
American Foreign Policy
PSCI 4830.001

Fall 2015
MW, 3:30–4:50 p.m. (BLB 255)

Prof. Andrew J. Enterline
E-mail: via Blackboard
Phone: 940.565.2313
Office (Wooten Hall 145) Hours: W 12–3

Course Description

At a time when world politics appears, and perhaps is, in a period of transition, it is im-
portant that we examine the historical and theoretical underpinnings of American foreign
policy. This course is designed to achieve this goal by engaging the history as well as the
intellectual debates central to American foreign policy past and present. This course does
not rely on a textbook to achieve this goal, and it is not organized in the time honored tradi-
tion of lecture/exam, lecture/exam, and so forth. Rather, this course is grounded in careful
consideration of ideas central to American foreign policy as they are discussed in a series of
books; in turn, these ideas are discussed by the students and the instructor in small and large
group formats. We will use this approach to explore the evolution of American foreign policy
from its founding to the present period, after which you will submit to an exam. In the final
phase of the course, students participate in a simulation that will allow students to engage
in decision making on an issue familiar to American foreign policy. In doing so, students
obtain a better feel for the dilemmas confronting present and future American policymakers.
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Reading Materials

The following books are required for the course (listed in the order that they will be dis-
cussed.) They are available at the UNT bookstore, online, at local booksellers (new and
used), and many are available in the collections of local libraries. Although you need not
have all eight books in your possession by the first week of the semester, you are expected
to acquire each book with enough time to read it prior to our discussion in class :

1. Dangerous Nation: America’s Foreign Policy from Its Earliest Days to the Dawn of

the Twentieth Century. Robert Kagan. Vintage (November 6, 2007). ISBN-13: 978-
0375724916.

2. Pivotal Decades: The United States, 1900-1920. John Milton Cooper Jr. W.W. Norton
& Company; Reprint edition (September 17, 1990). ISBN-13: 978-0393956559.

3. Special Providence: American Foreign Policy and How It Changed the World. Walter
Russell Mead. Routledge. (2002) ISBN-13: 978-0415935364.

4. The Cold War: A New History. John Lewis Gaddis. Penguin Books; Reprint edition
(December 26, 2006). ISBN-13: 978-0143038276.

5. Overthrow: America’s Century of Regime Change from Hawaii to Iraq. Stephen Kinzer.
Times Books. ISBN-13: 978-0805082401.

6. Putinism: Russia and Its Future with the West. Walter Laqueur. Thomas Dunne
Books (June 30, 2015). ISBN-13: 978-1250064752.

7. The Hundred-Year Marathon: China’s Secret Strategy to Replace America as the Global

Superpower. Michael Pillsbury. Henry Holt and Co. (February 3, 2015). ISBN-13:
978-1627790109
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Class Format

The foundation of this course is discussion of the course readings. Students are expected
to arrive to class each Monday having read the appropriate readings for the week. Each
Monday, students will discuss the weekly reading in small groups prompted by questions
provided by the professor, and each Wednesday students and the instructor will discuss the
readings collectively.
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UNT Blackboard

Student attendance, grades, etc., will be posted on the UNT Blackboard system. Additional
information regarding upcoming course activities, adjustments to plans, etc., will also be
posted on Blackboard students are responsible for this information. Hence, students should
check their Blackboard account for the course regularly.
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Student Responsibilities

Weekly Meetings

Attendance will be taken for this course during the first few minutes of class (if you arrive
after this point, please alert me of this at the end of class so that it can be recorded correctly).
While I record your physical presence in the classroom, participation means actively engaging
the course material, not merely attending and sitting quietly. If you pursue the latter
strategy, you will not receive credit for participation. Contributions to group discussions on
Monday and collective discussions on Wednesday will account for 30% of a student’s final
grade. Midterm evaluation of student participation will be reported on Blackboard on during
the week of Oct. 12, so that the student can take corrective action, if need be.
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Exam

There will be a take-home essay exam that will commence on November 11. The exam will
be released by noon on Nov. 11 and is to be returned via the UNT Blackboard Turnitin.com
submission system by 11:59 pm on Sunday, November 15. The question(s) will be drawn
from the material covered in the course readings and in-class discussion. Discussion of a
practice question will occur in class on November 9. The exam contributes 40% toward the
student’s final grade.
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Simulation & Paper

A simulation related to contemporary American foreign policy will be conducted on Nov. 16
(preparation), 18, 23, 30 and Dec. 2. Attendance is required during all simulation days. The
paper requires students to integrate ideas contained in the course readings and discussions
with behavior observed during the simulation in an analysis of approximately 10 double-
spaced pages. The semester paper is due on Wednesday Dec. 9 by midnight via an upload
to the UNT Blackboard Turnitin.com dropbox system. Additional information regarding the
paper will be forthcoming as the semester progresses. The semester paper will contribute
30% to each student’s final grade.
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Winter Weather

As winter weather approaches in late November and December, please monitor your Black-
board and MyUNT email accounts for messages from me regarding seminar. Due to com-
muting hazards (me riding a motorcycle from my home in Fort Worth), I may cancel class
given poor weather and prior to any declaration by the UNT Registrar. My cancellation this
usually requires some form of freezing precipitation.
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Calendar

24 Aug. Course Introduction

26 Aug. NO CLASS (Read Kagan, Chs. 1–6)

31 Aug/Sept. 2 Kagan, Chs. 1–6

7 Sept. NO CLASS (Labor Day)

9 Sept. Kagan, Chs. 7–12

14/16 Sept. Cooper, Chs. 1–6

21/23 Sept. Cooper, Chs. 7–12

28/30 Sept. Mead, all

5/7 Oct. MOVIES

12/14 Oct. Gaddis, all

19/21 Oct. Kinzer, all

26/28 Oct. Laqueur, all

2/4 Nov. Pillsbury, all

9 Nov. Exam Practice

11 Nov. Take-home Exam (due 11/15, 11:59 pm)

16 Nov. Simulation Instructions

18 Nov. Simulation I

23 Nov. Simulation II

25 Nov. NO CLASS (Thanksgiving Week)

30 Nov. Simulation III

2 Dec. Simulation Debrief

Thursday, Dec. 9 Simulation Paper Due, 11:59 pm
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