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Biology 4005/5004 – Deepwater Horizon Case Study 
6-7:20pm Tues/Thurs CHEM 109 

 
Fall 2016       
Dr. Aaron Roberts         
310K EESAT       
891-6957       
aproberts@unt.edu      
Office Hrs: MW 11-12; by appointment 
 
Course Description 
The goal of this course is to introduce students to topics in environmental assessment 
using the Deepwater Horizon oil spill as a case study. The course will cover topics 
ranging from emergency response to exposure/effects assessments and litigation. The 
course will consist of lectures, discussion, and guest lectures.  
 
Grades 
Letter grades will be assigned on the following scale:  
   90-100% = A 
   80-89% = B 
   70-79% = C 
   60-70% = D 
    <60%   = F 
 
 
Grades will be determined based on: 
Attendance (20%) – You will be granted two “unexcused” absences over the course of 
the semester. For each absence beyond that, 5% will be taken off of your final grade. If 
you fail to attend class on a night your group presents, you will drop 1 full letter grade for 
attendance and will lose all points for that presentation. 
 
Guest Speaker Questions (10%) – at the beginning of classes with guest speakers, you 
will hand in a typed list of 3 questions for that speaker.  Do not recycle the same 
questions over and over; the questions should be specific and pertinent to the topic of that 
night’s lecture.  
 
Participation (30%) – Much of this class will be spent discussing readings, the “take 
home” messages from guest lectures, etc. You will be expected to participate in these 
discussions. If you do not, you will lose 30 overall points. 
 
Proposals/Presentations (40%) - You will be broken into small groups and give several 
presentations/rebuttals over the course of the semester based on readings/topics over 
different aspects of the DWH spill. These presentations will be “courtroom drama”. 
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University of North Texas Policies for Courses 

1.  Attendance: 
  

Regular and punctual class attendance is expected as previously described.  It is 
foreseen that occasionally you may be sick, have other obligations, or have some 
other reason for not attending class; you may have two unexcused absences before 
a penalty will be incurred. 
 

2.  Policy on Incompletes:  
  

An incomplete (I), is a non-punitive grade, given only during the last one-fourth 
of a semester and only if a student is (1) passing the course; (2) has a justifiable 
reason why the class cannot be completed on schedule; and (3) arranges with the 
instructor to finish the course at a later date by completing specific requirements 
that the instructor must list on the grade sheet turned in at the end of the semester.  
All work must be completed within the time specified by the instructor (not to 
exceed one year after taking the course). 

 

3.  Disability Accommodation: 
 

The University of North Texas complies with Section 504 of the 1973 
Rehabilitation Act and with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990.  If you 
have a verified disability, please see me at your earliest convenience so that we 
can discuss your needs.  I will assure that accommodations are made so that you 
are provided equality in your educational experience in my class.  

 

4. Policy on Scholastic Dishonesty:  
  
 Scholastic dishonesty will not be tolerated. Students who are found to be cheating 
(all forms, including but not limited to copying from another student’s exam or 
homework, or plagiarism) will fail this course.  The term ‘plagiarism’ includes, but is not 
limited to: (1) the knowing or negligent use by paraphrase or direct quotation of the 
published or unpublished work of another person without full and clear acknowledgment; 
and (2) the knowing or negligent unacknowledged use of materials prepared by another 
person or agency engaged in the selling of term papers or other academic materials.  
Examples: copying, word for word, even a phrase, from a publication, including web 
pages, without placing quotes around the phrase and citing the source.  Students found to 
have committed scholastic dishonesty will fail this course.  Students suspected of 
cheating will automatically be assigned a grade of "I" (incomplete) until the matter is 
resolved through proper procedures.  Students found to have committed scholastic 
dishonesty will fail this course.  Students are expected to know their rights and 
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responsibilities as put forth in the University of North Texas Catalog and the Student 
Guidebook. 
 
 


