Crime and Justice in the United States
CJUS 2100
Fall 2026
 
INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION  	 	 
 
Andrekus Dixon, M.S. 				 
Office: Chilton Hall, 265				
E-mail: Andrekus.Dixon@unt.edu		
Phone: (940) 565-4475

Online Recitation Meeting Time: Assigned by Instructor (TBD)
	 	 
You will complete the majority of your assignments here. However, you are assigned another instructor for your online recitations. Your assigned instructor will communicate to the class when your synchronous online meetings will be held. Please check your Canvas announcements for these important notes. 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION  
 
This course examines the societal responses to people and organizations that violate criminal codes; discusses the history, development, organization and philosophy of the justice process; and analyzes the complex inter-relationships between the major components of the criminal justice system (i.e., police, courts, and corrections). 
 
COURSE GOALS 
 
Students who successfully complete this course will be able:  
 
1) To identify the major foundations of crime and justice including the nature of law, behavioral aspects of crime, and measurement of crime; 
2) To identify the major components of the criminal justice system including the police, courts, and corrections; 
3) To use and critique alternative explanatory systems or theories; 
4) To develop and communicate alternative explanations or solutions for crime; 
5) To examine criminal justice institutions and processes across a range of historical periods, social structures and cultures; 
6) To analyze the effects of historical, social, political, economic, cultural and global forces on criminal justice. 
7) To identify and understand differences and commonalities within diverse cultures. 
8) To employ the appropriate methods, technologies, and data that social scientists use to investigate criminals and the criminal justice system. 
 
READING MATERIALS 
 
Rennison, C.M., & Dodge, M. (2026). Introduction to criminal justice: Systems, diversity, and change (5th). Sage Publications

COURSE NOTES AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
Please make sure to have your official UNT email forwarded to your preferred email address (if different) to receive important updates, changes, announcements, class cancellations (if applicable), and generally, so I can reach you if necessary.   
 
Before emailing me with a question, make sure to review the syllabus, schedule and welcome statement.  Most questions are answered in these documents.  
 
The announcement board in Canvas and email will be used as the primary means of communication to the class as a whole. I advise you to check the announcements section frequently.   
 
Important: It is your responsibility to utilize a computer system that works and is compatible with the UNT online system/Canvas. This is especially critical during examination times.  I would recommend that you take your quizzes on the UNT campus if possible.  If that is not possible, I would recommend you avoid waiting until the last minute to take your quizzes in case problems arise. Do not take your quizzes on mobile devices such as smartphones or tablets.    
 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND GRADING 
 
Your final grade will be determined based on your performance on 14 chapter quizzes, 14 video activities, 14 data activities, 14 recitation activities, and 1 research project assignment. There are a total of 464 points that can be earned in this class. The dates for each quiz, video activity, data activity, recitation activity, and research project are listed in the course schedule on Canvas. 
 
Chapter Quizzes: 14 @ 15 points each			210 possible points 
Video Activities: 14 @ 3 points each				42 possible points
Data Activities: 14 @ 3 points each				42 possible points
Recitation Activities: 14 @ 5 points each			70 possible points 		
Research Project Assignment: 1 @ 100 points 		100 possible points
										464 possible points			Grading Scale: 
	Letter Grade
	Point Scale 

	A=
	417 – 464

	B=
	371 – 416

	C=
	324 – 370 

	D=
	278 – 323

	F=
	277 and below 


 
Note: Dates for when each assignment is available can be found on the course schedule in Canvas.  

Chapter Quizzes: Each chapter quiz contains 15 multiple choice and true-false questions. Only 1 attempt is allowed for each. 
 
Video Activities: Each video activity involves watching a video and answering a short number of questions (usually around 3 to 4). Two attempts are allowed. Your best attempt will be recorded for your grade. 

Data Activities: Each data activity requires you to review data about crime and/or criminal justice outcomes and then answer a short number of questions (usually around 3 to 4) about those data. Two attempts are allowed. Your best attempt will be recorded for your grade. 

Research Project Assignment: This assignment requires you to write and submit a paper between 500-1,000 words discussing wrongful convictions and capital punishment based on data you collect. Additional details and a rubric can be found in Canvas.  

Online Recitation Activities: Students will participate in weekly recitation activities to bolster critical thinking and real-world problem-solving skills. These assignments will be graded based on individual and group participation.  
 
Make-Up Policy 
 
There will be no opportunities to make up any missed coursework with the exception of authorized absences according to university policies prescribing authorized absences in certain situations. I reserve the right to consider extreme circumstances and modify this rule. Students should notify me prior to missing an assignment, if possible. Those in athletics, those who are absent for religious holidays, and/or those involved in other school supported activities that require being absent from class will be allowed to make up assignments if proper procedures are followed in requesting an excused absence. I must have written documentation in advance that you will be away from class for the absence to be excused.  
 
Authorized Absences  
 
Absences are authorized only in cases of participation in school sponsored activities and/or religious holidays. For an excused absence due to a school sponsored activity, students must be approved in advance by the department chair and academic dean. Within three days after the absence, students must obtain authorized absence cards from the Dean of Students for presentation to instructor. Students who wish to request an excused absence for religious holidays can do so and will be excused from class as long as they make a request within the required time frame set by the University (see the most recent undergraduate catalog). Notification must be in writing so that I may have it for my records.  You must arrange to make up any work missed during the excused religious absence or school sponsored activity. 

Attendance Policy 

Since we meet only once a week online, I expect every student to attend our online recitations regularly and promptly. Attendance will be taken at some point throughout each meeting. If you miss a recitation meeting/activity assignment for an excused absence, you will be allowed to complete a makeup assignment determined by the instructor. No makeup assignments will be given for unexcused absences. 
A student who is absent from a class session is responsible for the subject matter discussed during that particular session. I do not give out my lecture notes. Notes missed (from lectures, guest speakers, presentations, etc.) will need to be obtained from a classmate. It will be extremely difficult for you to obtain an acceptable grade in this course if you miss recitations consistently. 
I reserve the right to request that a student be dropped from the course with a grade of “WF” upon the accumulation of an excessive number of unexcused absences. An absence may be excused for the following reasons: a religious holy day, including travel for that purpose; active military service, including travel for that purpose; participation in an official university function; illness or other extenuating circumstances; pregnancy and parenting under Title IX; and when the University is officially closed by the President. The student is responsible for requesting an excused absence in writing as early in the semester as possible, and personally delivering to me satisfactory evidence to substantiate the excused absence.
Academic Dishonesty/Integrity 
 
All students are required to conduct themselves with utmost honesty and integrity in all aspects related to this course. Any act of academic dishonesty will not be tolerated and may result in failing the course. Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, cheating on a test, plagiarism, and collusion – the unauthorized collaboration with another person in preparing work offered for course credit.   

Generative Artificial Intelligence (GenAI)

In this course, I want you to engage deeply with the materials and develop your own critical thinking and writing skills. For this reason, the use of Generative AI (GenAI) tools [e.g., Claude, ChatGPT, and Gemini] is not permitted. While these tools can be helpful in some contexts, they do not align with our goal of fostering the development of your independent thinking. Using GenAI to complete any part of an assignment, quiz, or coursework will be considered a violation of academic integrity, as it prevents the development of your own skills, and will be addressed according to the Student Academic Integrity policy (https://policy.unt.edu/policy/06-003).

Grade Appeals 
 
Please keep all your graded work.  You cannot, under any circumstances, dispute a grade on a quiz or assignment if you cannot provide the original copy.  Should you have any discrepancy with a grade you receive, you must submit a written complaint and meet with me within one week of receiving the grade.  Bring the original copy of the quiz or assignment to this meeting.  Written complaints must address specific comments and/or grading criteria.  Filing an appeal does not guarantee that your grade will be changed.  Grades are not verbally negotiable. 
  
SPOT Participation  
The SPOT evaluation is a requirement for all organized classes at UNT. This short survey will be made available to you at the end of the semester, providing you a chance to comment on how this class is taught.  I am very interested in the feedback I get from students, as I work to continually improve my teaching. I consider the SPOT to be an important part of your participation in this class.  
Extra Credit
Extra credit may be awarded, but this will be at the professor's discretion. If this opportunity presents itself, it will be for the entire class, not for one person. Any extra credit will be given to the entire class. I do not give individual extra credit, so it is important for you to do well on all other coursework. 
Student Behavior and University Policy 
  
Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students' opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any instructional forum at UNT. Students engaging in unacceptable behavior may be referred to the Center for Student Rights and Responsibilities to consider whether the student's conduct violated the Code of Student Conduct.  The university's expectations for student conduct apply to all instructional forums, including university and electronic classroom, labs, discussion groups, field trips, etc.  The Code of Student Conduct can be found at https://policy.unt.edu/policy/07-012 Code of Student Conduct Policy 

Participation and Online Behavior 
 
To be successful at learning and understanding the material in this class, it is essential that you read and complete the assigned material.  Your active participation, along with your willingness to engage in thoughtful discussions regarding the course material, will be taken into account at all times during the semester.   
 
An online classroom, at least during times of discussion, is a place to express ideas, opinions, and engage in thoughtful discussions. Students are expected to respect the views and opinions of others at all times.  Each student brings unique insight and perspectives, and that can make for a very interesting and lively discussion forum, but we all must be appropriate and respectful of others. Please review the undergraduate catalog concerning conduct that adversely affects the university community.   

Recitation Meeting Policy 

It is very important that students show respect and remain orderly while in class.  Incivility is prohibited.  Conduct that is considered disorderly is: talking while someone else is talking, using profanity, sleeping, and any other type of disruptive noise.  Cell phones must be put away during class time if they are going to be a distraction to you or the class.  NO TEXTING OR ANY SOCIAL MEDIA ACTIVITY WILL BE TOLERATED DURING RECITATION TIME. If a student is found guilty of any of the following misconducts, he/she will be asked to leave the class and will be considered absent for that particular day.  If the conduct is persistent, students will be reported to the Dean of Student Services to receive appropriate disciplinary action. 
There will be no recording devices unless you have authorization from the University.  
All cell phones and any other electronic devices must be turned off or on silent mode. You may use your laptop for note-taking. However, if, you are caught doing anything that is not related to the course or the lecture notes you will not be allowed to use your computer for the semester. 
Syllabus Changes 
 
I reserve the right and have the discretion to change this syllabus. While every effort will be made to follow this syllabus as closely as possible, it is sometimes the case that the syllabus must be modified. In the case that the syllabus needs to be adjusted, I will announce such adjustments to the class. I will make every effort to ensure that any changes to the syllabus benefit the class as a whole. It is the student’s responsibility to check announcements/email so that any and all syllabus changes are documented. Failure to obtain syllabus changes because of failure to check and read announcements does not constitute a defense against missed assignments, test dates, and other applicable changes.   
 
Office of Disability Accommodation  
 
The University of North Texas makes reasonable accommodations for students with disabilities. To request accommodations, you must first register with the Office of Disability Access (ODA) by completing an application for services and providing documentation to verify your eligibility each semester. Once your eligibility is confirmed, you may request your letter of accommodation. ODA will then email your faculty a letter of reasonable accommodation, initiating a private discussion about your specific needs in the course. 
You can request accommodations at any time, but it’s important to provide ODA notice to your faculty as early as possible in the semester to avoid delays in implementation. Keep in mind that you must obtain a new letter of accommodation for each semester and meet with each faculty member before accommodations can be implemented in each class. You are strongly encouraged to meet with faculty regarding your accommodations during office hours or by appointment. Faculty have the authority to ask you to discuss your letter during their designated office hours to protect your privacy. For more information and to access resources that can support your needs, refer to the Office of Disability Access website (https://studentaffairs.unt.edu/office-disability-access).

Final Points
Please do not hesitate to come to the professor with any questions, problems, or issues you may have as it pertains to the course. Do not wait to address these issues until it is too late for you to receive an acceptable grade. You will find the Professor to be very approachable and eager to address any problems with you in a professional manner. 
 
* A course schedule can be found in a separate file in Canvas 
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