Modern European Philosophy
UNT PHIL 3330.001 
Spring 2026 | Tu/Th 9:30 – 10:50 am | WH 317

Instructor: Prof. Adam Briggle | adam.briggle@unt.edu  
Helper: Dr. Maggie Brown | keith.brown@unt.edu 
Office hours: ENV 225G Tu/Th 12-2 pm or by appointment  
Course Description 
At the heart of modernity is a commitment to the mastery of nature for human liberation, convenience, and comfort – what is generally regarded as progress or development. The aim of this course is to critically examine that commitment: its origins and its possible futures as well as its meanings and limits. The modern project originates in the philosophical writings of such thinkers as Niccolo Machiavelli (1469-1527), Francis Bacon (1561–1626), René Descartes (1596–1650), John Locke (1632–1704), Adam Smith (1723-1790), Immanuel Kant (1724–1804), Mary Wollstonecraft (1759-1797), and many others. Their thoughts both express and shape our world. A close reading of some of their works promises to illuminate the human condition in ways both timeless and timely. 

Learning Outcomes
By the end of this semester, students should be able to:
1. Understand, critically assess, and communicate central ideas of key figures in modern philosophy; and
2. Better practice the virtues of philosophy as a way of life.  

Instructional Materials 
There is one required book for this course: Ariew, Roger, and Eric Watkins, eds. 2019. Modern Philosophy: An Anthology of Primary Sources. 3rd ed. Hackett Publishing Company, Indianapolis, IN. All other instructional materials (or links) are on the course Canvas site. 
Evaluation 
40%   Attendance 
40%   Philosophical Life Reports 
20%   Final Exam  
Assignments 
1. Attendance: Showing up prepared, listening, and being active in class is key. I will pass around a sign-in sheet at the start of each class. The philosophical life reports and final exam will also pull from class discussions. 
2. Philosophical Life Reports: Before it became an academic discipline, philosophy was a spiritual discipline. We will revive this original meaning, where philosophical discourses are practices that form character and judgment. The goal is to achieve self-transformation through deepened relationships with desire, fear, other beings, and the cosmos. You will complete eight discussion posts on Canvas to cultivate philosophical virtues: habits of attention, reflection, dialogue, and self-examination. Each post should be 200-350 words and combine personal reflection, conceptual clarity, and philosophical self-discipline. Each reply to other students should be at least two full sentences. Posts are graded on thoughtfulness, creativity, and engagement with ideas from the course. I used ChatGPT to help with these. Due dates and details are on Canvas. 
3. Final Exam: This will be a cumulative test of your knowledge and philosophical virtues. The format will be a combination of multiple-choice questions and short essay prompts. The exam will be posted on Canvas by Saturday May 2nd and will remain open during finals week until it closes (and is due) at 11:59 pm Thursday May 7th. 
Late work and missed classes: If you must miss class due to illness or something important, just let me know. If you must submit late work, notify me in advance. If you submit late work with no advanced notice, it will be marked down. Please correspond with me via e-mail. 

Course ScheduleBottom of Form
Unit 1: Philosophy. Modernity.  
Jan 13: Introduction to the course and making friends 
Jan 15: “The Apology of Socrates” (Canvas)
Jan 20: Greenblatt, The Swerve, Preface (Canvas)
Jan 22: Latour, “Love your Monsters” (Canvas) (*1)
Jan 27: Maggie tbd

Unit 2: The World and Beyond: Natural Philosophy, Physics, and Metaphysics 
Jan 29: Galileo Galilei, “Corpuscularianism,” from the textbook (*2)
Feb 3: Bacon, New Organon, Aphorisms from textbook 
Feb 5: Descartes, Discourse on Method, selections from textbook 
Feb 10: Descartes, cont. 
Feb 12: Descartes, cont. (*3)
Feb 17: Locke, Essay Concerning Human Understanding, selections from textbook
Feb 19: Locke, cont. 
Feb 24: Maggie tbd
Feb 26: Maggie tbd (*4)
March 3: Maggie tbd
March 5: Maggie tbd
SPRING BREAK 
March 17: “The A.I. Dilemma” (Canvas, url)
March 19: Rauch, “The Constitution of Knowledge” (Canvas) (*5)

Unit 3: The World and Society: Moral and Political Philosophy 
March 24: Nietzsche, Gay Science, para. 125 (pp. 119-120 in the book on Canvas)
March 26: Bacon, “The New Atlantis,” first half (Canvas)
March 31: Bacon, “The New Atlantis,” second half (Canvas)
April 2: Hobbes, Leviathan, selections from textbook (*6)
April 7: Hobbes, cont.  
April 9: Spinoza, The Ethics, selections from textbook 
April 14: Spinoza, cont. 
April 16: Spinoza, cont. (*7)
April 21: Kant, “What is Enlightenment?” 
April 23: Wollstonecraft, A Vindication of the Rights of Woman, Chap. 1 (pp. 7-12 in book on Canvas)
April 28: Kass, “The Wisdom of Repugnance” (Canvas)
April 30: Princess Elizabeth and Descartes, “Correspondence,” from textbook (*8)






Mission: This course is offered in service of the goal of higher education to develop the intellectual and moral virtues. As stated by the UNT College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences: “Our mission is to kindle the thirst for truth, justice, and beauty; to foster cultural literacy and scientific investigation; and to cultivate thinking, speaking, and writing abilities characterized by clear expression and logically coherent, evidence-based arguments. We see these as the values, forms of knowledge, and skills most needed by citizens of a democracy...”

Class Norms: Let’s be friends and think about important and difficult things together. My job is not to tell anyone what to think or believe. My job is to help students think with greater clarity, care, and depth. This will involve making arguments from many perspectives (some unpopular), posing difficult ideas, examining assumptions, and challenging convictions. Also, no cell phones or internet usage in class. Let’s put down the devices and practice the art of focused attention. 

Disability Accommodation: UNT Policy 16.001: “The University of North Texas (UNT or University) does not discriminate on the basis of disability in admission, treatment, or access to its programs or activities, nor in employment in its programs or activities. The University is committed to providing equal educational access for qualified students with disabilities in accordance with state and federal laws, including the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 as Amended, and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. In addition, the University is committed to making all programs and activities sponsored by UNT accessible, as required by the Texas Accessibility Standards and the Americans with Disabilities Act Accessibility Guidelines. To this end, all academic units are willing to make reasonable and appropriate adjustments to the classroom environment and the teaching, testing, or learning methodologies in order to facilitate equality of educational access for persons with disabilities.”

Student Academic Integrity UNT Policy 06.003: “The University of North Texas promotes the integrity of learning and embraces the core values of trust and honesty. Academic integrity is based on educational principles and procedures that protect the rights of all participants in the educational process and validate the legitimacy of degrees awarded by the University. In the investigation and resolution of allegations of student academic dishonesty, the University’s actions are intended to be corrective, educationally sound, fundamentally fair, and based on reliable evidence.”

Generative AI We are in a novel and rapidly changing situation with AI tools. To be candid, don’t know the best approach or the right answers here. I hope that we can discuss and learn together about this. In this course, you are allowed to use Generative AI tools such as Claude, ChatGPT, and Gemini to support your learning and develop skills. However, GenAI should complement, not replace, your own critical thinking or creative efforts. If something seems unclear, please seek clarification. I have started using GenAI in my own research as an assistant to help me track down information, relate ideas to one another, and set thoughts into wider contexts. I will always disclose if, when, and how I use Gen AI for this course, and I expect the same from you. In line with the UNT Honor Code, all work you submit must be your own. Using GenAI tools without attribution or relying on them to do the thinking/writing for you violates academic integrity and will be addressed according to university policy. 
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