Contact Information

	Professor: 
	Brian Prascher, PhD

	Office Location:
	CHEM 163

	Office Hours: 
	Tuesdays 5:00p-6:00p, or by appointment

	Cell Phone:
	817-313-9559

	Email:
	Brian.Prascher@unt.edu


Communication Expectations: UNT email will be the primary mechanism for communication during the course. We will also use Canvas to post class announcements, lecture material, discussions, quizzes, exams, and grades. Phone calls and texts are also encouraged, though due to my outside work schedule, I may not always answer right away. Microsoft Teams is my preference for virtual meetings.
Teaching Assistants
	Name
	Nur Rabah
	Deepa Ranabhat

	Office Location
	CHEM 347
	CHEM 226

	Office Hours
	Th 12:30p-1:30p
	F 9:00a-10:00a

	Email
	nur-annrabah@my.unt.edu
	DeepaRanabhat@my.unt.edu


PLTL Leaders
	Name
	Jilawan Francis
	Ayush Amitkumar Bhatt

	PLTL Time and Location
	M 4:30p-6:00p (AUDB 201)
T 12:00p-1:30p (AUDB 218)
W 4:00p-5:30p (AUDB 212)
	W 2:30p-4:00p (ENV 120)
Th 11:00a-12:30p (LIFE A419)

	Email
	jilawanfrancis@my.unt.edu
	ayushamitkumarbhatt@my.unt.edu



Course Description
CHEM 1410 - General Chemistry I for Science Majors - is an introduction to fundamental concepts, states of matter, periodic table, structure and bonding, stoichiometry, oxidation and reduction, solutions, and compounds of representative elements.

Course Structure
The course will be taught face-to-face in the Environmental Sciences Building (ENV), Room 130. Recitation will also be held in ENV 130. On occasion, and with prior notification from the Instructor, lecture material may be held online. Course meeting periods will be structured around a lecture followed by hands-on exercises in class.

Course Prerequisites or Other Restrictions
Prerequisite: C or better in MATH 1100 or equivalent.
This course assumes that the student has a firm grasp of algebra, specifically setting up and solving linear equations in one or two variables, interpreting graphs, rearranging equations, and general problem solving skills. If required by the material, crucial math skills will be reviewed in class as needed.
The course will also require the student to have working knowledge of UNT email, Teams, Canvas (Canvas Technical Requirements), PDFs, and a scientific calculator of their choice.

Course Objectives
The objective of this course is to introduce the concepts of chemistry from the ground up and establish a foundation upon which deeper chemistry knowledge can be built. Another objective of this course is to provide a forum for learning chemistry through peer groups, student-led tutorials, and professor-facilitated discussions. By the end of the course, students should have a broad knowledge of introductory chemistry topics and be well-prepared for the CHEM 1420 course. This course will cover the following topics:
· Atoms, Molecules, and Ions
· Electronic Structure and Periodic Properties of Elements
· Chemical Bonding and Molecular Geometry
· Advanced Theories of Bonding
· Composition of Substances and Solutions
· Stoichiometry of Chemical Reactions
· Gases, Liquids, and Solids
· Thermochemistry

Course Materials
REQUIRED TEXT: Chemistry: Atoms First, 2 ed. Flowers et al. (OpenStax)
NOTE: OpenStax is free (gratis) courseware; there are no subscription fees required to access the electronic textbook and associated resources.

Teaching Philosophy
My teaching philosophy centers around making sure the material being presented is clear and relevant to the students. I do not claim to know everything, but I have some experience with the course material that I am more than willing to teach to others. I happily accept engagement from the students during the course period and will attempt to answer questions as best I can, though some questions may require me to take time outside of class to provide a satisfactory answer. Since this is a course that exposes students to many different concepts, I will do my best to supplement the learning experience with different venues: examples, videos, etc.
The best way for the student to learn chemistry is to stay engaged in the course material, ask questions as they come up, read and re-read the textbook outside of class, do the hands-on assignments until they’re understood, and seek help from peers and the professor when needed.
“Help will always be given [in chemistry] to those who ask for it.”
- Albus Dumbledore (mostly)

Course Requirements
Grading      
	Task
	Percentage of Grade
	Description

	Attendance (Daily)
	5%
	Attendance is taken in every lecture period

	Homework (Weekly)
	10%
	Homework is posted weekly and due on Sundays by 11:59pm

	Quizzes (Weekly)
	10%
	Written quizzes are given every week during the last 20 minutes of Recitation; the best 10 quizzes scores are kept for the student's final grade

	Exams
	50%
	Three (3) written exams will be given during the Thursday Lecture and Recitation times throughout the semester

	Final Exam
	25%
	A comprehensive written final exam will be given Tuesday, Dec 9 from 1:30-3:30p.

	Total
	100%
	 


Each assignment will be graded promptly and grades posted for the student to review on Canvas. Quiz and exam keys will also be posted to Canvas following all students having attempted the assignment. Students are always welcome to challenge grades with the Instructor, though success overturning a grade by challenge is not guaranteed.
At the end of the semester, points will be added up and the following rubric will determine a student’s grade for the course: A = 90-100%; B = 80-89%; C = 70-79%; D = 60-69%; F = anything less than 60%.
NOTE: Grades will not be rounded up to the nearest letter!

Course Policies
Attendance Policy: The nature of this course is that material builds upon itself throughout the semester. As a result, attendance during all course periods is requested. Attendance will be tracked in class. Visit the University of North Texas’ Attendance Policy to learn more.
Class Participation: Engagement and participation during the lectures and in-class exercises is highly encouraged. Engagements outside the class are also encouraged.
PLTL Participation: This is an optional supplement to the course where students meet with student leaders to practice course material. Participation in these activities is highly encouraged.  As an incentive for participating in PLTL sessions, extra credit will be given: attend TBD sessions and get 10 points extra on the final exam; attend TBD sessions and get 20 points extra on the final exam. The student must have their leader record their attendance at each session and provide to the instructor weekly for credit!
Additional PLTL extra credit opportunity: If you are unable to attend the PLTL sessions listed above, you may download the PLTL packets from the Modules section of the course Canvas page. If you complete TBD of the packets before Reading Day (Dec 5) and turn them in to the Instructor, you will receive 10 extra credit points on the final exam. Complete all TBD packets before Reading Day (Dec 5) and you will receive 20 extra credit points on the final exam. A packet is considered complete if all the questions are answered and all work is shown. NOTE: I will only accept one path or the other for extra credit. That is, either attend the required number of sessions OR turn in the required number of PLTL packets for extra credit, but not a mixture of both.
Cell Phone Policy: Your electronic device is welcome in class during lectures and recitation periods provided it is silenced during class and does not become a distraction to others. Devices are not permitted to be used during quizzes or exams. It is requested that personal cell phone use be limited during class. If the student needs to take a call or participate in an extended text message conversation, they are asked to step outside the classroom to complete this activity.
Late Work: UNT instructors have the prerogative to accept or not to accept late work. In general, late work will not be accepted unless coordinated in advance of the due date with the Instructor.

Assignment Policy
Homework assignments will be communicated to students in advance during the course period, via the Canvas course webpage. Assignments will clearly indicate their due date and, in general, homework is due at 11:59p on Sundays.

Quiz and Exam Policy
FINAL EXAM: Tuesday, December 9 from 1:30-3:30p in ENV 130
Students are expected to bring writing utensils and a scientific calculator of their choosing to all quizzes and exams. The quizzes and exams will not be open-book exercises. There are no makeup quizzes or exams except for University exceptions. Students who are unable to make a scheduled quiz or exam time will need to coordinate with the Instructor ahead of time to reschedule. Rescheduled quizzes and exams must be completed within one (1) week of the original exam date.

Syllabus Change Policy
This syllabus is subject to change. Changes will be clearly communicated to the students as the syllabus is updated. Students will be notified either in class, via email, or via the Canvas course web page.

ADA Accommodations
The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. Students seeking reasonable accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Access (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with a reasonable accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding your specific needs in a course. You may request reasonable accommodations at any time; however, ODA notices of reasonable accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of reasonable accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. Students are strongly encouraged to deliver letters of reasonable accommodation during faculty office hours or by appointment. Faculty members have the authority to ask students to discuss such letters during their designated office hours to protect the privacy of the student. For additional information, refer to the Office of Disability Access website (http://www.unt.edu/oda). You may also contact ODA by phone at (940) 565-4323.

