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University of North Texas 

Department of History 

HIST 4260: History of Tejanos/as 

Spring 2013 

Tuesdays 6:30 to 9:20 p.m. 
 

 

Instructor:  Dr. Alex Mendoza 

Office: WH 233 

Office Hours: Tuesdays/Thursdays, 8:00 to 9:00 a.m. and Tuesdays 9:00 to 10:00 p.m., or by appointment 

Office Phone: (940) 369-7241 
Email:  amendoza@unt.edu 

 

 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

 

HIST 4260, History of Tejanos/as is a general inquiry into the historical and cultural heritage of Tejanos/as who have 

lived or are currently living in what is today the Lone Star State.  Through readings and discussion, this course studies the 

varied histories of peoples of Mexican descent in the Texas, with a special view toward convergence and congruencies 

along political and cultural lines.  The goal is to have students develop a greater understanding of the impact of and the 

important roles played by Tejano men and women in the formation and development of Texas. 

 

 

COURSE OBJECTIVES:  
 

 Describe the role of Tejanos/as in the history of Texas 
 

 Identify and analyze political, social, and economic trends of Tejanos/as in Texas history 
 

 Analyze issues raised by the Tejano/a Civil Rights movement of the mid 1900s 

 

 

TEXTS: 

 

 Arnoldo De León, Mexican Americans in Texas: A Brief History, 3rd ed. (2009) 
 

 Andres Tijerína, Tejano Empire: Life on the South Texas Ranchos (2008) 
 

 Guadalupe San Miguel, Jr., Tejano Proud: Tex-Mex Music in the 20th Century (2002) 

 

 

GRADING: 

 

The grade breakdown is as follows: 

 

 Midterm Exams (2)    50% (25% each) 

 Final Exam     25% 

 Book Quizzes (2)    20% (10% each) 

 Class Participation/Attendance  5% 

 

Generally speaking, a grade of 90.00% corresponds to a borderline A- and 89.99% to a B+; 80% is the line between a B- 

and a C+ and so on.  Grades will not be curved in this course.  No extra credit will be accepted to substitute for poor 

test grades.  It is the professor’s policy not to grant incompletes. 
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EXAMS: 
 

A total of three exams—two midterms and a final—will be administered during the semester.  Exams will be comprised 

of matching, short identification, and essay.  Each test will focus on lectures and assigned readings. 

 

 

BOOK QUIZZES: 

 

Students are required to read two monograph studies dealing with the history of Tejanos/as this semester.  In lieu of book 

reviews/reports students will have been expected to have read the entire book and thus be prepared to take a quiz dealing 

with each work.  The purpose of these quizzes is for students to have a grasp of some of the overarching concepts dealing 

with the Tejano history beyond lecture and the course text.   

 

 

HISTORY PAPER: 

 

To supplement low quiz scores, students have the option to complete a 4-5 page paper drawing from the primary sources 

available in The University of Texas at Austin’s Latino Narratives oral interview section 

(http://www.lib.utexas.edu/voces/browse-index.html).  Students must base their paper from the collection of oral 

interviews and histories available online at The University of Texas at Austin website to answer the questions of what the 

Second World War meant to the Mexican American community in Texas and what problems they encountered during this 

conflict. 

 

Students must adhere to guidelines described in Chicago/Turabian (handout forthcoming later this semester) and turn in 

their final drafts on April 30.  There will be a more detailed Research Paper Guide distributed later this semester for 

students interested in substituting the paper for a quiz.  The professor will be available for consultation during this 

process.   

 

MAKEUP EXAM POLICY: 

 

Tests and quizzes may not be taken early.  Students must arrange work schedules, job interviews, and vacation/travel 

plans (even those last minute travel deals which always come up, especially in a spring semester) in order to take the 

exams on the scheduled dates.  There are no make-ups unless you have some kind of documented medical emergency, in 

which case all make-ups will be given at the end of the semester at the same time as designated by the professor.  No 

excuses will be accepted more than 48 hours after the scheduled test date.  Make-up exams will be given only to students 

who in my opinion have a legitimate excuse, such as a severe illness, or absence due to a University-sponsored activity.  

The burden of supplying sufficient documentary proof rests upon the student.  Students who have “last-minute” travel 

plans and might need to take an exam early will be referred to this portion of the syllabus. 

 

Make-up tests are given at the end of the semester along with your final exam.  Students will be allowed only one makeup 

exam on that date.  Due to material restrictions the number of choices for the identifications and essay questions will be 

limited; thus, the makeup exam/quiz will be composed of an entirely different format covering the same material.  It is the 

student’s responsibility to prepare for such a test.  No study guides will be provided. 

 

 

NOTE TAKING: 

 

You are expected to take notes during lectures, discussions, and, if applicable, videos.  Please do not try to follow along 

with me in your textbook—I do not lecture directly from your book and you will end up missing key points in the lecture 

and the point(s) I am trying to make.  If you miss a class, check with your fellow students to see if someone will lend you 

their notes.  The professor does not provide lecture notes for any student(s). 



 3 

DISABILITIES ACCOMODATION: 

 

The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities.  Students 

seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to verify their eligibility.  

If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with an accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a 

private discussion regarding your specific needs in a course.  You may request accommodations at any time, however, 

ODA notices of accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in 

implementation.  Note that students must obtain a new letter of accommodation for every semester and must meet with 

each faculty member prior to implementation in each class.  For additional information see the Office of Disability 

Accommodation website at www.unt.edu/oda.  You may also contact them by phone at 940.565.4323. 

 

 

LECTURE POLICIES: 

 

Questions during lecture:  Often I will ask the class if there are any questions on the material we are covering, and you 

should feel free to ask whatever you want during that time.  During lecture, you are encouraged to raise questions on the 

material at any point.  Should you have additional questions that are not pertinent to the rest of the class or if you feel 

uncomfortable asking them during class, please come by my office hours.  

 

Questions after Class:  I encourage students to use office hours or to set appointments to discuss course material or any 

other university-related matter.  Please do not hesitate to visit me during my office hours, even if you do not have specific 

questions.  Professors have office hours for the benefit of their students, but sometimes students’ schedules conflict with 

those times.  Feel free set up appointments or to email me as well with any questions or concerns.   

 

 

USE OF BLACKBOARD: 

 

The instructor will use the University of North Texas’ Blackboard platform to distribute information throughout the 

semester.  Lecture outlines, exam reviews, and announcements will all be found on the course Blackboard page.  Students 

must learn the process of accessing course information and quiz materials on specific dates.  The burden of responsibility 

lies with the students. 

 

 

STUDENT ABSENCE DUE TO RELIGIOUS OBSERVANCE: 

 

Students who anticipate being absent from class due to a religious observance are requested to inform the instructor of 

such absences by the second class meeting of the semester. 

 

 

STUDENT ABSENCE FOR UNIVERSITY SPONSORED EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES: 

 

If you intend to be absent for a university-sponsored event or activity, you (or the event sponsor) must notify the instructor 

at least two weeks prior to the date of the planned absence. At that time the instructor will set a date and time when make-

up assignments will be completed.  

 

 

NOTE TAKING: 

 

You are expected to take notes during lectures, discussions, and, if applicable, videos.  Lecture outlines and exam study 

guides will assist you in this process.  However, it is not enough simply to copy the lecture outline—you must take notes 

in order to do well on exams.  Please do not try to follow along with me in your textbook—I do not lecture directly from 

your book and you will end up missing key points in the lecture and the point(s) I am trying to make.  If you miss a class, 

check with your fellow students to see if someone will lend you their notes.  The professor does not provide lecture notes. 
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USE OF EMAIL: 

 

Feel free to e-mail me in regard to anything related to the class, the topic, or professional requests.  Please do not e-mail 

me in regard to specific grades.  I will not respond to grade queries for reasons of student privacy, and anything I deem 

inappropriate or unprofessional.  Please use my university email address listed on page 1 of this syllabus. 

 

 

WHAT I EXPECT FROM YOU: 

 

1. Keep up with the readings.  If you fall behind, you will be lost in class and have difficulty catching up in time for 

exams. 

 

2. Please try not to be late to class.  If there is a reason why you must be late, try to be quiet as you come in. 

 

3. Take all exams/quizzes on the scheduled dates.   

 

 

WHAT TO EXPECT FROM ME: 

 

1. My lectures will be well-prepared and organized. 

 

2. I will see that your papers and exams are graded as promptly and accurately as possible. 

 

 

POLICY STATEMENT: 

 

This syllabus is subject to change at the professor’s discretion.  All changes will be provided verbally in class. 
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Schedule of Lectures and Readings (subject to change) 
 

Date Lecture Subject Reading 

 

Week One: January 15 
 

 01  Introduction/Origins     De Leon (DL), pgs. 7-13 

 02 Tejano Settlement DL, pgs. 13-21 
 

Week Two: January 22 
 

 03 Community DL, pgs., 22-26 

 04 Politics DL, pgs., 26-31 
 

Week Three:  January 29 
 

 05 The Revolution of Texas DL, pgs., 31-37 

 06 Post-Revolution Accommodation DL, pgs., 38-47 
 

Week Four: February 05 
 

 
 

Week Five:  February 12 
 

 07 Community Development DL, pgs., 47-50 

 08 The Mexican-American War 

 Quiz 1: Tijerina, Tejano South Texas 
 

Week Six: February 19 
 

  Exam I 
 

Week Seven: February 26 
 

 09 Life Experiences DL, pgs., 51-53 

 10 Civil War DL, pgs., 51-54 

  *Supplementary Reading: “Frontier Democracy and Tejanos—The Antebellum Period” 

 
 

Week Eight: March 05 
 

 11 Culture and Community DL, pgs., 55-70 

 12 Film: Border Bandits  

  *Supp. Reading: “La Rinchada: Revolution, Revenge, and the Rangers” 
 

Week Nine:  March 11-15, Spring Break 
 

 No Classes Scheduled at UNT 
 

Week Ten: March 19 
 

 13 World War I  DL, pgs., 71-82, 93-94 

 14 1920s and a New Tejano Community DL, pgs., 82-84, 85-92, 94-103 

  *Supplementary Reading: “To the Line of Fire: Aftermath” 
 

Week Eleven: March 26 
 

 Exam II 
 

Week Twelve: April 02 
 

 15 Great Depression Tejanos/as DL, pgs., 104-109 

 16 World War II Experience DL, pgs., 109-119 

  *Suppl. Reading: “Tejanos at War: A History of Mexican Texans in American Wars” 
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Week Thirteen: April 09 
 

 17 Civil Rights DL, pgs., 120-134 

 18 Civil Rights DL, pgs., 135-150 

*Supplementary Reading: “The ‘Dallas Way’: Protest, Response, & the Civil Rights 

Experience in Big D and Beyond” 
 

Week Fourteen: April 16 
 

 19 Urbanization DL, pgs., 150-152 

 20 A New Age of Tejano/a Politics DL, pgs., 153-161 
 

Week Fifteen: April 23 
 

 21 Culture DL, pgs., 161-166, 167-175 

 Quiz II—San Miguel, Tejano Proud 
 

Week Sixteen: April 30 

 

  Summary Day 

  *History Paper Due (option) 

 

Final Exam 

 

Tuesday  May 7, 2013 (regular class time) 


