ART 1301.003: Honors Art Appreciation
 Course Syllabus
Course Information 
Semester: fall 2026
Course: ART 1301.003, Honors Art Appreciation 
Location: ART Building 280 
Time: Tuesday & Thursday, 09:35-10:55 AM

Instructor Contact Information 
Instructor: Boxin Peng 
Email: BoxinPeng@my.unt.edu
Office: ART Building 221
[bookmark: _GoBack]Office Hours: Tuesday, 2:30 – 3:30 PM

This syllabus follows the department ART 1301 course framework and is adapted for this section. Canvas is the primary location for current assignment instructions, due dates, announcements, and course materials.
Communication
Please use your official UNT email address or Canvas for course communication. I will normally respond within two business days. When emailing, include “ART 1301.003” and a brief topic in the subject line. Please use clear and professional language and include a greeting and closing.
Course Prerequisite
Must be a member of the Honors College to take this course.
Course Description
CORE Creative Arts – Component Area Option A. Honors Course. ART 1301. Honors Art Appreciation. 3 hours. History and analysis of Western art with reference to non-Western cultures.
The course explores art through a thematic and global perspective. Art is considered through social, cultural, and historical contexts rather than through a strictly chronological survey. The major themes are Food and Shelter; Social Protest and Affirmation; Race, Gender, and Class; Nature, Knowledge, and Technology; and Art in Your Life.
In this section, Chinese art will serve as an important recurring point of reference within the global framework. Chinese calligraphy and landscape painting will be used to examine visual language, artistic practice, nature, culture, and interpretation. These examples will be placed in focused comparison with artworks from other cultures when comparison helps us ask a specific question. The course is not a survey of Chinese art.
Core Objectives
Critical Thinking: creative thinking, inquiry, analysis, evaluation, and synthesis of information.
Communication Skills: effective development, interpretation, and expression of ideas through written, oral, and visual communication.
Teamwork: consideration of different points of view and effective collaboration toward a shared purpose or goal.
Social Responsibility: intercultural competence and the ability to engage effectively with regional, national, and global communities.
Course Learning Objectives
By the end of the course, students should be able to:
Identify and describe major visual elements, principles of design, media, and artistic processes.
Analyze artworks using visual evidence and appropriate art vocabulary.
Interpret artworks in relation to social, cultural, and historical contexts.
Compare artworks from different cultural or historical contexts using focused visual and contextual evidence.
Communicate ideas about art through written, oral, visual, and collaborative work.
Participate effectively in group discussions and collaborative projects.
Reflect on how cultural experience influences the ways people understand and value art.
Demonstrate familiarity with a range of artistic traditions, including selected examples of Chinese art.
Required Materials
No textbook purchase is required for this course. All required readings, videos, images, and other course materials will be provided through Canvas.
Canvas for course materials, announcements, assignments, discussions, presentations, and submissions.
Reliable internet access and a computer/laptop capable of using Canvas, Microsoft Word, and presentation software.
Basic drawing materials for in-class activities: pencil and paper. No specialized Chinese painting materials are required for students.
Course Structure
This section meets twice each week, on Tuesdays and Thursdays. Each week includes approximately three hours of class time. Assigned readings and preparation activities posted in Canvas should be completed before the class meeting for which they are assigned.
Tuesday meetings generally introduce concepts, readings, artworks, and visual-analysis methods. Thursday meetings generally emphasize application through discussion, group work, short presentations, demonstrations, workshops, and reflection. The structure may change when an assignment or assessment requires a different format.
A recurring learning cycle is LOOK → THINK → DISCUSS → MAKE → REFLECT. In-class making activities are low-stakes opportunities to experience artistic decisions. Students are not expected to have prior art-making skills.
Course Approach
This course explores art through a thematic and global perspective. Students will engage with artworks from a variety of cultural and historical contexts through visual analysis, discussion, comparison, and in-class activities.
The course will also include selected examples and demonstrations drawn from the instructor's background in traditional Chinese art, including Chinese calligraphy and landscape painting. These examples will be introduced in connection with relevant course themes and concepts.
In-class activities may include close looking, discussion, short presentations, demonstrations, and hands-on art-making exercises. When appropriate, students may use simple materials such as pencil and paper to explore visual elements, artistic processes, and compositional ideas. No prior art-making experience is required.
Course Assessment
	Assessment
	Points
	Percentage

	Attendance & Participation
	100
	10%

	Weekly Preparation Activities
	50
	5%

	Module Quizzes
	200
	20%

	Art Analysis
	150
	15%

	Group Discussion
	150
	15%

	Group Exhibition Project Presentation
	150
	15%

	Exams 1 & 2
	200
	20%

	Total
	1000
	100%


Grading scale: A = 900–1000; B = 800–899; C = 700–799; D = 600–699; F = below 600.
Course Components
Attendance & Participation — 10%
Students are expected to attend every scheduled class, arrive on time, come prepared, and participate thoughtfully in discussions and activities. Participation includes close looking, discussion, group work, workshops, and preparation for assignments. Personal messaging, entertainment, sleeping, or unrelated work during class may reduce participation credit. Students should consult the instructor as soon as possible about an absence.
Weekly Preparation Activities — 5%
Short preparation activities will be posted in Canvas throughout the semester. These may include videos, short readings, artwork-viewing activities, or questions. They should be completed before the class meeting for which they are assigned. One lowest score will be dropped at the end of the semester.
Module Quizzes — 20%
Module quizzes are completed on Canvas and are based on assigned course materials, lectures, artworks, videos, and class discussions. Quizzes are intended to check understanding and prepare students for the exams. The current course calendar will list each quiz and its covered material.
Art Analysis — 15%
Students will complete one detailed artwork analysis. The assignment asks students to analyze an artwork using materials/media, visual elements, principles of design, and relevant context, and to compare the work with appropriate examples from course materials. The assignment will include an in-person artwork component when feasible; an approved alternative will be available for students with documented access or mobility accommodations.
Group Discussion — 15%
Students will participate in a structured group discussion centered on art collecting, museum practices, cultural heritage, and the ethical question of repatriation. Students will prepare evidence-based responses, contribute to the group discussion, and respond constructively to other viewpoints. Specific instructions and the Canvas discussion format will be provided in the relevant module.
Group Exhibition Project Presentation — 15%
Students will be assigned to groups. Each group will develop a proposed art exhibition, including a title, theme, location, date, and plan for reaching its target audience. Each member will select one artwork and research its content or meaning. The group will create a cohesive PowerPoint presentation and present the proposed exhibition and individual artworks to the class.
The project will include both individual and group components. Each student will also be expected to ask at least one informed question about an in-class presentation. Presentation dates are assigned in advance and should be treated as required class commitments.
Exams — 20%
There will be two individual online exams on Canvas. Each exam will cover the course topics and materials identified in the current Canvas modules and review guide. Exams may include vocabulary, concepts, artists, artworks, readings, lectures, videos, assignments, and class discussions. The official Canvas calendar will provide the final exam dates and availability windows.
Extra Credit
If offered in the course, selected Canvas review or image-analysis activities may provide extra credit. Each opportunity and its point value will be announced in Canvas. Additional extra credit, if offered, will be explained in class and posted in Canvas.
Late Work and Make-Up Work
This course follows the department syllabus framework: late submissions are generally not accepted. Make-up work for assignments, quizzes, and exams is allowed only in approved circumstances, such as a documented excused absence, and should be discussed with the instructor as early as possible. Specific emergency or university-approved situations will be handled according to applicable UNT policy.
Artificial Intelligence
AI tools are not authorized for course assignments unless the instructor explicitly states otherwise in the assignment instructions. This course asks students to develop their own observations, interpretations, discussions, and arguments. Submitting AI-generated work as one's own does not fulfill the requirements of the assignment and may be treated as an academic integrity concern.
Classroom Environment and Discussion
Art can involve subjects, images, situations, and language that some students may find challenging or uncomfortable. The course values freedom of expression and encourages thoughtful engagement with difficult material.
Students are welcome to disagree with one another and challenge interpretations. Debate is encouraged when it is respectful and supported by evidence, facts, and logic. Students should listen to others, avoid personal attacks, and make room for different perspectives and experiences.
Technology and Recording
Students are expected to have access to Canvas, reliable internet, and standard document/presentation software.
Assignments submitted to Canvas should follow the file-format requirements stated in each assignment.
Class recording is not permitted unless the student has an ODA accommodation and has received the required permission.
Academic Integrity
Students are expected to follow UNT academic integrity standards. Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, cheating, fabrication, facilitating academic dishonesty, forgery, plagiarism, and sabotage. Findings of academic dishonesty may result in academic penalties or other university sanctions.
ADA / Accessibility Accommodations
UNT makes reasonable academic accommodations for students with disabilities. Students seeking accommodations should register with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA). Once an accommodation letter is provided, the student and instructor should discuss how approved accommodations will be implemented in this course as early as possible.
Emergency Notification and Procedures
UNT uses Eagle Alert to communicate critical information such as severe weather, campus closures, and public safety emergencies. If the university closes or class must move online, students should check Canvas for instructions about course continuity.
Student Support and Academic Resources
UNT Student Help Desk for Canvas and technical assistance.
UNT Libraries and the Academic Success Center for research and academic support.
Office of Disability Accommodation for approved accommodations.
Student Health and Wellness Center and Counseling and Testing Services for student support.
Dean of Students and other university support services as appropriate.
Course Calendar
The calendar below follows the department's ART 1301 sequence and adapts it to this Tuesday/Thursday Fall 2026 section. Canvas will contain the current due dates for individual assignments. If the department, university, or Canvas course shell provides a different date or required activity, the official Canvas information takes priority.
	Week / Dates
	Topic
	Activities / Assessments

	Week 1 | Aug. 18 & 20
	Class Introduction / Art and Art Making
	Tue: course introduction, syllabus, introductions, What Is Art?, close looking. Thu: art and art making, Chinese calligraphy as an artistic practice, instructor demonstration, and pencil structure activity. Syllabus Quiz; begin course materials.

	Week 2 | Aug. 25 & 27
	Art and Art Making
	Art and art making continued; art within visual culture; creativity and artists across cultures; discussion and in-class application. Weekly Preparation Activity; Quiz 1.

	Week 3 | Sept. 1 & 3
	The Language of Art and Architecture
	Visual elements and principles; line, shape, space, unity and variety; focused calligraphy comparison. Weekly Preparation Activity; selected in-class practice.

	Week 4 | Sept. 8 & 10
	Media
	Two-dimensional and three-dimensional media; materials and processes; Chinese ink practice as a focused example. Weekly Preparation Activity; Quiz 2.

	Week 5 | Sept. 15 & 17
	Deriving Meaning
	Symbolism, iconography, context, and interpretation; guided artwork analysis. Weekly Preparation Activity; museum/gallery visit preparation.

	Week 6 | Sept. 22 & 24
	Food and Shelter
	Food, eating, domestic life, architecture, and shelter; Chinese examples and focused global comparisons. Weekly Preparation Activity; Quiz 3.

	Week 7 | Sept. 29 & Oct. 1
	Art Analysis Workshop
	Library/research lesson; review of visual elements and principles of design; guided practice for the Art Analysis. Art Analysis preparation/submission according to Canvas.

	Week 8 | Oct. 6 & 8
	Review and Exam 1
	Review of course topics and materials covered to date; Exam 1 completed online on Canvas during the announced window. Exam 1; Art Analysis due according to Canvas.

	Week 9 | Oct. 13 & 15
	Art Collecting, Repatriation, and Social Protest
	Art collecting and cultural heritage; introduction to Social Protest and Affirmation; ethical questions around museums and repatriation. Weekly Preparation Activity; discussion preparation.

	Week 10 | Oct. 20 & 22
	Social Protest and Affirmation
	Social Protest and Affirmation continued; protest, affirmation, oppression, politics, and art; structured group discussion. Optional image-review activity if offered; Group Discussion assignment and response/comment.

	Week 11 | Oct. 27 & 29
	Race, Gender, and Class
	Representation, gender, identity, class, and visual culture; introduction to Group Exhibition Project. Weekly Preparation Activity; Quiz 4.

	Week 12 | Nov. 3 & 5
	Nature, Knowledge, and Technology
	Nature, gardens, environmental art, and constructed environments. Chinese landscape painting workshop: teacher brush-and-ink demonstration and pencil-based landscape study. Weekly Preparation Activity; landscape workshop.

	Week 13 | Nov. 10 & 12
	Art in Your Life / Banksy
	Art in everyday life, public/street art, Banksy, and the relationship between art and audience; exhibition planning workshop. Weekly Preparation Activity; Quiz 5.

	Week 14 | Nov. 17 & 19
	Group Exhibition Project Workshop
	Develop exhibition theme, select artworks, research content/meaning, organize PowerPoint, and rehearse presentations. Group Exhibition PowerPoint preparation.

	Week 15 | Nov. 24 & 26
	Group Exhibition Presentations
	Tue: presentation preparation/check-in. Thu: Thanksgiving — no class. Group Exhibition presentations continue in Week 16 as scheduled.

	Week 16 | Dec. 1 & 3
	Group Exhibition Presentations / Course Synthesis
	Student group presentations; informed peer questions; course synthesis and reflection on how students' understanding of art has changed. Group Exhibition Project Presentation; final course reflection. Exam 2 follows the official Canvas/final-exam schedule.


Canvas Course Organization
Canvas is organized by weekly modules. Students should use Modules as the primary route to course materials. Each module will normally contain: an overview, assigned preparation, Tuesday materials, Thursday materials/activities, assignments or quizzes due that week, and any reflection or discussion activity.
The module sequence may be updated as assignments are released. Students should always check the current module and Canvas calendar for the latest due dates.
Syllabus Change Policy
This syllabus and course calendar are subject to reasonable changes at the instructor's discretion and may be revised to respond to department or university requirements, class needs, or scheduling changes. Substantive changes will be communicated through Canvas.
Important Notice
This syllabus is the section-specific course plan. Department and University policies take precedence where applicable. Canvas is the authoritative source for current assignment instructions, due dates, and announcements.
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