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Professor Clark A. Pomerleau        Email:  Clark.Pomerleau@unt.edu 
Office:  Wooten 234                   Office Hours:  Tu 1:30-2:30PM, Th 8:00-9:00AM, & by appointment 
 
Assistant: See Blackboard Learn for your TA’s name, email, office hours — https://learn.unt.edu/
 

Whom to contact: Email your assigned assistant for grade-related questions. Assistants grade 
required work and are the first stop if you do not understand why you earned a grade. Feel free 
to email Dr. Pomerleau for appointments to discuss lectures, strategies for academic success, 
your U.S. history interests, career training, etc.  

 
Student supplemental instruction: facilitates group sessions where students review and discuss 
important concepts, develop study strategies, and prepare for exams. http://learningcenter.unt.edu/si.  

 
COURSE OVERVIEW AND GOALS: Historically, Americans have continuously invoked freedom as an 
ideal. Conflicting ideas of freedom influenced how Americans dismantled slavery, the expansion of 
European-American populations through the continental states and control of land across the globe, 
the development of industrial capitalism, and global wars for capital accumulation and colonization. 
Despite advocating liberty, the United States history of curtailing political, economic, social, and 
cultural opportunities has dispossessed millions of people, contributed to migrations to the U.S., and 
created inconsistencies between ideals and conditions. Students will assess how the meanings of 
freedom have changed over time in the United States while demonstrating that they understand key 
facts, can identify significant people, and can evaluate causation and consequences. Students will 
analyze and interpret history and demonstrate historical writing by composing responses that argue 
points with evidence and organization. 
 
REQUIREMENTS/GRADING: This course is one of your part-time jobs. Show up prepared, do your 
job in class, and do assigned work. Treat others professionally by being civil, showing respect for the 
discussion of ideas, and not creating distractions such as side conversations, cell phone usage, 
looking at or listening to things that do not pertain to class, packing up to leave early. If you have 
problems with someone, tell Dr. Pomerleau, so we can solve the issue. Because UNT is a heavily 
commuter campus, it is occasionally impossible to be on time. If you are late or must leave early, 
please come in or go quietly. 
 TOTAL POINTS POSSIBLE= 400 

A = 90-100%,  B = 80-89%,  C = 70-79%,  D = 60-69%,  F = 0-59% rounded to the hundredth 
1. Attend and Read: I expect students to attend all class sessions and to complete reading 

assignments by the due date on the syllabus. Get the textbook before January 21. It is Brands 
et al, American Stories, Vol. 2, 3rd ed. [AS]. There are also readings on Blackboard by David 
Harvey and Naomi Klein. 

2. Quizzes (5 at 20 points each). Quizzes are in-class approximately every two weeks. 
3. Exam 1 (100 pts.): Exams combine essay and short answer formats, so students can demonstrate 

their ability to recall definitions, arrange chronology, explain the significance of historical 
evidence, and form solid argumentation. Exam 1 covers lecture topics 1-7 and American Stories 
chapter 16-25. No use of any study aids, notes, electronic devices, etc. on exams. 

4. Exam 2 (100 pts.): Exam 2 covers lecture topics 8-13 and chapters 26-31.  
5. Historical Impact Paper: (100 pts.): This 4-6 page paper focuses on the last lecture, chapters 31-

32, and the two Blackboard readings (Harvey, Klein). 
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DEADLINES & READING SCHEDULE: 
 
WEEK CLASS SESSION  READ 
1)  1/19,21 Topic 1: 1865-1877 Reconstruction           AS ch.16 
2)  1/26,28 Topic 2: 1870-1900s Business, Labor, Society        AS ch. 18, 20 
3)  2/2 Topic 3: 1865-1900s West   AS ch. 17  
 2/4 Topic 4: 1870s-1900s Imperialism  AS ch. 21 Quiz 1 on 16, 17, 18, 20 
4)  2/9 Topic 5: 1890s-1917 Progressive Era AS ch. 19, 22  
 2/11 Catch-up AS ch. 23 
5)  2/16 Topic 6: 1914-1919 World War I AS ch. 24 Quiz 2 on 19, 21, 22, 23 
 2/18 Review   
6)  2/23 Topic 7: 1919-1929 Demobilization & Twenties AS ch. 25 
 2/25 EXAM 1 = topics 1-7, ch. 16-25 
7)  3/1 Topic 8: 1930s Great Depression AS ch.26 & What’s the Deal Instructions 
 3/3 Play What’s the Deal 
8)  3/8 Discuss What’s the Deal by character  
 3/10 TBA  Quiz 3 on 24, 25, 26 

 
——— [3/14-20 SPRING BREAK] ——— 

 
9)  3/22 Topic 9: 1939-1945 WWII  AS ch. 27 
 3/24 Film: Hiroshima 
10) 3/29 Topic 10: 1945-1960s Cold War Prosperity AS ch. 28, 29.1-2 
 3/31 Topic 11: 1945-1960s Civil Rights AS ch.29.3-30 Quiz 4 on 27, 28, 29, 30 
11) 4/5 Topic 12: 1960s-1970s 
 4/7 Review AS ch. 31 
12) 4/12 Topic 13: Vietnam & Global Decolonization 
 4/14 EXAM 2 = ch. 26-31, topics 8-13  
13) 4/19 Topic 14: 1980s & Neoliberalism   AS ch. 32 & Harvey, “Introduction,” A 

Brief History of Neoliberalism (2005), 104.  
 4/21 Topic 14: Neoliberalism   Harvey, “Freedom’s Just Another Word” 
14) 4/26,28 Topic 15: United States in a Global Context Klein, “Threats and Temps” 
15) 5/3 Paper Writing      Quiz 5 on 32, Harvey, Klein 
 5/5 Course Wrap-Up 
Thursday, May 12 = 9:30AM deadline to turn in Final Paper onto Blackboard 

Dr. Pomerleau and your assistant will be in their offices in Wooten Thursday morning from at 
least 9-10AM to assist if you have not been able to upload your paper between May 5 and May 
12. If you need help, bring the paper as a Word document on a flash drive and as a hard copy. 

 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
1. Attend and participate in every class (have the reading read, look, listen, take notes). 
2. Read and refer often to your course syllabus. 
3. Use a paper or electronic planner for deadlines. 
4. Visit your graduate assistant or professor in office hours to ask questions and get help. 
5. Prepare ahead for quizzes, exams and the paper rather than procrastinating. 
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RESOURCES  
History Help Center (for make-up work): Wooten 220, 940-565-4772, historyhelpcenter@unt.edu 
UNT Learning Center: http://learningcenter.unt.edu/supportprograms for workshops on note-

taking, study review, test-taking, etc. 
UNT Student Writing Lab: http://writinglab.unt.edu/ Note grammar and style aids under resources 

(including active not passive voice). 
 
CHANGES TO SYLLABUS: The instructor may change the information contained in this course 
syllabus with advanced notice depending on the progress and needs of the class.  
 
EXTRA CREDIT (UP TO 40PTS): Students may earn up to 20 points per extra credit essay and may 
write up to two essays, which Dr. Pomerleau grades. Each 500-word max. essay is based on 
attendance at one of the History Department’s spring talks and gives the scholar’s thesis, 
summarizes their main points, and evaluates how the scholar interprets U.S. history for the goals the 
scholar has in discussing this facet of U.S. history. Students whose schedules do not allow them to 
attend any talks may write one 500-word max. essay on David Harvey’s thesis, main points, and 
interpretation of U.S. history for his goal based on the David Harvey reading on Blackboard. Please 
see Blackboard for the speaker schedule. 
 
Missed deadlines/make-up policy: Email your assistant and CC Dr. Pomerleau ASAP if you will 
miss a HIST 2620 deadline due to an emergency. Approved make-ups happen in Wooten 220. 
Absences are excused with documentation of a university-sanctioned reason (including doctor’s or 
employer’s notes).  
 
ACADEMIC DISHONESTY/PLAGIARISM: Cheating and plagiarism are academic crimes that result in 
a failing course grade. You cheat by copying or providing answers, hints, or help to or from 
another student. You commit plagiarism if you use another person’s ideas or expression in your 
writing without acknowledging the source in your paper. If you quote without citing or put someone 
else’s ideas into your own words without crediting them, you plagiarize.  
http://policy.unt.edu/sites/default/files/untpolicy/pdf/7-Student_Affairs-Academic_Integrity.pdf 
 
DISABILITIES ACCOMMODATIONS: The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic 
accommodation for students with disabilities. Students seeking reasonable accommodation must 
first register with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a 
disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with a reasonable accommodation letter to be 
delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding your specific needs in a course. You may 
request reasonable accommodations at any time, however, ODA notices of reasonable 
accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in 
implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of reasonable accommodation for 
every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. 
Students are strongly encouraged to deliver letters of reasonable accommodation during faculty 
office hours or by appointment. Faculty members have the authority to ask students to discuss such 
letters during their designated office hours to protect the privacy of the student.  For additional 
information see the Office of Disability Accommodation website at http://www.unt.edu/oda. You 
may also contact them by phone at 940.565.4323. 
 

http://www.unt.edu/oda
tel:940.565.4323

