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University of North Texas 
Department of History 

HIST 2685.012: Honors United States History since 1865 
Fall 2012 

Tuesdays & Thursdays, 12:30 p.m. to 1:50 p.m. 
 
 
Instructor:  Dr. Alexander Mendoza 
Office: WH 233 
Office Hours: Tuesdays, 11:00-12:00 p.m., 3:30-5:00 p.m., or by appointment 
Office Phone: (940) 369-7241 
Email:  amendoza@unt.edu 
 
 
TEACHING ASSISTANTS: 
 

 Mr. Tom Walker  thomaswalker12@yahoo.com   WH 320 (940) 565-2784 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  History 2685, Honors U.S. History since 1865, covers the period of American history since 
the end of the Civil War. The course is designed to acquaint students with the basic concepts, events, and interpretations 
of the American historical experience since 1865. 
 
DESIRED LEARNING OUTCOMES:  Students finishing this course should be able to: 
 

 Identify major figures and events in American history since 1865 
 

 Describe the stages of American national development since 1865 
 

 Explain how political, economic, military, diplomatic, religious, and cultural factors influenced American 
development since 1865 

 
TEXTS: 
 

 Carol Berkin, Making America: A History of the United States, Volume 2: Since 1865, 6th Edition 
 

 Upton Sinclair, The Jungle 
 

 Nancy MacLean, Behind the Mask of Chivalry: The Making of the Second Ku Klux Klan 
 

 James T. Patterson, Brown v. Board of Education: A Civil Rights Milestone and Its Troubled Legacy  
 
GRADING:  
 
The grade breakdown is as follows:  
 

 Exam I    20%  
 Exam II    20%  
 Final Exam   20%  
 Quizzes (2)   20% (10% each)  
 History Paper Project  10% 
 Class Participation  05% 
 Discussion Boards  05% 
 

Generally speaking, a grade of 90.00% corresponds to a borderline A- and 89.99% to a B+; 80% is the line between a B- 
and a C+ and so on.  Grades will not be curved in this course.  No extra credit will be accepted to substitute for poor 
grades.  It is the professor’s policy not to grant incompletes.  
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EXAMS: 
 
Three exams (two midterms and a final) will be administered during the semester.  Exams will be comprised of matching, 
short identification, and an essay component.  Each exam will focus on lectures and assigned readings from the textbook.  
The exams intend to evaluate your mastery of information presented in class the text, and the supplemental reader, but 
also will test your ability to use this information to produce logical answers to historical problems.  Each exam 
comprises 20% of overall grade. 
 
QUIZZES: 
 
In addition to the scheduled tests, students are required to take Three (3) quizzes this semester from the individual 
monographs (Sinclair, MacLean, and Patterson).  The format for the quizzes will be multiple-choice and short-answer.  
Specific instructions for each quiz will be distributed later this semester.  Each quiz is worth 10% of student’s overall 
grade and the lowest grade of the three will be dropped at the end of the semester (thus, top 2 quiz grades for a 
20% total). 
 
HISTORICAL PAPER: 
 
Students will be required to write a 3-5 page paper on a particular historical period of the late 20th century.  A more 
detailed description of the essay requirements will distributed later during the semester.  The paper is worth 10% of the 
student’s overall grade and will be due on the last week of class, Tuesday, December 4.  Students who fail to turn in the 
assigned paper will be penalized a letter grade a day (including weekends) until the instructor personally receives the 
assignment.  The paper will rely on specific citations and posit detailed analysis.   
 
DISCUSSION BOARDS: 
 
Through the course of the semester, students will participate in three Discussion Board assignments that are tied to online 
case studies of a particular time period.  The Discussion Boards will be located on Blackboard under Communication.  
Discussion Boards will be available to you on Blackboard at least a week before the due date.   The topics to be assigned 
include: 
 
 The West  http://www.pbs.org/weta/thewest/resources/archives/ 

 
 World War II  http://www.dhr.history.vt.edu/modules/us/mod07_ww2/index.html 

 
 Jackie Robinson http://www.dhr.history.vt.edu/modules/us/mod08_robinson/index.html 

 
Students may use the information on the website while you take the assignment, but there will be a time limit to complete 
it.  The lowest grade of the three assignments will be dropped at the end of the semester (thus, the average will be based on 
the top 2 grades for a 5% total). 
 
 
CLASS PARTICIPATION COMPONENT: 
 
Five percent (5%) of your grade will be based on a subjective class participation component.  In a Honors U.S. History 
course, there are expectations that students will come to class prepared to discuss readings and relevant themes pertinent to 
the day’s lecture topic.  I will occasionally call on students to answer questions or to explore areas related to the individual 
topics.  From time to time, the instructor will pose questions to the class, but feel free to initiate your own comments and 
ask questions related to course material, and respond to the questions and comments made by others.  Participation in 
discussion is expected.  I will keep track of who shares in discussion, who attempts to dominate discussion, and who says 
next to nothing.  Obviously, since you have to attend class to participate, there will be an emphasis on attendance.   
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USE OF BLACKBOARD: 
 
The instructor will use UNT’s Blackboard platform to distribute information throughout the semester.  Lecture outlines, 
exam reviews, the four semester quizzes will all be found on the course Blackboard page.  Students must learn the process 
of accessing course information and assignment materials on specific dates.  The burden of responsibility lies with the 
students. 
 
 
CLASS ATTENDANCE: 
 
Attendance in class is expected.  Every absence, whether excused or unexcused, will be recorded.  Any student missing 
between two and three weeks of classes (i.3. five or six class sessions) will have his/her average automatically lowered 
one full letter grade.  A student arriving late or leaving early is subject to being counted absent. 
 
 
MAKEUP POLICY: 
 
Exams/Quizzes may NOT be taken early.  Students must arrange work schedules and last-minute travel plans in order to 
take the tests & quizzes on the scheduled dates.  There are no make-ups unless you have some kind of documented 
medical emergency or university sponsored activity.  No excuses will be accepted more than 48 hours after the scheduled 
test date.  Make-up exams will be given only to students who in my opinion have a legitimate excuse, such as a severe 
illness, or absence due to a University-sponsored activity.  The burden of supplying sufficient documentary proof rests 
upon the student.   
 
 
STUDENT ABSENCE DUE TO RELIGIOUS OBSERVANCE:  
 
Students who anticipate being absent from class due to a religious observance are requested to inform the instructor of 
such absences by the second class meeting of the semester.  
 
 
STUDENT ABSENCE FOR UNIVERSITY SPONSORED EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES:  
 
If you intend to be absent for a university-sponsored event or activity, you (or the event sponsor) must notify the instructor 
at least two weeks prior to the date of the planned absence. At that time the instructor will set a date and time when make-
up assignments will be completed.  
 
 
DISABILITIES ACCOMMODATIONS:  
 
The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities.  Students 
seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to verify their eligibility.  
If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with an accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a 
private discussion regarding your specific needs in a course.  You may request accommodations at any time, however, 
ODA notices of accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in 
implementation.  Note that students must obtain a new letter of accommodation for every semester and must meet with 
each faculty member prior to implementation in each class.  For additional information see the Office of Disability 
Accommodation website at www.unt.edu/oda.  You may also contact them by phone at 940.565.4323. 
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NOTE TAKING: 
 
You are expected to take notes during lectures, discussions, and, if applicable, videos.  Lecture outlines and exam study 
guides will assist you in this process.  However, it is not enough simply to copy the lecture outline—you must take notes 
in order to do well on exams.  Please do not try to follow along with me in your textbook—I do not lecture directly from 
your book and you will end up missing key points in the lecture and the point(s) I am trying to make.  If you miss a class, 
check with your fellow students to see if someone will lend you their notes.  The professor does not provide lecture notes. 
 
 
USE OF EMAIL: 
 
Feel free to e-mail me in regard to anything related to the class, the topic, or professional requests.  Please do not e-mail 
me or the Teaching Assistant in regard to specific grades.  We will not respond to grade queries for reasons of student 
privacy, or anything we deem inappropriate or unprofessional.  I also retain the right to forward all such e-mails to 
university officials. 
 
 
ADDITONAL POLICIES: 
 
 Cell Phones: Please remember to turn off phones prior to class.  

 
 If you are having trouble with this class, please come by my office during office hours.  

 
 
WHAT I EXPECT FROM YOU: 
 
 Keep up with the readings & take all exams and quizzes on the scheduled dates 
 
 Please do not come to class late.  If there is a reason why you must be late, try to be quiet as you come in. 
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Schedule for Lecture Topics (subject to change) 
 

 Date Lecture Subject  Assigned Reading 
 
Week One 
 

Aug. 30 01 Course Description/The Civil War & its Legacies Berkin, et al., Chapter 15 
 

Week Two: 
 

Sept. 04 02 Reconstruction  Berkin, Chapter 15 
 

 06 03 Big Business and Labor Berkin, Chapter 16 
 

Week Three: 
 

 11 04 Immigration Berkin, Chapter 17 
 

 13  Immigration, cont. 
   Book Quiz 1:  Upton Sinclair, The Jungle 
 

Week Four: 
 

 18 05 The Jim Crow South Berkin, Chapter 17 
 

 20 06 Gilded Age Politics Berking, Chapter 18 
 

Week Five: 
 

 25 07 America and the World Berkin, Chapter 18 
 

 27  Exam I 
 

Week Six: 
 

Oct. 02 08 Progressivism Berkin, Chapter 19 
 

 04 09 World War I: Over There  Berkin, Chapter 20 
 

Week Seven: 
 

 09 10 World War I America: Over Here Berkin, Chapter 20 
 

 11 11 The Roaring Twenties Berkin, Chapter 21 
 

Week Eight: 
 

 16  Roaring Twenties, cont. 
   Book Quiz 2: Nancy MacLean, Behind the Mask of Chivalry 
 

 18 12 The Great Crash Berkin, Chapter 22 
 

Week Nine: 
 

 23 13 World War II Berkin, Chapter 23 
 

 25 14 The American Homefront Berkin, Chapter 23 
 

Week Ten: 
 

Oct. 30  Exam II 
 

Nov. 01 15 The Cold War Abroad Berkin, Chapter 24 
 

Week Eleven: 
 

 06 16 The Cold War Home Berkin, Chapter 24 
 

 08 17 The 1950s Berkin, Chapter 25 
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Week Twelve: 
 

 13 18 Civil Rights America—Education Berkin, Chapter 26 
 

 15  Civil Rights America, cont. 
   Quiz 3, James T. Patterson: Brown v. Board of Education 
 

Week Thirteen: 
 

 20  Reading/Writing Day 
 

 22  THANKSGIVING HOLIDAYS—NO CLASSES SCHEDULED 
 

Week Fourteen: 
 

 27 19 The Great Society Berkin, Chapter 27 
 

 29 20 Vietnam Berkin, Chapter 27 
 

Week Fifteen: 
 

Dec. 04 21 Politics Under Strain Berkin, Chapter 27 
   History Papers Due 
 

 06 22 Summary Day 
 
 

FINAL EXAM 
 

Thursday December 13, 2012 (10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.) 
 


