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HIST 4261.002/HIST 5100.005: 20th-21st-century U.S. Social Movements 
Spring 2012 —Wooten 110 —Wed 6:30PM-9:20PM 

Clark A. Pomerleau, Ph.D. 
 
 
Email: Clark.Pomerleau@unt.edu Office: Wooten 234  [Office Phone: 565-4214 to leave message] 
Mail Box: Wooten 225 Office Hours: Tu/Th 8:30-9:20 AM, W 5:30-6:20PM, by appt. 
 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  20th-21st-century U.S. Social Movements is a research seminar for upper-
division undergraduates and graduate students. This course (1) teaches foundational concepts for social 
movement history, (2) acquaints students with historical sources and how to use them, (3) gives students 
experience doing historical research, and (4) teaches students the process of creating a research paper that 
is appropriate for a presentation at a historical conference, a writing sample, or a chapter draft for a thesis.  
 Students choose a research topic within the course theme. A “social movement” refers to a collective, 
sustained, and non-institutional challenge to authorities, power holders, or cultural beliefs and practices 
(Goodwin & Jasper, 4). Social movements may have sought to reform institutions like political parties, 
government, education, religious groups, etc. Alternatively, social movements may have sought to redeem 
(often religious), produce revolution, or create an alternative society. Social movements span political 
positions from radically conservative to moderate to radically leftist. 
 
REQUIRED READINGS:  
1. Jeff Goodwin and James M. Jaspers, eds., The Social Movements Reader: Cases and Concepts, 2nd 

ed. (West Sussex, UK: Wiley-Blackwell, 2009). 
2. Kate Turabian, A Manual for Writers of Term Papers, Theses, and Dissertations, 7th ed., (Chicago: 

University of Chicago Press, 1996). 
3. Readings on Blackboard and/or in class, mostly generated from students’ work. 
4. Students will do lots of individual reading for their secondary and primary research on their topic. 

The course assumes you have a general knowledge of the United States in the twentieth century. 
Students will need to acquaint themselves with context that is relevant to their topic. 

 
REQUIREMENTS/GRADING: 
 Remaining in this course makes it one of your part-time jobs (along with other classes, paid work, and 
unpaid labor). I expect all of us to act professionally, which includes that we show up for work, do our 
jobs in class, work with others in the course, do assigned out-of-class work, show respect for everyone in 
the room and for the discussion of ideas, and do not engaging in disruptive behavior (side conversations, 
cell phones, doing reading or work that does not pertain to class, etc.). Graduate students will mentor 
undergraduates. If you have problems with someone, tell me your concerns, so we can solve the problem. 
 Because UNT is a heavily commuter campus, it is occasionally impossible to be on time. Allow the 
reasonable maximum of time to commute, but if you are late or must leave early, come in or go quietly. 
1. Class conduct = 150 points: This course requires active participation to earn an A, so students 
contribute to each others’ learning. No points are assigned for just attending and soaking up the work the 
instructor and other students present. Answer questions to demonstrate reading comprehension, make 
comments relevant to the discussion, ask questions, do any in-class work, and bring readings and notes 
from which to cite.  
2. Turn in all work on time. There is no extra credit and no extensions without documented emergency. 
You must do every assignment to complete the course with a passing grade. 
3. Assignments: instructions appear under the date the assignments are assigned 

a. Plagiarism essay (1st short assignment) = 20 points 
b. Initial search citations (2nd short) = 20 points 
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c. Find a book review (3rd short) = 10 points 
d. Sample prospectus based on archival collections (4th short) = 50 points 
e. Preliminary bibliography of primary and secondary sources (5th short) = 50 points 
f. Primary source analysis (6th short & 1st oral presentation) = 25 points + 25 points 
g. Formal prospectus with bibliography = 100 points 
h. Full draft = 300 points 
i. Paper presentation (2nd oral presentation) = 100 points 
j. Final research paper = 150 points: This version of the paper will be graded for serious revision 
from the draft and proper citation methods. 

 
A = 900-1000   B = 800-899   C = 700-799   D = 600-699   E = 0-599   all grades rounded to nearest 100th 
 
STUDENT ACADEMIC RESOURCES 
UNT Student Writing Lab: http://www.unt.edu/writinglab/   
UNT Learning Center: http://www.unt.edu/lc/    
History Help Center: Wooten 220, 940-565-4772, historyhelpcenter@unt.edu 
Women and Social Movements in the United States, 1600-2000 http://womhist.alexanderstreet.com / (a 

good source of documents) 
 
CHANGES TO SYLLABUS: The instructor may change the information contained in this course syllabus 
with advanced notice to facilitate the progress and needs of the class.  
 
PLAGIARISM & CODE OF ACADEMIC INTEGRITY: In your written work, follow Turabian’s style to give 
a full footnote or endnote citation for every idea (quoted or paraphrased) that is not your own. Cheating 
and plagiarism are academic crimes that result in a failing course grade. You cheat by copying or 
providing answers, hints, or help to or from another student. You commit plagiarism if you use another 
person’s ideas or expression in your writing without acknowledging the source. If you quote without 
citing or put someone else’s ideas into your own words without crediting them, you plagiarize. You need 
not cite encyclopedia-type knowledge such as birth and death dates or place, the names of famous 
people’s teachers or relatives. By Wednesday, January 25 read “Acts of Dishonesty” in the CODE OF 
STUDENT CONDUCT AND DISCIPLINE: http://conduct.unt.edu/development/dishonesty 
 
DISABILITIES ACCOMMODATIONS: Faculty members must provide "reasonable accommodations" to 
students with disabilities, so as not to discriminate on the basis of that disability. Student responsibility 
primarily rests with informing faculty of their need for accommodation and in providing authorized 
documentation through designated administrative channels. Information regarding diagnostic criteria and 
policies for obtaining academic accommodations can be found at http://www.unt.edu/oda/apply/index.html or 
visit the Office of Disability Accommodation in the University Union, Rm. 321 or call (940) 565-4323. 
 

ASSIGNMENT SCHEDULE: 
Wk 1 Introduction to the Course   
1-18 Lecture: U.S. social movements, brain-storming specific movements, historical research 
 Methodology:  See these helpful write-ups on history research 
 Patrick Rael, Bowdoin College, “Reading, Writing, and researching for History: A Guide for College 

Students” http://www.bowdoin.edu/writing-guides/ 
  “Using Primary Sources on the Web”  

http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/rusa/sections/history/resources/pubs/usingprimarysources/index.cfm  
 For next week:  

1. Plagiarism essay (1st short assignment): Use the following sites to learn about plagiarism— 
http://historians.org/governance/pd/Curriculum/plagiarism_defining.htm 
http://www.plagiarism.org/plag_article_what_is_plagiarism.html 
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http://www.plagiarism.org/plag_article_plagiarism_faq.html 
http://www.plagiarism.org/plag_article_types_of_plagiarism.html 
Type a 1-page single spaced essay that defines plagiarism and explains how to paraphrase 
properly. Obviously, do not plagiarize this essay. Paraphrase correctly, and use Turabian’s 
citation format. At the end type “I understand what qualifies as plagiarism and how to quote and 
paraphrase  properly and will not plagiarize or cheat in this course.” Sign your name after that 
statement. Pay attention to your quality of writing, grammar, punctuation, organization, and 
clarity because this first assignment will give me a sense of your writing. 

2. Set up an appointment:  Make an appointment with me to approve your research topic.  
3. Read Goodwin & Jasper, Intro-Part III, pp. 1-90. How can this apply to your research project? 

When reading Goodwin & Jasper, all students should take notes on (1) the research questions and 
conclusions the authors make, (2) the types of sources the authors use as evidence, (3) the ways 
the authors support their arguments. Pay attention in these chapters and your research to 
terminology, scope, and roles. Jot down 1 way you can apply each chapter to your topic. 

 
Wk 2  Finding Tools for Research.  Visit Willis Library  
1-25 Meet at the UNT Willis Library 136 (computer room, 1st floor), by 6:30 pm sharp for an introduction 

to researching and the archival holdings. We will look at research guides on-line and reference 
resources (indexes, finding aids, specialized guides, microform and internet resources) that 
historians use in their research. Then we will meet in the University Archives to hear about the 
library’s holdings (4th floor).     

  Continue deciding the parameters of your research topic. 
 Due:  Plagiarism essay       
 For next week:  

1. Initial search citations (2nd short): Search the New York Times index, and copy a primary document 
for your topic. Search “America: History and Life” or journals within JSTOR or EBSCO 
(http://irservices.library.unt.edu/search_ais.cfm) and find a full text copy of a history article related to 
your topic. Copy the document or first two pages. Search the UNT library catalog and identify a 
relevant book. Keep track of the keywords and subject words and dates. Turn in the citation list for 
these three materials along with the photocopies. 

2. Find a book review (3rd short): Gather 1 book review on the book you found for your initial search 
citation from an electronic source or printed published source. Consider MUSE, a journal in J-STOR 
or any other electronic source, Google Scholar reviews or softback/bound journals such as Journal of 
American History, American Historical Review, Reviews in American History.  Make a copy to bring 
to the next class. Include the full citation. If you find no reviews for your cited book, say so and find a 
book from UNT’s library for which there is a scholarly review. 

3. Read Goodwin & Jasper Part IV-V, pp. 91-186. How can each chapter apply to your research project? 
 
Wk 3 Discovering Archival Resources (no Wednesday office hours) 
2-1 Visit TWU Woman’s Collection. Meet by 6:30 pm sharp at The Woman’s Collection in the Mary 

Evelyn Blagg Huey Library, Texas Woman’s University.  Take Bell Street to the Visitor Parking 
Lot (on left). Park and look for the library to the right but down the hill (north). For a map go to 
www.twu.edu/maps.asp.  

 Due: Initial search citations.  Book review. 
 For next week:  

1. Sample prospectus based on UNT & TWU archival sources (4th short). Use the UNT archival and 
TWU Woman’s Collection websites (http://www.twu.edu/library/wom/wm_index.htm  ) to identify 
manuscript collections of interest to you. Cite them by number, name, dates included, the size of the 
collection, and summary of materials and description of the collection. 
 Example:   Mss. 585,  
 League of Women Voters Records, 1974-1999  

http://www.twu.edu/maps.asp


HIST 4261.002/HIST 5100.005     4 
 

 League of Women Voters of Plano, Collin County 
 7 cubic feet. TWU Woman’s Collection. 

Bylaws, minutes, treasurer's reports, correspondence, printed material and news 
clippings. Also includes material related to sponsorship of Arts and Crafts Faire in Plano, 
1977-1999. A nonpartisan women's organization which studies and informs voters on 
candidates and issues.  
Imagine a research project using the manuscript collections you find. If you find nothing 

relevant to your topic, this proposal will be for a different topic (not what you will spend the rest 
of the term researching). Write a one-page single-spaced prospectus with a topic and ideas for a 
research paper. What research questions could the material answer? 

2. Read Goodwin & Jasper Part VI-VIII, pp.187-370. How can each ch. apply to your research project? 
 
Wk 4  Discussion: The Social Movements Reader, Intro-Part VIII and Concepts to Apply to Research 
2-8 Due: Sample prospectus. 
 For next week:  

1. Research on your topic. 
2. Preliminary bibliography of primary and secondary sources (5th short): State the facet of a social 

movement you are researching and the research questions you plan to answer. If you already have a 
working thesis you will argue, state that. Include the secondary literature and primary sources from 
the time relevant to your project. Note which are not available in Denton (usually because they are in 
archives) or available only through interlibrary loan. Order your interlibrary loan materials. 

3. Pick a primary source to bring in, and analyze someone else’s source. Pick one of your sources 
that seems vitally relevant to your research and ripe for interpretation. If it is a long written source, 
make copies of a segment you most want help analyzing. Provide an accurate and complete citation 
using proper footnote style. Get a copy to me before the end of Sunday, so I can scan it and make it 
available on Blackboard OR (I hope) Blackboard will be set up for you to upload it. Be prepared to 
explain your interpretation of context, text, and subtext and how you want to use the source as 
evidence and/or what problems you are having with the source. 

 
Wk 5 Analyzing Primary Sources in Historical Context 
2-15 Due: Primary source, analyzing someone else’s source, & preliminary bibliography. 
 For next week:  

1. Read chapters on Blackboard for 2/22, consider “Questions to Ask of Primary Sources,” and bring 
questions about the use of oral history interviews. 
 

Wk 6 Discovering Oral History: Guest Speaker:  Dr. Todd Moye 
2-22 For next week:  

1. Formal prospectus with bibliography: State your research questions. Explain how your work will 
relate to the relevant secondary literature and what historical events it will document and analyze. 
Your paper must be an analysis, not a summary of other scholars’ descriptions of the topic or their 
analysis. Clarify what method you have designed to answer your questions. Note what problems you 
have encountered and what questions we need to discuss. Bibliography of primary and secondary 
sources: Include the secondary literature and primary sources from the time relevant to your project. 
Note which are not available in Denton or available only through interlibrary loan. Order your 
interlibrary loan materials. List three questions and answers per source you have read. The first 
question in each case is “What is the thesis argument?” Either I will need a copy before the end of 
Sunday to scan and upload or you will upload the assignment to Blackboard. 

2. Read the proposals for the students you have been assigned. 
3. Read Goodwin & Jasper, IX,-X, pp. 371-440. 

 

http://twudigital.cdmhost.com/cdm4/results.php?CISOOP1=exact&CISOFIELD1=CISOSEARCHALL&CISOROOT=/p1281coll7&CISOBOX1=League+of+Women+Voters+of+Plano%2C+Collin+County
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 By this point, you must have found archival and/or other primary sources you plan to use as 
evidence in your paper. If you have not, discuss this with me. 

              
Wk 7   Trouble-shooting proposals + Discuss The Social Movements Reader, Parts VIII-X 
2-29 Due: Formal prospectus with bibliography (Sunday, February 26) 
 Sign up for presentation date. 
 
No Class March 7, 14, 21, or 28. Meet with me by appointment as needed. 
 
SPRING BREAK MARCH  19-25 
 
Wk 11 No class meeting 
3-28 Due: Those presenting April 4 turn in full draft of your research paper to Blackboard. 
 
Wk 12 Paper Presentations  
4-4   Due: Those presenting April 11 turn in full draft of your research paper to Blackboard. 
  
Wk 13 Paper Presentations 
4-11 Due: Those presenting April 18 turn in full draft of your research paper to Blackboard. 
 
Wk 14 Paper Presentations 
4-18 Due: Those presenting April 25 turn in full draft of your research paper to Blackboard. 
 
Wk 15 Paper Presentations 
4-25 Due: Final papers for weeks 12 and 13 presenters. 
 
5-2 Due: Final papers for weeks 14 and 15 presenters. 
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