University of North Texas
Department of Biological Sciences
BIOL 1980 – Foundations of Biology

Semester: Fall 2026
Modality: Face-to-Face

Instructor Information
Instructor Name: Ann Price, Ph.D. and Lisa Welch, Ph.D. 
Office Location: Life Sciences Building A Room 128
Office Hours: Dr. Price- M/T 9:00-10:00am or by appointment
            Dr. Welch- T/Th 9:30-11:30 or by appointment
Email: Ann.Price@unt.edu
                          Lisa.Welch@unt.edu 

Preferred Method of Communication: UNT email
Emails must include:
· Full name
· Course number (BIOL 1980)
· Section number
Response time: Within 24 hours (excluding weekends and holidays).

Course Information
Meeting Time: MWF 12:20-1:10pm
Location: Wh 222
Prerequisites: None
Co-requisites: None

Course Description
BIOL 1980 is designed as a support course for BIOL 1710. The course focuses on study strategies and time management, interpretation of numerical and visual data, foundational chemistry and physics concepts, major biological themes (cell structure, genetics), and scientific reasoning and logic-based problem solving, as well as other topics that are intended to help students be successful in biology courses. 	Comment by Price, Ann: Too many bullet points and they lose their meaning. Let’s leave this one in paragraph form.
Course Objectives (Student Learning Outcomes)
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:
1. Develop effective note-taking and study plans.
2. Apply time management strategies to balance academic and personal responsibilities.
3. Create a degree plan aligned with career goals.
4. Summarize scientific information from assigned readings.
5. Apply vocabulary analysis to interpret unfamiliar terminology.
6. Interpret and present numerical and visual biological data.
7. Apply foundational chemistry and physics principles to biological systems.
8. Describe and explain cell structures and their functions.
9. Explain the flow of genetic information within and across generations.
10. Apply logical reasoning to solve biological problems.

Required Course Materials
Textbook:
Get Ready for Biology, Lori K. Garrett with Adaptations by Ann Price and Lisa Welch; Pearson Publishing 
(Available in Canvas)
Technology Requirements:
· Computer
· Reliable internet access
· Speakers and microphone
· Microsoft Office Suite
· Canvas compatibility
Course Structure & Instructional Methods
This course is delivered face-to-face and includes:
· Lectures
· Group discussions
· Problem-solving activities
· Low-stakes formative assessments
· In-class polling using iClicker

Participation is assessed through iClicker engagement and group activities.
Up to three absences are permitted without penalty.
Course materials, announcements, and grades are posted in Canvas.
Grading
Grading Scale
A: 90–100%
B: 80–89.9%
C: 70–79.9%
D: 60–69.9%
F: Below 60%
Grade Distribution
· Attendance & Participation 					10%	Comment by Price, Ann: Column format is easier to read
· Weekly Assignments 						10%
· Vocabulary Quizzes 						20%
· Paper 								20%
· Unit Quizzes 							20%
· Final Exam 							20%

Course Schedule (Subject to Change)
	Week
	Chapter/Reading/Material for Lecture
	Assignments
	Due Date

	1
	Course Introduction
Study Skill and Note Taking
	-Self assessment of study habits
-Use AI to create a study tool	Comment by Price, Ann: Have them create a study tool as early as possible and get them to start using it.
	Aug. 21

Aug. 24

	2
	Time Management/Budget
Careers in Biology
Round table discussion
	Personal schedule for day/week/month
	Aug. 31

	3
	Degree Advising 
Introduction to Paper
How to Read a textbook
Structure of Scientific Paper
	Create a degree plan. 
	Sept. 9

	4
	Choosing a Paper Topic
How to Write Paper 
Vetting and Using Resources
	-Library Scavenger Hunt
-Choose career paper topic
	Sept. 14
Sept. 18

	5
	Introduction to Vocabulary
Identifying Important themes while reading scientific sources
	-Vocab quiz

	Sept. 14

	6
	Identifying Important themes while reading scientific sources (continued)
Group work for identifying themes
Using AI to make summary
Basic Mathematics
	-Vocab quiz
-In class summary of reading passage
-Use AI to summarize a passage. Compare and contrast your version to the AI version

	Sept. 14
Sept. 16

Sept. 21

	7
	Using, Understanding and Presenting Numerical and Visual Information: diagrams and tables
	-Vocab quiz
-Quiz-Basic mathematics

-Annotated bibliography/paper outline
	Sept. 28
Oct. 2

Oct. 2

	8
	Using, Understanding and Presenting Numerical and Visual Information: graphs and statistics
	-Vocab quiz
-Quiz: Using diagrams and tables
	Oct. 5
Oct. 9

	9
	Foundation Chemistry: The atom, 
Bonds
Foundation Physics: Thermodynamics and Energy; Mechanics and motion	Comment by Price, Ann: We don’t need a lot of physics, so we can add this in to week 9. We can bump everything up a week and use the extra week at the end as a review week or catchup week if we fall behind or hit weather days. Also, by making the paper due week 14, we will more time to grade them.
	-Vocab quiz
-Create a caption for a graph
	Oct. 12
Oct. 16

	10
	Major Themes in Biology: Cell structure and function
	-Vocab quiz
-Quiz: Thermodynamics/Energy, atoms and bonds
-Rough draft of paper
	Oct. 19
Oct. 23

Oct. 23

	11
	Majors Themes in Biology: Information Flow- DNA, DNA replication, Chromosomes, Cell replication
	-Vocab quiz
-Quiz: Cell structure/function
	Oct. 26
Oct. 30

	12
	Majors Themes in Biology: Information Flow- Genetics
	-Vocab quiz 
-Quiz: DNA, replication
	Nov. 2
Nov. 6

	13
	Pulling it all together with logic based problems. 
	-Vocab quiz
-Quiz: Genetics
	Nov. 9
Nov. 3

	14
	Pulling it all together practice. 
	Paper Due	Comment by Price, Ann: By moving this to week 14, we have more time to grade the papers and give thoughtful reviews.
	Nov. 20

	 15
	Review/Catch up week
	
	

	16
	Finals week
	Comprehensive Final Exam
	Monday, Dec. 7 10:30-12:30

	**Exam dates or coverage subject to change, with reasonable advance notice. 




Course Policies
Attendance Policy
Regular attendance is required. Students may miss up to three classes without penalty. Additional absences require documentation consistent with UNT’s Student Attendance and Authorized Absences Policy.
Late Work Policy
Late assignments are not accepted.

Examination/Quiz Policy
· Scantron provided
· #2 pencil required
· No electronic devices or notes
· No outside assistance

Make-up exams are allowed only for university-recognized excused absences (religious observance, military service, official university representation). Medical emergencies require documentation.

Artificial Intelligence & Academic Integrity
Students may use generative AI tools (e.g., ChatGPT) to support learning. AI must supplement—not replace—student thinking.
· AI use must be disclosed.
· All submitted work must reflect the student’s own understanding.
· Undisclosed AI use constitutes academic dishonesty.


Academic Integrity
According to UNT Policy 06.003 (Student Academic Integrity), academic dishonesty includes cheating, plagiarism, fabrication, facilitating dishonesty, forgery, and sabotage.
Violations may result in penalties ranging from admonition to expulsion.
Unauthorized Aids During Examinations and Assessments
Students may use only those materials and resources that are expressly authorized by the instructor for a particular examination or assessment. Touching, holding, or accessing any unauthorized aid during the examination period constitutes a violation of the Student Code of Conduct, regardless of whether the aid is used.
Any item that may be considered an unauthorized aid must be kept out of view and in a closed container (e.g. zipped backpack, buttoned purse, etc.) during the entirety of the examination or assessment.
Unless specifically authorized in writing by the instructor, prohibited aids include, but are not limited to:
· Mobile phones and smartphones
· Smartwatches and fitness trackers with communication, recording, or internet capabilities
· Tablets, laptops, and other computing devices
· Earbuds, headphones, and other audio devices
· Smart glasses, cameras, recording devices, and wearable technology
· Artificial intelligence (AI) tools, chatbots, and other generative AI technologies
· Notes, textbooks, study guides, formula sheets, or reference materials
· Any other device, material, or resource not expressly permitted by the instructor

Students are responsible for clarifying any questions about permitted materials before the examination begins.

ADA Accommodations
The University of North Texas provides reasonable accommodations for students with disabilities through the Office of Disability Access (ODA).
Students must:
1. Register with ODA.
2. Provide an accommodation letter each semester.
3. Meet with the instructor to implement accommodations.

Contact ODA:
Phone: (940) 565-4323
Website: 

Technical Assistance
UNT Student Help Desk
Email: helpdesk@unt.edu
Phone: 940-565-2324
Location: Sage Hall, Room 130

Emergency Notification
UNT uses Eagle Alert for emergency communication. In the event of campus closure, refer to Canvas for course continuity instructions.

Student Behavior
Student behavior that disrupts instruction will not be tolerated. Students may be referred to the Dean of Students under the Code of Student Conduct. 


Course Evaluations (SPOT)
Student feedback is required for all organized courses. The SPOT evaluation will be distributed during weeks 13–15 via UNT email.


Syllabus Change Policy
This syllabus represents a planned course structure. The instructor reserves the right to make reasonable adjustments. All changes will be communicated via Canvas and in class.
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