leather: The 

Identity Formation of Leathermen as a Process of Transforming Meanings of 
Masculinity” 

Optional negative views:  Blbd: Nye Doc. 74, “Masochism,” Doc. 76, 78. 
    Blbd: Jeanette Nichols et al, “Is Sadomasochism Feminist? A Critique of the Samois 

Position,” Against Sadomasochism: A Radical Feminist Analysis (1982), 137-146. 
 
 Th. 11-16 Gender-based Sexual Attraction when Gender-Assignment was False 
   Blbd: Cheryl Chase, “Hermaphrodites with Attitude: Mapping the emergence of 

Intersex Political Activism,” GLQ 4:2 (1998): 189-211. 
   Blbd: Suzanne J Kessler, “Meanings of Gender Variability: Constructs of Sex and 

Gender,” Chrysalis 2.5 (Fall 1997/Winter 1998): 33-37. 
   Blbd: Morgan Holmes, “Is Growing up in Silence Better Than Growing up 

Different?,” Chrysalis 2.5 (Fall 1997/Winter 1998): 7-9. 
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   Link: Max Beck, “My Life as an Intersexual” 
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/gender/beck.html 

   Blbd: Matt Kailey, “Introduction” and “Sexual Transsexuals,” Just Add Hormones: An 
Insider’s Guide to the Transsexual Experience (Beacon, 2005), 1-7, 85-92. 

Optional:   Blbd: Emi Koyama, “The Transfeminist Manifesto,” Rory Dicker and Alison 
Piepmeier, eds., Catching a Wave: Reclaiming Feminism for the 21st Century (Boston: 
Northeastern Univ Press, 2003), 244-259. 

 
13 Tu. 11-21 Discussion on lasting impact of inventing het/homo with gender stereotypes 
    (32) Blbd: Tim Bergling, Sissyphobia: Gay Men and Effeminate Behavior (2001), 46-63, 

70-75, 96-103. [easier than length indicates] 
[Th. Nov. 23-26  THANKSGIVING BREAK] 
 
14 Tu. 11-28 Pandemic discussion 
   (40) Peiss ch. 13: Doc. 3, 6, + pp. 480-483 of Bayer essay 
   Blbd: Ally Day, “Resisting Disability, Claiming HIV” (2004) 
 Th. 11-30 Synthesis Paper Main Source: (10) Blbd: Rebecca Chalker 
 
15 Tu. 12-05 Reproductive Rights 1960s-present 
   (54) Blbd: Christina Page…(2006). 1-33, 45-46, 52-55, 57-71. 
 Th. 12-07  Catch-up       Extra Journal 2 (10/13-end) 
 
Th. Dec. 14  10:30am = Source Analysis Synthesis Paper due on Blackboard  
 
REQUIREMENTS: It is mandatory to attend, bring readings, actively participate, & turn in all 
essays. 
1. Class conduct: (5% + 5% of grade): This course requires active participation to earn an A 

because I want students to contribute to each other’s learning. No points are assigned for just 
attending and soaking up the work the instructor and other students present. Answer questions to 
demonstrate reading comprehension, make comments relevant to the discussion, ask questions, 
do any small in-class work, and bring readings and notes from which to cite. Please show respect 
for everyone in the room and for the discussion of ideas and do not engage in disruptive behavior 
(side conversations, cell phones, doing reading or work that does not pertain to class, etc.). 

Because UNT is a heavily commuter campus, traffic can make students late. If you are late, 
join us. If you must leave early, go quietly. In general, allow reasonable maximum commute time. 

2. Source/essay discussion facilitation: (5% of grade) Near “Census day,” draw two readings 
from a number of options. You will prepare a paragraph of context and at least 2 discussion 
questions on each reading. Turn that in to me by email by 2 days before your assigned class.  
A. Discussion questions:  

1. Check online or in books, journals or encyclopedias to see whether you can find any relevant 
background on the author of your source or essay. Is there more context you need to know 
about the author and/or topic to understand what the text says? Look it up and make a 
one-paragraph summary for yourself and me highlighting how this context helps you 
understand the reading. 

2. Write up at least 2 discussion questions you will be prepared to ask students that will get 
them to respond with these points:   
a. summarize the author’s argument, main point, or what s/he wanted you to know or 

believe. 
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b. evaluate the quality and use of evidence to determine why it is or is not convincing for its 
time. 

c. determine the significance or implications of these arguments (i.e. consequences of seeing 
things in this way, concerns about the authors’ assertions). Significance could also be how 
one would use the text as evidence for an argument in an essay. 

d. If you see something particularly striking about this reading that ties into a broader theme 
or is unusual, you can create a question about that. Bear in mind, though that all questions 
should be open-ended for discussion rather than answerable with “yes” or “no” and that 
we want historically grounded questions rather than speculation or feelings.  

 E.g., Good: What evidence is there that Robert Weidensall in Wrathall’s “Reading the 
Silences Around Sexuality” was neither homosexual nor heterosexual as those terms exist 
today, and why does that question matter? 

 E.g. Bad question: Do you feel/think that the author is biased/is conservative/is 
knowledgeable? 

3. Two Essay-based Exam Papers: (25%, 30%) The goal in written work is to demonstrate that 
you have read the assigned readings, viewed assigned media, written quality lecture notes and 
reviewed them, and know the significance of these aspects of the course for developing a 
coherent understanding of the history. Essays ask students to put together the skills they are 
developing in understanding chronology, historical narrative, and historical evidence and in 
forming solid argumentation. 

4. Source Analysis Synthesis Paper: (30%) Students will receive a primary source and will write a 
paper in which they analyze what we can learn from the source in relation to other sources in the 
course and historical context (further instructions later). 

 
Extra Credit: (5% each time if complete—10% total) Your discussion and essay preparation will 
benefit immensely from taking notes on readings. Twice in the semester you may turn in a typed 
note-taking journal with a 4-line entry on every primary source and essay (thus sometimes 10 
different readings for a Piess chapter). You will get up to 5% extra credit each time. Each entry 
must:   

(1) List each primary source or essay’s author, actual title, and date published when available. 
Date distinguishes contemporary historians from past evidence. For Nye look at the reading’s 
end. 
(2) Determine the main argument or point. Writers always have some purpose for writing, so 
consider what the author wants you to know or believe.  
(3) Evaluate why each piece would or would not convince to you or people of the time. 
Consider the quality and use of evidence. Is it opinion, statistics, personal experience, interviews, 
research from what type of source? Why is the way the author structures arguments with 
evidence convincing or not? Assess specific evidence and cite page numbers.  
(4) Decide for yourself the significance or implications of these arguments. What assumptions 
underlie the arguments or what are the consequences of seeing things in this way? You may 
include critique or concerns about the authors’ assertions.  

An adequate sample entry can be jotted in note form: 
1. Sander L. Gilman, Difference and Pathology (Nye as “Degenerate Sexuality”) 1985 
2. 19th-c. thought masturbation, hysteria, neurasthenia, syphilis, incest= diseases based on sexual 
deviance (121) 
3. convincing today if know about 19th-c. biases like history as progress, “othering,” 
“evolutionary” hierarchy of people, anti-Semitism fear of city conditions (120), Christian Fall 
idea, view women inferior (121) 
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4. influential thinkers/writers used assumptions of their day to explain sexuality. Example of 
how sexuality’s meaning gets constructed by the ideas of a period 

 
A = 90-100     B = 80-89     C = 70-79     D = 60-69     E = 0-59     grades rounded to nearest 100th 
 
STUDENT ACADEMIC RESOURCES 
UNT Student Writing Lab: http://writinglab.unt.edu/  
UNT Learning Center: http://learningcenter.unt.edu/ 
History Help Center: http://history.unt.edu/department-information/history-help-center 
 Wooten 220, 940-565-4772, historyhelpcenter@unt.edu 
 
CHANGES TO SYLLABUS: The instructor may change the information contained in this course 
syllabus with advanced notice depending on the progress and needs of the class.  
 
LATE WORK: Late written work without a documented excuse drops 5% per day late (e.g. due Tuesday 
and turned in Wed. → 95%/100% is the highest possible grade, wait until the next Tue., 65%/100% 
is the highest possible grade). Thursday, December 7 is the last day to turn in late work. 
  
PLAGIARISM & CODE OF ACADEMIC INTEGRITY: In your written work, always cite the author and 
page number(s) for every idea (quoted or paraphrased) that is not your own. Cheating and plagiarism 
are academic crimes that result in a failing course grade. You cheat by copying or providing answers, 
hints, or help to or from another student. You commit plagiarism if you use another person’s ideas or 
expression in your writing without acknowledging the source. If you quote without citing or put someone 
else’s ideas into your own words without crediting them, you plagiarize. Cite in parenthesis or with a full footnote 
or endnote [e.g. (Pomerleau lecture, 8-29-17) or (Peiss 1, Wrathall 22)]. You need not cite 
encyclopedia-type knowledge such as birth and death dates or place, the names of famous people’s 
teachers or relatives. By September 7 read the PDF on Academic Integrity at:  
http://policy.unt.edu/policy/06-003 
 
DISABILITIES ACCOMMODATIONS: Students with disabilities who want accommodations must be 
registered with the Office of Disability Accommodation. Bring your letter of accommodation to me 
as soon as possible and before graded work is due. 
The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with 
disabilities. Students seeking reasonable accommodation must first register with the Office of 
Disability Accommodation (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will 
provide you with a reasonable accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private 
discussion regarding your specific needs in a course. You may request reasonable accommodations 
at any time, however, ODA notices of reasonable accommodation should be provided as early as 
possible in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new 
letter of reasonable accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member 
prior to implementation in each class. Students are strongly encouraged to deliver letters of 
reasonable accommodation during faculty office hours or by appointment. Faculty members have 
the authority to ask students to discuss such letters during their designated office hours to protect 
the privacy of the student. For additional information see the Office of Disability Accommodation 
website at http://www.unt.edu/oda. You may also contact them by phone at 940.565.4323. 
 


