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Spring 2026
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COURSE INFORMATION
Instructor: Prof. Ashley Hibbs
Class Meeting: Tuesdays/Thursdays 2:00-3:20 
Classroom Location: GAB 104
Instructor Contact Information			
Email: Ashley.Hibbs@unt.edu
Office Location: Chilton 265			 
Office Hours: Tuesdays 12:00-2:00 (In-Person) or by appointment via Zoom 

Email Expectations: When sending an email, please put the COURSE NUMBER (CJUS 3600) in the subject line. I can only respond to emails if they are sent through your UNT email account. You can expect to receive a response within 48 hours during the week and 72 hours on the weekend. If you have not received a response within that time, please email me back. 

Course Materials (Required)
1. Gehring, Krista S., & Batista, Michael R. CrimComics Issue 1: Origins of Criminology, 1st edition. Oxford University Press: 9780190207144.
2. Gehring, Krista S., & Batista, Michael R. CrimComics Issue 2: Biology and Criminality, 1st edition. Oxford University Press: 9780190207151.
3. Gehring, Krista S., & Batista, Michael R. CrimComics Issue 3: Classical and Neoclassical Criminology, 1st edition. Oxford University Press: 9780190207168.
4. Gehring, Krista S., & Batista, Michael R. CrimComics Issue 4: Social Disorganization Theory, 1st edition. Oxford University Press: 9780190207175.
5. Gehring, Krista S., & Batista, Michael R. CrimComics Issue 5: Anomie and Strain Theories, 1st edition. Oxford University Press: 9780190207182.
6. Gehring, Krista S., & Batista, Michael R. CrimComics Issue 6: Subcultural Theories, 1st edition. Oxford University Press: 9780190207205. 
7. Gehring, Krista S., & Batista, Michael R. CrimComics Issue 7: Social Control Theories, 1st edition. Oxford University Press: 9780190207205.
8. Gehring, Krista S., & Batista, Michael R. CrimComics Issue 8: Social Learning Theories, 1st edition. Oxford University Press: 9780190207212. 
9. Gehring, Krista, S., & Batista, Michael R. CrimComics Issue 9: Psychosocial Theories, 1st edition. Oxford University Press: 9780190207229.
10. Gehring, Krista S., & Batista, Michael R. CrimComics Issue 10: Developmental and Life-Course Theories, 1st edition. Oxford University Press: 9780197545805.
11. Gehring, Krista S., & Batista, Michael R. CrimComics Issue 11: Labeling Theory, 1st edition. Oxford University Press: 9780197619384.
12. Gehring, Krista S., & Batista, Michael R. CrimComics Issue 12: Conflict and Critical Theories, 1st edition. Oxford University Press: 9780190207137.
Note: In addition to the required text, journal articles, documentaries, and other sources of reference will be used to further enhance students’ learning. 
Course Description
Crime is a complex problem. There are so many seemingly distinct types of crime, and crimes occur for different reasons and under different circumstances. In fact, the complexity of crime is increasing. For example, the globalization of communications (e.g., the internet) and conflict (e.g., terrorism) had substantial impacts on the nature of crime. Despite this complexity, it is imperative that we gain as great an understanding of crime as possible through criminology. Criminology can be defined as the study of the nature of crime, its causes, and the systemic practices that (re)produce patterns of harm. At its core, criminology attempts to understand what crime is and why it occurs. We will study the major theoretical traditions that have emerged over the past several centuries to offer insight into the crime problem. We will also evaluate each theory using extant research and identify policy implications.

Course Objectives 
Students who successfully complete this course will be able to: 
1. Explain that there are several different theories that offer us a wide variety of perspectives for why people offend. 
2. Describe and compare criminological theories. 
3. Determine theories’ policy implications and explain why some are more realistic than others. 
4. Identify the obstacles faced in the policy-making process and analyze theory-inspired policy. 
Course Notes and Recommendations
Please make sure to have your official UNT email forwarded to your preferred email address (if different) to receive important updates, changes, announcements, class cancellations (if applicable), and generally, so I can reach you if necessary.

Before you send email with a question, make sure to review the syllabus. Most questions can be answered in this document. 

Some aspects of this class will take place in Canvas. Important: it is your responsibility to utilize a computer system that works and is compatible with the UNT online system/Canvas. 

[bookmark: Requirements][bookmark: Communications]Course Requirements and Grading
Your final grade will be determined based on your performance on one (1) Media and Theory Paper, twelve (12) Theory Quizzes, five (5) Policy Discussions, one (1) Midterm Exam, and one (1) Final Exam. There is a total of 520 points that can be earned in this course.
1. Media and Theory Paper: 1 @ 100 points 
2. Theory Quizzes: 12 @ 10 points each; 120 points total
3. Policy Discussions: 5 @ 20 points each; 100 total
4. Midterm Exam: 1 @ 100 points
5. Final Exam: 1 @100
Grading Scale	
468-520: A
416-467: B 
364-415: C
312-363: D
311 or below: F 
Media and Theory Paper (100 points total)
In lieu of a traditional “term paper,” students will be required to submit a Media and Theory Paper at the end of the term (please see the course schedule for specific dates). In this paper, you must review a crime or criminal justice-related movie or television series and analyze the ways in which it reflects one theory we will study this semester. Which movie or television series you choose is up to you. This paper must be 5-7 pages in length and typed in double spaced, 12-point, times new roman font with 1-inch margins in APA format. Title pages and lengthy headings do not count toward the page total; all that is needed at the top of the paper is your name. You may use no more than 2 lines of direct quotes. This paper will consist of the following sections: 

Introduction: You will state the movie or television series you chose and briefly describe the plot, particularly those parts that relate to theory. You will also state the theory you have chosen to apply and briefly describe its central argument regarding the cause(s) of crime.

Media: In this section, you will go into greater detail describing the plot of the movie or television series you have chosen, particularly those parts that relate to theory. Who are the main characters? What type(s) of crime do they tend to commit? How do they go about committing this crime? What are their primary motives for committing this crime?

Theory: In this section, you will go into greater detail describing the theory you have chosen to apply. What is the background of the theory? What is the theoretical framework (i.e., the major arguments the theory contains for what factors cause crime and how these arguments fit together)? What are the limitations of the theory? What are the general policy implications of the theory? Note: you are not applying the theory to the media yet. That comes next.

Application: In this section, you will make connections between the movie/television series you chose and the theory that you feel can best explain the causes of crime portrayed in the movie/television series. How can the theory explain why the character(s) commit crime? How can the theory explain the types of crime committed and/or the ways in which it is committed? How can the theory explain the character(s) motivations?

Conclusion: In this section, you will briefly summarize the movie or television series, the theory you chose, and the connections between the two. You will also describe policies that could be enacted that might lead the character(s) away from committing crime. You should describe at least 2 policies. 

A rubric for the Media and Theory Paper is available at the end of this syllabus.

Theory Quizzes (120 points total)
Twelve times throughout the semester, we will have short quizzes (5 points each) that cover the material presented the week they are assigned. These quizzes are designed to assess and reinforce your understanding of the material. Quizzes will be taken in Canvas. Twelve quizzes will be worth 10 points each, for a total of 120 points. 

Policy Discussions (100 points total)
There are five (5) policy discussions assigned throughout the semester. These discussions will first require you to post an original policy you create to reduce crime based on a theory I will provide. Be clear about how the policy is based on the theory provided and why, according to that theory, the policy should reduce crime. These posts should be 2-3 paragraphs long (a paragraph is at least four complete sentences). This portion of the assignment is referred to as “Policy Post.” Each policy post is worth 10 total points

Each student must then appropriately and professionally respond to at least one other student’s policy. These responses should constructively critique the policies proposed by your classmates. Consider: what changes might you propose to the policy; how might it be better implemented; what other components of the theory might be included and how; etc. These responses should also be 2-3 paragraphs long (a paragraph is at least four complete sentences). This portion of the assignment is referred to as “Policy Response.” Each policy response will be worth 10 total points. 

Lackadaisical discussions will result in a loss of points. A rubric is available at the end of this syllabus.

Midterm and Final Exams (100 points each for 200 total points)
Each exam will be comprised of 25 multiple choice questions and will be taken in Canvas. You will take the Midterm Exam in Canvas from 2:00 to 3:20 on Thursday, March 5 in lieu of coming to class. You will take the Final Exam in Canvas from 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. on Monday, May 4 in lieu of coming to class. 

Attendance Policy
Students are expected to attend class meetings regularly and to abide by UNT attendance policy.  It is important that you communicate with the professor prior to being absent, so you and the professor can discuss and mitigate the impact of the absence on your attainment of course learning goals.  Please inform the professor if you are unable to attend class meetings because you are ill, in mindfulness of the health and safety of everyone in our community. 
Authorized Absences
Absences are authorized only in cases of participation in school sponsored activities and/or religious holidays. For an excused absence due to a school sponsored activity, students must be approved in advance. Students who wish to request an excused absence for religious holidays can do so and will be excused from class if they make a request within the required time frame set by the University (see the most recent undergraduate catalog). Notification must be in writing so that I may have it for my records. You must arrange to make up any work missed during the excused religious absence or school sponsored activity. 

Students who have fallen behind, are failing and/or choose to not complete the coursework for the semester are responsible for officially withdrawing themselves from the course; failure to do so will result in a performance grade of “F.” Last day to withdraw with a grade of “W” is April 10th, 2026.

Make-Up Policy
There are no make-up tests/assignments in this class with the exception of authorized absences according to university policies prescribing authorized absences in certain situations. I reserve the right to consider extreme circumstances and modify this rule. Those in athletics, those who are absent for religious holidays, and/or those involved in other school supported activities that require being absent from class will be allowed make up if proper procedures are followed in requesting an excused absence. I must have written documentation in advance that you will be away from class for the absence to be excused (e.g., traveling for a basketball game, observing a religious holiday). If you were critically ill in such a way that you could not complete any required assignment or exam, you must submit a doctor’s note to me within 3 calendar days.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Class Content Warning
Please be aware that this course and the related course materials, (including audio/visual material), may include material and topics that could be offensive and/or disturbing to some students. Throughout the semester, we will study different perspectives on the causes and correlates of crime and violence. Due to the class content and expected discussion, no visitors, including children, are allowed in class.
[bookmark: Calendar]Code of Student Conduct
The University of North Texas is deeply committed to advancing educational excellence and preparing students to become thoughtful engaged citizens of the community. The University has established the Code of Student Conduct to promote the well-being, honor and dignity of all who live, learn and work in our educational community. The Code of Student Conduct is intended to foster a safe environment conducive to learning and development, as well as to hold students accountable through an educational process that balances the interests of individual students with the interests of the University.  Students and student groups are expected to conduct themselves in a manner that demonstrates respect for the rights and property of others and upholds the integrity and values of the University community. The Code of Student Conduct can be found at https://policy.unt.edu/policy/07-012. 
Additional Policies:
· Recording devices are not allowed in the classroom unless specifically approved by the instructor. 
· Tobacco products of any kind (including e-cigs) are not allowed in the classroom. 
· Due to liability concerns and the content of course discussions, children are not permitted in the classroom at any time.
· Laptops and similar devices can be used during class as long as they are used for taking notes and/or other related classroom functions. If surfing the web, instant messaging, sending emails or otherwise, they will not be allowed in the classroom. 
To be successful at learning and understanding the material in this class, it is essential that you read and complete the assigned material and engage in thoughtful discussions. Your active participation, along with your willingness to engage in thoughtful discussions will be always considered during the semester.

A classroom, especially during times of discussion, is a place to express ideas, opinions, and engage in thoughtful discussions. Students will always respect the views and opinions of others or their status in the course will be examined. In sum, simply be appropriate during all interactions. Each student brings unique insight and perspectives, and that can make for a very interesting and lively discussion forum, but please be appropriate and respectful of others. 
Academic Dishonesty/Integrity
Academic Integrity Standards and Consequences. According to UNT Policy 06.003, Student Academic Integrity, academic dishonesty occurs when students engage in behaviors including, but not limited to cheating, fabrication, facilitating academic dishonesty, forgery, plagiarism, and sabotage. A finding of academic dishonesty may result in a range of academic penalties or sanctions ranging from admonition to expulsion from the University. 

Students caught cheating or plagiarizing will receive a “0” for that assignment or test. Additionally, the incident will be reported to the Dean of Students, who may impose further penalty. According to the UNT catalog, the term “cheating” includes, but is not limited to: a. use of any unauthorized assistance in taking quizzes, tests, or examinations; b. dependence upon the aid of sources beyond those authorized by the instructor in writing papers, preparing reports, solving problems, or carrying out other assignments; c. the acquisition, without permission, of tests or other academic material belonging to a faculty or staff member of the university; d. dual submission of a paper or project, or resubmission of a paper or project to a different class without express permission from the instructor(s); or e. any other act designed to give a student an unfair advantage. The term "plagiarism" includes but is not limited to: a. the knowing or negligent use by paraphrase or direct quotation of the published or unpublished work of another person without full and clear acknowledgment; and b. the knowing or negligent unacknowledged use of materials prepared by another person or agency engaged in the selling of term papers or other academic materials.

Artificial Intelligence (AI) Policy
In this course, students shall give credit to AI tools whenever used, even if only to generate ideas rather than usable text or illustrations. When using AI tools on assignments, add an appendix showing (a) the entire exchange, highlighting the most relevant sections; (b) a description of precisely which AI tools were used (e.g. ChatGPT private subscription version or DALL-E free version), (c) an explanation of how the AI tools were used (e.g. to generate ideas, turns of phrase, elements of text, long stretches of text, lines of argument, pieces of evidence, maps of the conceptual territory, illustrations of key concepts, etc.); (d) an account of why AI tools were used (e.g. to save time, to surmount writer’s block, to stimulate thinking, to handle mounting stress, to clarify prose, to translate text, to experiment for fun, etc.). Students shall not use AI tools during in-class assignments unless explicitly permitted and instructed. Overall, AI tools should be used wisely and reflectively with an aim to deepen understanding of subject matter.
Office of Disability Accommodation
UNT makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. Students seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide a student with an accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding one’s specific course needs. Students may request accommodations at any time; however, ODA notices of accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. For additional information see the ODA website at disability.unt.edu.
Student Evaluation of Instruction 
Student feedback is important and an essential part of participation in this course. The student evaluation of instruction is a requirement for all organized classes at UNT. The survey will be made available during weeks 13, 14 and 15 of the long semesters to provide students with an opportunity to evaluate how this course is taught. Students will receive an email from "UNT SPOT Course Evaluations via IASystem Notification" (no-reply@iasystem.org) with the survey link. Students should look for the email in their UNT email inbox. Simply click on the link and complete the survey. Once students complete the survey, they will receive a confirmation email that the survey has been submitted. For additional information, please visit the SPOT website at www.spot.unt.edu or email spot@unt.edu. 
Syllabus Changes 
I reserve the right and have the discretion to change this syllabus. While every effort will be made to follow this syllabus as closely as possible, it is sometimes the case that the syllabus must be modified. In the case that the syllabus needs to be adjusted, I will announce such adjustments to the class. I will make every effort to ensure that any changes to the syllabus benefit the class. It is the student’s responsibility to check announcements/email so that all syllabus changes are documented. Failure to obtain syllabus changes because of failure to check and read announcements does not constitute a defense against missed assignments, test dates, and other applicable changes.
Succeed at UNT
UNT endeavors to offer you a high-quality education and to provide a supportive environment to help you learn and grown. And, as a faculty member, I am committed to helping you be successful as a student. Here’s how to succeed at UNT: Show up. Find Support. Get advised. Be prepared. Get involved. Stay focused. To learn more about campus resources and information on how you can achieve success, go success.unt.edu/. 
Emergency Notification & Procedures
UNT uses a system called Eagle Alert to quickly notify you with critical information in the event of an emergency (i.e., severe weather, campus closing, and health and public safety emergencies like chemical spills, fires, or violence). The system sends voice messages (and text messages upon permission) to the phones of all active faculty staff, and students. Please make certain to update your phone numbers at my.unt.edu. Some helpful emergency preparedness actions include: 1) know the evacuation routes and severe weather shelter areas in the buildings where your classes are held, 2) determine how you will contact family and friends if phones are temporarily unavailable, and 3) identify where you will go if you need to evacuate the Denton area suddenly. In the event of a university closure, please refer to Canvas for contingency plans for covering course materials. 
Retention of Student Records
Student records pertaining to this course are maintained in a secure location by the instructor of record. All records such as exams, answer sheets (with keys), and written papers submitted during the duration of the course are kept for at least one calendar year after course completion. Course work completed via the Canvas online system, including grading information and comments, is also stored in a safe electronic environment for one year. You have a right to view your individual record; however, information about your records will not be divulged to other individuals without the proper written consent. You are encouraged to review the Public Information Policy and the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) laws and the university’s policy in accordance with those mandates at the following link: essc.unt.edu/registrar/ferpa.html 
Sexual Assault Prevention
UNT is committed to providing a safe learning environment free of all forms of sexual misconduct. Federal laws and UNT policies prohibit discrimination on the basis of sex as well as sexual misconduct. If you or someone you know is experiencing sexual harassment, relationship violence, stalking and/or sexual assault, there are campus resources available to provide support and assistance. The Survivor Advocates can be reached at SurvivorAdvocate@unt.edu or by calling the Dean of Students Office at 940-565- 2648.
Miscellaneous
The material posted online is my personal intellectual property or that of the University of North Texas. You may not utilize the material for other than class purposes. A variety of resources services are available to students in the Academic Support tab in Canvas.

Course Schedule
Note: Quizzes, Exams, and Policy Discussion assignments will all be completed in Canvas. Quizzes will open on Thursdays after class during the week they are assigned and will be due by the end of the day the following Sunday. Exams will open at 2:00 and close at 3:20 on Thursdays during the week they are assigned. Policy Discussions will open Monday at 8:00 am during they week they are assigned and will be due by the end of the day Sunday during the week they are listed as due. The Media and Theory Paper is due by 3:20 on April 30.

Week One: 1/12 – 1/18 (Class meetings: 1/13 & 1/15)
Topic: Course Orientation and Introduction to Crime Theory
Reading: None
Assignments: None

Week Two: 1/19 – 1/25 (Class meetings: 1/20 & 1/22)
Topic: Origins of Criminology
Reading: CrimComic 1: Origins of Criminology
Assignment: Theory Quiz 1: Origins of Criminology

Policy Discussion 1 opens on 1/19 at 8:00 a.m. and will be due by 11:59 p.m. on 2/8.

Week Three: 1/26 – 2/1 (Class meetings: 1/27 & 1/29)
Topic: Biology and Criminality
Reading: CrimComic 2: Biology and Criminality
Assignment: Theory Quiz 2: Biology and Criminality

Week Four: 2/2 – 2/8 (Class meetings: 2/3 & 2/5)
Topic: Classical and Neoclassical Criminology
Reading: CrimComic 3: Classical and Neoclassical Criminology
Assignment: Theory Quiz 3: Classical and Neoclassical Criminology

Policy Discussion 1 due by 11:59 p.m. on 2/8

Week Five: 2/9 – 2/15 (Class meetings: 2/10 & 2/12)
Topic: Social Disorganization Theory
Reading: CrimComic 4: Social Disorganization Theory
Assignment: Theory Quiz 4: Social Disorganization Theory

Policy Discussion 2 opens at 8:00 a.m. on 2/9 and will be due by 11:59 p.m. on 2/22.

Week Six: 2/16 – 2/22 (Class meetings: 2/17 & 2/19)
Topic: Anomie and Strain Theories
Reading: CrimComic 5: Anomie and Strain Theories
Assignment: Theory Quiz 5: Anomie and Strain Theories

Policy Discussion 2 due by 11:59 p.m. on 2/22

Week Seven: 2/23 – 3/1 (Class meetings: 2/24 & 2/26)
Topic: Subcultural Theories 
Reading: CrimComic 6: Subcultural Theories
Assignment: Theory Quiz 6: Subcultural Theories

Policy Discussion 3 opens at 8:00 a.m. on 2/23 and will be due by 11:59 p.m. on 3/8.

Week Eight: 3/2 – 3/8 (Class meetings: 3/3 & 3/5)
Topic: Review and Summary of Unit 1; Midterm Exam
Reading: None
Assignment: Midterm Exam opens at 2:00 p.m. and is due by 3:20 p.m. on Thursday, March 5.

Policy Discussion 3 due by 11:59 p.m. on 3/8 

Week Nine: 3/9 – 3/15
Spring Break: No content

Week Ten: 3/16 – 3/22 (Class meetings: 3/17 & 3/19)
Topic: Social Control Theories
Reading: CrimComic 7: Social Control Theories
Assignment: Theory Quiz 7: Social Control Theories

Policy Discussion 4 opens at 8:00 a.m. on 3/16 will be due by 11:59 on 4/5

Week Eleven: 3/23 – 3/29 (Class meetings: 3/34 & 3/26)
Topic: Social Learning Theories
Reading: CrimComic 8: Social Learning Theories
Assignment: Theory Quiz 8: Social Learning Theoreis

Week Twelve: 3/30 – 4/5 (Class meetings: 3/31 & 4/2)
Topic: Psychosocial Theories
Reading: CrimComic 9: Psychosocial Theories
Assignment: Theory Quiz 9: Psychosocial Theories

Policy Discussion 4 due by 11:59 on 4/5

Week Thirteen: 4/6 – 4/12 (Class meetings: 4/7 & 4/9)
Topic: Developmental and Life-course Theories
Reading: CrimComic 10: Developmental and Life-course Theories
Assignment: Theory Quiz 10: Developmental and Life-course Theories

Policy Discussion 5 opens at 8:00 a.m. on 4/6

Week Fourteen: 4/13 – 4/19 (Class meetings: 4/14 & 4/16)
Topic: Labeling Theories
Reading: CrimComic 11: Labeling Theories
Assignment: Theory Quiz 11: Labeling Theories

Policy Discussion 5 due by 11:59 on 4/19

Week Fifteen: 4/20 – 4/26 (Class meetings: 4/21 & 4/23)
Topic: Conflict and Critical Theories
Reading: CrimComic 12: Conflict and Critical Theories
Assignments: Theory Quiz 12: Conflict and Critical Theories

Week Sixteen: 4/27 – 5/3 (Class meetings: 4/28 & 4/30)  
Topic: Review and Summary of Unit 2
Reading: None
Assignment: Media and Theory Paper due by 3:20 on Thursday, April 30.

Final Exam Week: 5/5
Assignment: Final Exam opens at 3:00 p.m. and is due by 5:00 p.m. on Monday, May 4 per UNT’s final exam schedule.

Policy Discussion Rubric
	Content 
	Participation 
	Length 
	Editing 
(spelling and grammar) 

	Excellent 5 points 
All of the required components of the post were adequately addressed with full explanations 
	Excellent 5 points Student submitted at least 1 policy response and 1 policy post with full and supported explanations 
	Excellent 5 points Discussion post exceeded required length 
	Excellent 5 points If there were any spelling or grammar errors they were insignificant 

	Good 3-4 points 
A minor required component of the post was missing, or there was not good explanation for at least one of the required major components 
	Good 3-4 points Student submitted at least 1 policy response and 1 policy post with supported explanations 
	Good 3-4 points Discussion post met required length 
	Good 3-4 points There were a few spelling or grammar errors that were noticeable but did not detract from the discussion post/response 

	Fair 2-3 points Important required components of the post were missing or there were a few components not fully explained 
	Fair 2-3 points Student submitted fewer than 1 policy response and 1 policy post. Additional explanation or support was needed 
	Fair 2-3  points Discussion post was short of the required length 
	Fair 2-3 points There were a few spelling or grammar errors that were noticeable and detracted somewhat from 
the discussion post/response 

	Poor 0-1 points 
Not all of the required components of the post were addressed, nor were they fully explained 
	Poor 0-1 points Students submitted fewer than 1 policy response and 1 policy post and little-to-no explanation or support was provided 
	Poor 0-1 points Discussion post was well short of the required length
	Poor 0-1 points There were a number of spelling and grammar mistakes that detracted from the discussion post/response 

	Failing 0 points  
The content of the response was Inadequate with limited coverage of required elements and very little if 
any explanation of required components 
	Failing 0 points There were no substantive participation posts submitted. 
	Failing 0 points Discussion response was at or below the required length and there were no substantive participation posts 
	Failing 0 points There were a great number of spelling and grammar mistakes that detracted greatly from the reading of the paper, such that it was difficult to read 




CJUS 3600-Hibbs

Media and Theory Paper Rubric

	Criteria
	Inadequate
0 Points
	Beginning
2 Points
	Progressing
4 Points
	Developing
6 Points
	Proficient
8 Points
	Mastery
10 Points
	Points

	Media Summary
	Not Attempted
	Incomplete summary of the media and its crime-related content.
	Unclear summary of the media and its crime-related content.
	Somewhat clear summary of the media and its crime-related content.
	Mostly clear summary of the media and its crime-related content.
	Clear and complete summary of the media and its crime-related content.
	/20

	
	0 Points
	4 Points
	8 Points
	12 Points
	16 Points
	20 Points
	Points

	Application to Course Materials


	Not Attempted
	Incomplete overview of connections between the media and course materials. Does not include 1 or 2 specific examples from the media that is/are related to topics discussed in class or the course readings.
	Unclear overview of connections between the media and course materials. Includes 1 or 2 somewhat clear and specific example from the media that is/are related to topics discussed in class or the course readings.
	Somewhat clear and complete overview of connections between the media and course materials. Includes 1 or 2 somewhat clear and specific examples from the media that is/are related to topics discussed in class or the course readings.
	Mostly clear and complete overview of connections between the media and course materials. Includes 2 mostly clear and specific examples from the media that is/are related to topics discussed in class or the course readings.
	Clear and complete overview of connections between the media and course materials. Includes 2 or more clear and specific examples from the media that is/are related to topics discussed in class or the course readings.
	/50

	
	0 Points
	10 Points
	20 Points
	30 Points
	40 Points
	50 Points
	Points

	Writing and Mechanics
	Not Attempted 
	Spelling and grammatical errors throughout that make comprehension difficult.
	Significant errors in spelling or grammar that hinder the reader’s understanding.
	Significant errors in spelling or grammar that are somewhat distracting to the reader.
	Minor spelling or grammar errors that are not distracting to the reader.
	Writing is clear and virtually free of spelling and grammar errors.
	/15

	Following Directions 
	Not Attempted
	Assignment is short of the page requirement; formatting requirements are not met; required sections are not included.
	Assignment is short of the page requirement; formatting requirements are not consistently met; not all required sections are not included.
	Assignment is barely short of the page requirement; formatting requirements are not consistently met; not all required sections are not included.
	Assignment meets the page requirement; formatting requirements are mostly met; required sections are included.
	Assignment is near the upper range of the page requirement; formatting requirements are consistently met; all required sections are included.
	/15

	Total
	
	
	
	
	
	
	/100
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