MUTH 4520: 20th-Century Techniques
Mondays + Wednesdays + Fridays 11:00–11:50 PM (Music Building 322)
Spring 2026
Instructor Contact
Name: Dr. Andrew Chung
Pronouns: He/him
Office Location: room 1002 Music Building
Office Hours: By appointment over Zoom or in person 12:00PM-1:00 Wednesdays
Email: Andrew.chung@unt.edu

Communication Expectations: I will communicate with you between classes solely via email, so please be attentive to your inboxes. Any personal concerns or questions throughout the semester can be privately emailed to me (Andrew.chung@unt.edu) at any time. I will try to respond within 24 hours, and if I haven’t, do not hesitate to send me a follow-up reminder.

Course Description
This is a course primarily focused on close analysis of selected works from 20th century musical repertoires and their theoretical constructive principles, as well as developing instincts for what musical analysis is in the first place. We will somewhat track along certain prominent threads in Western art music in the past 120 years or so as they occurred historically, beginning with atonality and the “emancipation of dissonance,” going on to 12-tone row structures, extensions and allusions to tonality, and a variety of post-WWII idioms in avant-garde and experimental traditions, going up to almost the present day. We will have homework assignments most weeks, plus more extended projects due at midterm and at the end of the semester for which there will be multiple analytical and creative options.

AI USE POLICY: 
In this course, I want you to engage deeply with the materials and develop your own critical thinking and writing skills. For this reason, the use of Generative AI (GenAI) tools like ChatGPT, Claude, Meta AI, and Gemini is not permitted. While these tools can be helpful in some contexts, they do not align with our goal of fostering the development of your independent thinking. Using GenAI to complete any part of an assignment, exam, or coursework will be considered a violation of academic integrity, as it prevents the development of your own skills, and will be addressed according to the Student Academic Integrity policy. What ultimately matters in our assignments is not really correctness or the most polished writing per se, it is showing your imagination and musicality, which AI tools never do well. It is extremely easy to tell when Generative AI is being used in place of your own writing. Suspected AI use will mean having to redo and resubmit assignments, and verified violations will result in an academic integrity violation report being submitted in your name. All work must be your own.
 
Class Recordings & Student Likenesses 
Synchronous (live) sessions in this course may have to be recorded for students enrolled in this class section to refer to throughout the semester. Class recordings are the intellectual property of the university or instructor and are reserved for use only by students in this class and only for educational purposes.   Students may not post or otherwise share the recordings outside the class, or outside the Canvas Learning Management System, in any form. Failing to follow this restriction is a violation of the UNT Code of Student Conduct and could lead to disciplinary action.

Required Materials:
Word processing software for homework
PowerPoint (or similar slideshow software) for annotating digital scores
Screen Capture Software for annotating digital scores (optional)
Microphone and headphones for remote participation
Canvas Technical Requirements (https://clear.unt.edu/supported-technologies/canvas/requirements)


SCHEDULE OF TOPICS
Syllabus Change Policy:
This syllabus and its schedule are provisional, and may change depending on the day to day learning needs of our class.

	
	WEEK 1
	

	16 January
	NO CLASS, Martin Luther King Day
	

	18 January
	Elisabeth Lutyens Bagatelles, Webern Symphony op. 21: Thema
Introductions, Twelve tone basics review, row tools online
Sets and collections review
	

	20 January
	
	

	
	
	

	
	WEEK 2
	

	23 January
	Schoenberg, op. 33a
Twelve Tone Rows, Hexachordal Inversional Combinatoriality, Sonata Form 

	

	25 January
	
	

	27 January
	
	

	
	
	

	
	WEEK 3
	

	30 January
	Webern TBD
	HW 1 DUE

	1 February
	Twelve Tone Analysis, row partitions
	

	3 February
	
	

	
	
	

	
	WEEK 4
	

	6 February
	Schoenberg op. 11, op. 15, op. 19
Atonality and tonal allusion

	HW 2 DUE

	8 February
	
	

	10 February
	
	

	
	
	

	
	WEEK 5
	

	13 February
	Rhythm and Meter
Maximally even rhythms, diatonic rhythms

	HW 3 DUE

	15 February
	
	

	17 February
	
	

	
	
	

	
	WEEK 6
	

	20 February
	Stravinsky, Les Noces
Scalar collections, Pitch centricity, Meter
	Presentations on Les Noces (HW 4)

	22 February
	
	

	24 February
	
	

	
	
	

	
	WEEK 7
	

	27 February
	Stravinsky, Les Noces (continued)
Transpositional combination
	Presentations on Les Noces (HW 4)

	1 March
	
	

	3 March
	
	

	
	
	

	
	WEEK 8
	

	6 March
	Shostakovich TBD, Augusta Read Thomas Helix Spirals 
Extended Tonality, Triadic/Consonant Non-Tonalism

	HW 5 DUE

	8 March
	
	

	10 March
	
	

	
	
	

	
	WEEK 9
	

	13 March
	SPRING BREAK
	

	15 March
	SPRING BREAK
	

	17 March
	SPRING BREAK
	

	
	
	

	
	WEEK 10
	

	20 March
	Ligeti, Clocks and Clouds: pattern-meccanico, canon, counterpoint, fields

	

	22 March
	
	

	24 March
	
	

	
	
	

	
	WEEK 11
	

	27 March
	Reich, Music for 18 Musicians, Piano Phase, James Tenney Koan, Phillip Glass TBD
Rhythmic layering, metric ambiguity, beat-class sets, phasing
READING: Gretchen Horlacher “Multiple Meters and Metrical Processes in the Music of Steve Reich”

	HW 6 DUE

	29 March
	
	

	31 March
	
	

	
	
	

	
	WEEK 12
	

	3 April
	Bernhard Lang Differenz/Wiederholung TBD, Arvo Pärt TBD
Additive/Subtractive process, Tinntinabulation

	HW 7 DUE

	5 April
	
	

	7 April
	
	

	
	
	

	
	WEEK 13
	

	10 April
	Gérard Grisey Partiels and/or Vortex Temporum, Kirsten Broberg TBD
READING: Robert Hasegawa “Gérard Grisey and the Nature of Harmony”

	HW 8 DUE

	12 April
	
	

	14 April
	

	

	
	
	

	
	WEEK 14
	

	17 April
	Ashley Fure, Panayiotis Kokoras, Stefan Prins TBD
Noise, gesture, technology
	HW 9 DUE

	19 April
	
	

	21 April
	
	

	
	
	

	
	WEEK 15
	

	 24 April
	Final Projects Preparations
	HW 10 DUE

	26 April
	Final Projects Preparations
	

	
	FINAL PROJECTS DUE May 4
	




Grading Scale:
12 Homework Assignments @ 50 points each (600 points total) 
Midterm Projects Portfolio @ 200 points (200 points)
Final Projects Portfolio @ 200 points (200 points)
1000 points total
A: 900-1000 points
B: 800-899 points
C: 700-799 points
D: 600-699 points
F: 599 points or below

Course Policies
Add/Drop, Grading Mode Change, and Withdrawal Policies:
This semester’s Add/Drop period ends on January 15th, 2021 at 5:30 PM CDT. Please be reminded that dropping classes or failing to complete and pass registered hours may make you ineligible for financial aid.  In addition, if you drop below half-time enrollment you may be required to begin paying back your student loans.  After the 12th class day, students must first submit a completed “Request to Drop” form to the Registrar’s Office. The last day for a student to drop a class in Spring 2021 is April 2nd, 2021.  Information about add/drop may be found at:  https://registrar.unt.edu/registration/fall-registration-guideLinks to an external site.
Assignment Policy:
Homework will be assigned one or two class periods before their due dates. The course schedule provides a schedule of due dates for assignments. If extenuating circumstances mean you must miss an assignment, you must let me know ahead of time, or ASAP otherwise. Late assignments will be penalized by deductions of 10% for every day they are late.
 
Class Participation:
Regular attendance and participation are essential to your success. You are expected to ask questions when material is unclear, and are expected to volunteer answers even if you are not 100% certain of them. Learning music theory, or any subject in the humanities, is best as a collaborative venture, and we are here to gain skills and confidence in thinking speculatively and analytically about music, we are not here to simply show off knowledge or shame others if they are confused.
Counseling and Testing:
UNT’s Center for Counseling and Testing has an available counselor whose position includes 16 hours per week of dedicated service to students in the College of Music and the College of Visual Arts and Design.  Please visit the Center’s website for further information:  http://studentaffairs.unt.edu/counseling-and-testing-servicesLinks to an external site..  For more information on mental health issues, please visit:  https://speakout.unt.eduLinks to an external site..
The counselor for music students is:
Myriam Reynolds
Chestnut Hall, Suite 311
(940) 565-2741
Myriam.reynolds@unt.edu
 
Course Evaluation:
Student Perceptions of Teaching (SPOT) is the student evaluation system for UNT and allows students the ability to confidentially provide constructive feedback to their instructor and department to improve the quality of student experiences in the course. The survey will be made available during weeks 13, 14 and 15 of the long semesters to provide students with an opportunity to evaluate how this course is taught. Students will receive an email from "UNT SPOT Course Evaluations via IASystem Notification" (no-reply@iasystem.org) with the survey link. Students should look for the email in their UNT email inbox. Simply click on the link and complete the survey.
 
Incomplete Grades:
Incomplete grades will not be allowed simply for a failure to complete the work of the course. Taking an incomplete for the course will be allowed for extenuating, extraordinary circumstances, and will be discussed on a case by case basis. If you think you will need to take an incomplete, you must work out an arrangement with the instructor.
 
Instructor’s Responsibilities to You:
· My duties to you are to help you grow and learn; provide clear instructions for projects and assessments, answer questions about assignments, identify additional resources as necessary, providing grading rubrics, reviewing and updating course content, etc. Please notify me ASAP if I have failed to do these things on your behalf. Your instructors are humans too, with exceptionally busy lives, and sometimes things fall between the cracks. I will do my best to keep you accountable, and you should hold me accountable as well.
· You can expect feedback on homework by the end of the next week.
Rules of Engagement
Rules of engagement refer to the way students are expected to interact with each other and with their instructors. Here are some general guidelines:
· While the freedom to express yourself is a fundamental human right, any communication that utilizes cruel and derogatory language on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, age, disability, genetic information, veteran status, or any other characteristic protected under applicable federal or state law will not be tolerated.
· Treat your instructor and classmates with respect in any communication online or face-to-face, even when their opinion differs from your own.
· Ask for and use the correct name and pronouns for your instructor and classmates.
· Speak from personal experiences. Use “I” statements to share thoughts and feelings. Try not to speak on behalf of groups or other individual’s experiences.
· Use your critical thinking skills to challenge other people’s ideas, instead of attacking individuals.
· Avoid using all caps while communicating digitally. This may be interpreted as “YELLING!”
· Be cautious when using humor or sarcasm in emails or discussion posts as tone can be difficult to interpret digitally.
· Avoid using “text-talk” unless explicitly permitted by your instructor.
· Proofread and fact-check your sources.
· Keep in mind that online posts can be permanent, so think first before you type.
See these Engagement GuidelinesLinks to an external site. (https://clear.unt.edu/online-communication-tips) for more information.
 
RESOURCES AND OTHER GUIDELINES:
DEFIBRILLATORS IN THE COLLEGE OF MUSIC
· Music Building: Across from the west side of the Music Commons, directly across from the elevator
· Music Building: Third floor hallway, across from the staircase that comes up from the Copy Room.  Next to Room 322
· Music Building: Across from the Copy Room next to Room 293
· Music Building: Voertman Lobby by the big double set of doors that lead out to the courtyard
· Music Building: Main Office (247) under the student worker’s desk
· Music Annex: Next to room MA117, near the triple set of doors on the east side of the building
· Music Practice Building North: First floor on the Avenue C side
· Music Practice Building South: First floor on the Avenue C side
· Bain Hall: First floor by the restrooms
· Murchison Performing Arts Center: Located off the main lobby, beyond the grand staircase, across from the single occupancy restroom (next to the public water fountains)
 
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY
Students caught cheating or plagiarizing will receive a "0" for that particular assignment or exam [or specify alternative sanction, such as course failure]. Additionally, the incident will be reported to the Dean of Students (Office of Academic Integrity), who may impose further penalty. According to the UNT catalog, the term “cheating" includes, but is not limited to: a. use of any unauthorized assistance in taking quizzes, tests, or examinations; b. dependence upon the aid of sources beyond those authorized by the instructor in writing papers, preparing reports, solving problems, or carrying out other assignments; c. the acquisition, without permission, of tests or other academic material belonging to a faculty or staff member of the university; d. dual submission of a paper or project, or resubmission of a paper or project to a different class without express permission from the instructor(s); or e. any other act designed to give a student an unfair advantage. The term “plagiarism” includes, but is not limited to: a. the knowing or negligent use by paraphrase or direct quotation of the published or unpublished work of another person without full and clear acknowledgment; and b. the knowing or negligent unacknowledged use of materials prepared by another person or agency engaged in the selling of term papers or other academic materials. 
See:  Academic IntegrityLinks to an external site.
LINK:  https://policy.unt.edu/policy/06-003Links to an external site.
 
STUDENT BEHAVIOR 
Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students' opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any instructional forum at UNT. Students engaging in unacceptable behavior will be directed to leave the classroom and the instructor may refer the student to the Dean of Students to consider whether the student's conduct violated the Code of Student Conduct. The university's expectations for student conduct apply to all instructional forums, including university and electronic classrooms, labs, discussion groups, field trips, etc.
See: Student Code of ConductLinks to an external site.
Link: https://deanofstudents.unt.edu/conductLinks to an external site.
 
ACCESS TO INFORMATION – EAGLE CONNECT 
Your access point for business and academic services at UNT occurs at my.unt.eduLinks to an external site.. All official communication from the university will be delivered to your Eagle Connect account.  For more information, please visit the website that explains Eagle Connect. 
See:  Eagle ConnectLinks to an external site.
LINK:   eagleconnect.unt.edu/Links to an external site. 
 
ODA STATEMENT 
The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. Students seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Access (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with an accommodation letter. You can now request your Letters of Accommodation ONLINE and ODA will mail your Letters of Accommodation to your instructors. You may wish to begin a private discussion with your professors regarding your specific needs in a course. Note that students must obtain a new letter of accommodation for every semester.  For additional information see the Office of Disability Access.
See:  ODALinks to an external site.
LINK:  disability.unt.eduLinks to an external site.. (Phone: (940) 565-4323)
 
Health and Safety Information
Students can access information about health and safety at:  https://music.unt.edu/student-health-and-wellnessLinks to an external site.
 
Registration Information for Students
See:  Spring Academic Calendar InformationLinks to an external site.
Link:  https://registrar.unt.edu/registration/spring-academic-calendar.htmlLinks to an external site.
 
Semester Calendar, Spring 2026
See:  Spring Semester CalendarLinks to an external site.
Link:  https://registrar.unt.edu/sites/default/files/spring-2026-academic-calendar.pdfLinks to an external site.
 
 
Financial Aid and Satisfactory Academic Progress
 
Undergraduates
A student must maintain Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) to continue to receive financial aid.  Students must maintain a minimum 2.0 cumulative GPA in addition to successfully completing a required number of credit hours based on total hours registered.   Students cannot exceed attempted credit hours above 150% of their required degree plan.  If a student does not maintain the required standards, the student may lose their financial aid eligibility.
 
Students holding music scholarships must maintain a minimum 2.5 overall cumulative GPA and 3.0 cumulative GPA in music courses.
 
If at any point you consider dropping this or any other course, please be advised that the decision to do so may have the potential to affect your current and future financial aid eligibility. It is recommended that you to schedule a meeting with an academic advisor in your college or visit the Student Financial Aid and Scholarships office to discuss dropping a course before doing so.
See:  Financial AidLinks to an external site.
LINK:   http://financialaid.unt.edu/sapLinks to an external site.
 
Graduates
A student must maintain Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) to continue to receive financial aid. Students must maintain a minimum 3.0 cumulative GPA in addition to successfully completing a required number of credit hours based on total registered hours per term. Music scholarships require a 3.5 cumulative GPA.  Students cannot exceed maximum timeframes established based on the published length of the graduate program.  If a student does not maintain the required standards, the student may lose their financial aid eligibility.  
 
If at any point you consider dropping this or any other course, please be advised that the decision to do so may have the potential to affect your current and future financial aid eligibility. It is recommended you schedule a meeting with an academic advisor in your college, an advisor in UNT-International or visit the Student Financial Aid and Scholarships office to discuss dropping a course.
See:  Financial AidLinks to an external site.
LINK:   http://financialaid.unt.edu/sapLinks to an external site.
 
RETENTION OF STUDENT RECORDS 
Student records pertaining to this course are maintained in a secure location by the instructor of record. All records such as exams, answer sheets (with keys), and written papers submitted during the duration of the course are kept for at least one calendar year after course completion. Course work completed via the Canvas online system, including grading information and comments, is also stored in a safe electronic environment for one year. You have a right to view your individual record; however, information about your records will not be divulged to other individuals without the proper written consent. You are encouraged to review the Public Information Policy and the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) laws and the university’s policy in accordance with those mandates.
See:  FERPALinks to an external site.
Link: http://ferpa.unt.edu/Links to an external site.
 
COUNSELING AND TESTING
UNT’s Center for Counseling and Testing has an available counselor for students in need.  Please visit the Center’s website for further information:
See: Counseling and TestingLinks to an external site.
Link:  http://studentaffairs.unt.edu/counseling-and-testing-servicesLinks to an external site.. 
 
For more information on mental health resources, please visit: 
See:  Mental Health ResourcesLinks to an external site.
Link:  https://disparities.unt.edu/mental-health-resourcesLinks to an external site.
 
ADD/DROP POLICY
Please be reminded that dropping classes or failing to complete and pass registered hours may make you ineligible for financial aid.  In addition, if you drop below half-time enrollment you may be required to begin paying back your student loans.  See Academic Calendar (listed above) for additional add/drop Information. 
 
Drop Information:  https://registrar.unt.edu/registration/spring-academic-calendar.htmlLinks to an external site.
 
STUDENT RESOURCES
The University of North Texas has many resources available to students.  For a complete list, go to:
See:  Student ResourcesLinks to an external site.
Link:   https://success.unt.edu/aa-sa-resourcesLinks to an external site.
 
CARE TEAM
The Care Team is a collaborative interdisciplinary committee of university officials that meets regularly to provide a response to student, staff, and faculty whose behavior could be harmful to themselves or others.
See:  Care TeamLinks to an external site.
Link:  https://studentaffairs.unt.edu/care-teamLinks to an external site.
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