Fall 202６ JAPN 4900: Special Problems
Japan-US Relations 

Instructor Contact
Name: Angela Harris
Office Location: LANG 405A
Phone Number: 940-565-2404
Office Hours: Monday & Wednesday 2:30-3:30; Thursday 9:00-11:00 
                       Also by appointment 
Email: angela.harrris@unt.edu

Course Description and Objectives
In this special problems course, we will discuss Japanese and US politics using Japanese language, and understand political relations between the US and Japan. 

· Understand the history of postwar Japanese politics.
· Understand the political relationship between Japan and the US.
· Communicate about and discuss current events in the US and Japan.
· Reflect on the changes in US-Japan relations over the postwar period, and predict how they will be affected by and change due to current policy.
· Describe recent developments in US and Japanese politics for an audience of native Japanese speakers or intermediate-advanced Japanese learners.
· Apply new vocabulary, kanji, and grammar to the discussion of Japanese and US politics.

Course Eligibility
This course is designed for students who have completed at least 4 semesters of Japanese (JAPN 1010, 1020, 2040, and JAPN 2050), or the equivalent at another university. Students who have studied Japanese informally or in high school may test into this level and receive credit for courses skipped by taking the placement test. Contact the World Languages, Literatures, and Cultures department office for more information.

Required Materials
· Contemporary Japanese politics: institutional changes and power shifts　by Shinoda Tomohiro, New York, 2013.
· Tobira: Gateway to Advanced Japanese Learning Through Content and Multimedia, by Mayumi Oka, et al, Kuroshio Publishers, 2009. 

Grading Scale
· 90-100% = A
· 80-89% = B
· 70-79% = C
· 60-69% = D
· 0-59% = F

Grading
· Discussion = 50%
· Reflections = 15%
· Vocab/Kanji List = 5%
· Vocab/Kanji Quiz = 10%
· Project = 20%
Note: The last day to drop the course is Friday, November 6, 2026. If you submit your drop paperwork by this date, you will receive a W on your transcript, which will not be calculated into your GPA.

Grading Category Details
Class Participation
You will meet with the instructor once per week to discuss the assigned readings, using Japanese. First, you will relate what you have learned from the readings, and ask any questions you have either about the content or about Japanese language use. Then, your instructor will ask discussion questions about the material. You are expected to come to class having read the material and ready to discuss the main points in Japanese. The lowest discussion grade will be dropped. 

Reflections
Three times during the semester, you will complete a short written reflection in Japanese on a discussion question provided by the instructor, related to the material we have covered in the class. 

Vocab/Kanji List and Quizzes
You will be responsible for determining a list of vocabulary and kanji that you think are vital to understanding the subject matter of our discussions. You are expected to provide the list to your instructor, who will develop a quiz to assess whether you are familiar with the vocabulary and kanji. The lowest quiz grade will be dropped. 

Project
Your final project in this course is to create an explainer in the format of your choice on the basics of current Japanese politics for intermediate/advanced language learners, and the basics of current US politics for Japanese native speakers, describing and reflecting on the relationship between the two countries. 

Sexual Discrimination, Harassment, & Assault
UNT is committed to providing an environment free of all forms of discrimination and sexual harassment, including sexual assault, domestic violence, dating violence, and stalking. If you (or someone you know) has experienced or experiences any of these acts of aggression, please know that you are not alone. The federal Title IX law makes it clear that violence and harassment based on sex and gender are Civil Rights offenses. UNT has staff members trained to support you in navigating campus life, accessing health and counseling services, providing academic and housing accommodations, helping with legal protective orders, and more.
UNT’s Dean of Students’ website offers a range of on-campus and off-campus resources to help support survivors, depending on their unique needs: https://studentaffairs.unt.edu/dean-of-students.
The UNT Survivor Advocates can be reached by emailing SurvivorAdvocate@unt.edu or calling 940-565-2648. The UNT Survivor Advocates connect students who have been impacted by violence to resources (counseling, health, safety, academics, legal, etc.), and act as their advocate. They can assist a student by filing protective orders, completing crime victim’s compensation applications, contacting professors for absences related to an assault, working with housing to facilitate a room change (if needed), and connecting students to the many other resources that are available, both on and off campus. They are here to help! For more information see https://deanofstudents.unt.edu/sexual-misconduct/reporting-sexual-misconduct.
Resources, Extra Help & Disability Accommodation
UNT endeavors to offer you a high-quality education and to provide a supportive environment to help you learn and grow. And, as a faculty member, I am committed to helping you be successful as a student. To learn more about campus resources and information on how you can achieve success, go to https://www.unt.edu/success.
Program Information
Major in Japanese: The major consists of the six (6) foundational courses (JAPN 1010,1020, 2040, 2050, 3020, and 3030) and seven (7) advanced courses, at least 3 of which must be at the 4000 level. All courses require a grade of C or higher.
Minor in Japanese: The minor consists of seven (7) courses (JAPN 1010,1020, 2040, 2050, 3020, 3030 and one more course at the 3000 or 4000 level). All courses require a grade of C or higher.
Certificate in Japanese: The Certificate of Achievement in Japanese consists of eight (8) courses (JAPN 1010,1020, 2040, 2050, 3020, 3030, 4020 and 4030). All courses require a grade of C or higher.
For more information about the Japanese program, including the major, minor, and certificate of achievement, contact the Japanese program coordinator:
Name: Yayoi Takeuchi
Office Location: 405B
Phone Number: 940-565-2404
Email: yayoi.takeuchi@unt.edu 
Honor Society: UNT has a chapter of the Japanese National Honor Society (JNHS). The mission of the society is to recognize our outstanding students and encourage their scholastic achievement and excellence in the study of Japanese language. In addition, we aim to promote ways for students to use Japanese on campus and in the community. 
Certificates of Excellence and red-and-white cords to wear at graduation will be given to students who are granted membership in the society. The following is the criteria for the membership of JNHS in addition to the active participation in Japanese Honor Society, a student organization by invitation for activities and individual projects. For information, email: yayoi.takeuchi@unt.edu 
Study Abroad
UNT Japanese program strongly encourages students to have an opportunity to study abroad in Japan. We have currently direct exchanges set up in Japan: Kansai Gaidai University (Osaka), Meiji University (Tokyo), Nagasaki University of Foreign Study (Nagasaki), Nanzan University (Nagoya), and Ritsumeikan University (Kyoto).
The Study Abroad Office helps students find placements in Japan for one semester or an academic year. The beauty of these programs is that you can study in Japan at close to the same cost as studying at UNT.
For more information, visit the Study Abroad office in Marquis Hall (Room 145), check out their website and attend one of their “Study Abroad 101” sessions. 
There are also several opportunities for summer study in Japan at various levels. This website maintains a good list.
Office Hours
Office hours offer you an opportunity to ask for clarification or find support with understanding class material. I encourage you to contact your instructor for support. Your success is our goal. Visit your instructor during office hours for individual help or study suggestions. If the scheduled times don’t work for you, email for an appointment. 
Canvas Site
You can download the PowerPoint from each lesson from our class site on Canvas. You will also find helpful links, activities, etc. Log in at: https://unt.instructure.com.
Tutors
The Department of World Languages, Literatures & Cultures provides free tutoring. See Canvas for times and starting date. Tutoring goes through pre-finals week.
Also, the Learning Center has volunteer tutors that will work with you individually at no charge. Request a tutor at: http://learningcenter.unt.edu/volunteertutoring.
Language Lab
The Language Lab (LANG 105) has movies, magazines, and computer programs that you will find helpful for individual study. The language lab is equipped for typing in Japanese.
Willis Library
The Willis Library has quite a few resources for additional study. The “Japanese Graded Readers” are particularly recommended. Browse through the area on the third floor around PL539!
Disability Accommodation
The University of North Texas makes reasonable accommodation for students with disabilities. Students needing a reasonable academic accommodations must first register with the Office of Disability Access (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the student will request their letter of accommodation. ODA will provide faculty with a reasonable accommodation letter via email to begin a private discussion regarding a student’s specific needs in a course. Students may request reasonable accommodations at any time, however, ODA notices of reasonable accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of reasonable accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. Students are strongly encouraged to meet with faculty regarding their accommodations during office hours or by appointment. Faculty members have the authority to ask students to discuss such letters during their designated office hours to protect the privacy of the student. For additional information, refer to the Office of Disability Access website at https://studentaffairs.unt.edu/office-disability-access. You may also contact ODA by phone at (940) 565-4323.
Support
UNT strives to offer you a high-quality education and a supportive environment, so you learn and grow. As a faculty member, I am committed to helping you be successful as a student. To learn more about campus resources and information on how you can be successful at UNT, go to https://unt.edu/success and explore https://unt.edu/wellness. To get all your enrollment and student financial-related questions answered, go to https://scrappysays.unt.edu.
Academic Honesty
Students who use other people’s work without citations will be violating UNT’s Academic Integrity Policy. Please read and follow this important set of guidelines for your academic success (https://policy.unt.edu/policy/06-003). If you have questions about this, or any UNT policy, please email your instructor or come discuss.
Homework assignments and tests should be true representations of your effort and learning. Plagiarism (i.e., copying another person’s work and presenting it as your own work) or cheating (i.e., providing answers for someone else or getting answers from someone else) are prohibited. In addition, we ask that no online translation tools are used when completing writing assignments. Consequences of any breach of academic integrity may include lowering of grade and/or failure of the assignment and/or the course. 
Statement on the Use of Generative AI 
The emerging field of generative AI is of interest to many students, and I seek to help prepare students for the job market they are going into. At the same time, learning a language is like developing a muscle—your Japanese skills won’t grow if you aren’t making original sentences with your own voice. Your Japanese is valuable to your instructor not because it’s perfect but because it’s yours—what I want to see is evidence of what you have learned to do with the language, not evidence of what the LLM does.
For this reason, I ask that all Japanese you turn in for an assignment in this class be your original Japanese, composed without the use of any translation software, including generative AI.  Keep in mind that you will also not have access to a phone during exams and quizzes, so the best way to prepare yourself for reading the information there is to read Japanese on assignments, not with translation software but with your own Japanese ability. Every encounter with the language you have is an opportunity to sharpen your skills, and whenever you avoid actually reading, listening to, writing, or speaking Japanese, you are missing an opportunity to develop the skills you paid to learn.
If you use generative AI in your research for an assignment, please keep in mind that you are responsible for the attribution of your source and for evaluating the accuracy of the information, just as with any other source. 
Student Perceptions of Teaching (SPOT)
Student feedback is important and an essential part of participation in this course. The student evaluation of instruction is a requirement for all organized classes at UNT. The short SPOT survey will be made available November 17 - December 3 to provide you with an opportunity to evaluate how this course is taught. For the Fall 2024 semester, you will receive an email on November 17 (12:01 a.m.) from "UNT SPOT Course Evaluations via IASystem Notification" (no-reply@iasystem.org) with the survey link. Please look for the email in your UNT email inbox. Simply click on the link and complete your survey. Once you complete the survey, you will receive a confirmation email that the survey has been submitted. For additional information, please visit the spot website at https://vpaa.unt.edu/spot or email spot@unt.edu. We work to continually improve our courses, so we appreciate your feedback!
Emergency Class Cancellation
In the event of a class cancellation due to the weather, illness, or other emergency, you should follow the instructions announced on Canvas by your instructor and/or the coordinator. Since our course schedule is so packed, we will deviate as little as possible from the schedule. You should look through the PowerPoint online and complete your homework following the schedule in the syllabus. Any quiz or test would be postponed until the next class meeting unless otherwise announced. We will communicate any schedule changes on Canvas, so check for announcements there. 

Course Schedule
*Subject to change

	日付
	授業内容

	Week 1
8月21日
	Discussion of project direction and potential materials


	Week 2
8月28日
	単語・漢字リスト１
Discussion of project direction and materials (continued)
上級へのとびら：　日本の政治　p. ３１６

	Week 3
9月4日
	Contemporary Japanese Politics： Introduction

上級へのとびら：　政治家になるための条件　ｐ．３１７

	Week 4
9月１１日
	Contemporary Japanese Politics： Ch. 1 Japanese Politics under the LDP

上級へのとびら：　家になるための条件　ｐ．３１８

	Week 5
9月18日
	Contemporary Japanese Politics： Ch. 2 The Politics of Institutional Reform

上級へのとびら：　日本の皇室　ｐ．３６６

	Week 6
9月25日
	Contemporary Japanese Politics： Ch. 3 Institutional Changes and Koizumi’s Leadership

日本のニュース

	Week 7
10月2日
	リフレクション２

	Week 8
10月9日
	Contemporary Japanese Politics： Ch. 4 Electoral Changes and their Impact

日本のニュース

	Week 9
10月16日
	Contemporary Japanese Politics： Ch. 5 Hatoyama’s Antibureaucratic Stance 

日本のニュース

	Week 10
10月23日
	リフレクション３


	Week 11
10月30日
	Contemporary Japanese Politics： Ch. 6 Kan’s Struggle in the Government and the DPJ 

日本のニュース

	Week 1２
1１月６日
	Contemporary Japanese Politics： Ch. 7 Institutions and Political Leadership

日本のニュース

	Week 1３
11月13日
	Contemporary Japanese Politics： Epilogue: Developments Under the Abe Cabinet

日本のニュース

	Week 14
1１月20日
	リフレクション３

	Week 15
1２月4日
	プロジェクト発表



