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Genetics BIOL 3451.001, Summer 2026, 5wk1. Time & Place: M-R SAGE 230, 10:00AM-11:50PM.
Lecture delivery will be face-to-face and attendance in lecture is expected. Course material will be available through Canvas (https://unt.instructure.com/)
Instructor: Arland Alberts, Denton Campus LSC A349D; Tel 940-369-8683; E-mail: aalberts@unt.edu. Please use this contact info and not the contact info through Canvas!!! All my canvas emails go to my junk mail.

Office hours: LSCA349D, M-R, 12:00-12:45 PM (subject to change) or by appointment. Students do not need an appointment for scheduled office hours. 
Prerequisites: Intro Bio I and II with a grade of C or better. At least 1 lecture /lab at the 2000 level and Organic Chem I completed.
Required Textbook: Genetics: A Conceptual Approach by Benjamin A. Pierce, 7th edition.    This book is available for purchase through Achieve. Click the link available through your course canvas account.
Rules of in-class etiquette:
· Try to be on time (early) to class. 
· Please be respectful.
· If you need to leave early, please sit near the door or at the end of a row so you don’t disturb your classmates when you leave.

Attendance: While attendance is highly recommended, there will not be credit for attendance. All exams will be given in the classroom at our regular class time.
Study Tips:  Genetics is a problem-based course. As with most college courses, it is expected that for every hour we spend in lecture, students will spend 2-3 hours outside of class preparing, studying, and completing assignments. This course is 3 credit units, expect to dedicate 6-9 hours/week outside of class time to this course.
Grades: There will be four mandatory non-comprehensive examinations during the semester (see schedule below). Each exam will be scaled to 100 points, for a total of 400 points. Exams will be based on material covered in lectures and the required textbook; some material covered in lectures may not be in the textbook. 
Exams: All Exams will be held at SAGE hall testing center during the scheduled class time.
· You will need your valid student ID or a driver’s license! If you don’t have an ID, your will not be allowed to take an exam with us and you will not be allowed to reschedule the missed exam.
· Each student will wait quietly outside the room.
· On entering the testing center, you will need to show your ID to record your attendance. 
· All phones need to be put away as soon as the exam begins. If you are seen using your phone during the exam, you will receive an automatic zero for your exam.
· The access code will be released at the start of the exam. If you are not in class and take the exam elsewhere (unless ODA), then you will not get credit for the exam and will earn a grade of “0”. 
· Cheating will not be tolerated. If you are seen accessing your class notes or using aides that gives you an advantage when taking your exam, you will receive a “0”. You will also be reported to the Office of Academic Integrity.
· If there are any calculations, you can use the calculator on the exam icon.
· Please make sure to use the bathroom before the exam starts. Once the exam begins, you will not be allowed to leave to go to the bathroom.
· One sheet of scratch paper will be provided to you when you enter the doors to the classroom. This sheet will need to be turned back to the instructor after the exam.
Cheating Policy: All exams are to be taken independently. No student will be admitted thirty minutes after the start of an exam and no student may leave during the first thirty minutes for any reason.
Make-Up Exams: There are no make-up exams. Only three out of the four exams will be counted towards your final exam grade. Your lowest exam grade will be dropped. If more than one exam is missed, I would strongly encourage that you drop the class.
Assignments (Adaptive quiz): There will be 15 graded online assignments through Achieve—in order to earn the 10points for each chapter, you must complete the entire chapter assignment! Only 10 of the 15 assignments will be counted towards your final grade. Please notify me of any possible errors of graded assignments/exams on Canvas within the week of the posted grade.
*Tip read the chapter before attempting the assignment.

1-day late assignments are allowed but there will be a 10% penalty. There are no late allowances for the extra credit offered for the concept maps for each chapter.

	Assignments
	Due dates

	Ch 1,2,3, and concepts maps for each chapter
	5/21/26, 11:59PM*

	Ch 4,5,6,7, and concepts maps for each chapter
	6/02/26, 11:59PM*

	Ch 8,10,11,12, and concepts maps for each chapter
	6/10/26, 11:59PM*

	Ch 18,19,25,26, and concepts maps for each chapter
	6/17/26, 11:59PM**


* Due the day of the exam
** Due the day before the exam
Final grades: will be calculated out of 400 total possible points according to the breakdown below:
	Exams 1-4. 
	300 pts your best 3 out of 4

	Assignments (10 at 10pts each)
	100 pts

	Total Possible Points
	400 pts



A = 361 points and above
B = 321 – 360 points
C = 281 – 320 points
D = 241 – 280 points
F = 240 points and less
Extra Credit: There are 15 points extra credit attached to this course—Each chapter has a concept map tied to it and each are worth 1 point. These extra credit points have unlimited attempts but have a due date that cannot be extended (see rubric under assignments). If all 15 concept maps are completed each with a full score of 1 point, then 2 points extra credit will be awarded to the final grade.
Incomplete grades: As per UNT policy, an incomplete (I) grade is given only if a student is: (1) passing the course—a “C” or above; (2) has a justifiable reason why the class cannot be completed on schedule; and (3) arranges with the instructor to finish the course at a later date. All work must be completed within the time specified by the instructor (not to exceed one year after taking the course). In order to take an incomplete, you must have taken 3 exams and received a “C” or higher in each exam. You must have completed 8 homework assignments and received a grade of “C” in each assignment.
Cheating Policy: All exams are to be taken independently. No student will be admitted twenty minutes after the start of an exam and no student may leave during the first thirty minutes. All notes, books, phones, etc., must be stowed during the exam. Cheating in any form will not be tolerated. Students caught cheating will receive a zero for that grade opportunity and/or an “F” for the course, at the discretion of the instructor and depending on the severity of the infraction; a note will also be placed in their permanent file. If caught cheating more than once, student they will be permanently removed from the course.
COVID-19 specific guidelines: Everyone in the UNT community has a shared responsibility to sustain a healthy environment. Having shifted into a more controlled phase of the virus, the university has, in general, returned to pre-pandemic operations. If you are experiencing any symptoms of COVID-19, please seek medical attention from the Student Health and Wellness Center (940-565-2333 or askSHWC@unt.edu) or your health care provider before coming to campus. Current guidelines and Coronavirus updates can be found at UNT Health Alerts (https://healthalerts.unt.edu/). UNT encourages everyone to get vaccinated; face coverings can be worn at your discretion. 
As with any other health-related absence, COVID-19-related absences can constitute extenuating circumstances and accommodations will be made on a case-by-case basis. Appropriate official documentation will be required for missed assignments and exams.
Additional course policies and notes:
· Assignments must be submitted by the due date and time. 
· If you think a assignment or exam has been mis-graded, submit a note of explanation to the instructor within one week of receiving the grade. After one week, the instructor will use his/her discretion in reviewing the grade.
· In case of university closure, check the UNT website for schedule adjustments.
Important dates: A list of important dates and deadline information can be found on the UNT Registrar’s webpage: Summer Academic Calendar & Key Dates | University of North Texas

Students may drop up to 6 courses during their undergraduate career: http://essc.unt.edu/registrar/schedule/droplimit.html.
UNT Policies
Academic Integrity Policy
Academic Integrity Standards and Consequences. According to UNT Policy 06.003, Student Academic Integrity, academic dishonesty occurs when students engage in behaviors including, but not limited to cheating, fabrication, facilitating academic dishonesty, forgery, plagiarism, and sabotage. A finding of academic dishonesty may result in a range of academic penalties or sanctions ranging from admonition to expulsion from the University. https://policy.unt.edu/sites/default/files/06.003.AcadIntegrity.Final_.pdf
Academic Integrity:  In this class, academic misconduct will automatically result in a failing grade.
The Department of Biological Sciences adheres to and enforces UNT’s policy on academic integrity (cheating, plagiarism, forgery, fabrication, facilitating academic dishonesty and sabotage).  Academic misconduct also includes the unacknowledged use of materials prepared by another person or agency in the distribution of academic materials.  According to University policy, if you become aware of any misconduct related to academic integrity, you should inform me or another proper authority such as the department chair or associate dean.  Failure to do so is considered academic misconduct.  Students in this class should review the policy (UNT Policy Manual Section 18.1.16), online at http://policy.unt.edu/sites/default/files/untpolicy/pdf/7-Student_Affairs-Academic_Integrity.pdf.   Violations of academic integrity in this course will addressed in compliance with the penalties and procedures laid out in this policy.

UNT Copyright Compliance Policy (16.13.3)
Copyright Infringement: Anyone who makes unauthorized use of copyrighted material in a manner that violates the copyright owner’s exclusive rights (except for narrowly defined exemptions) is committing copyright infringement and may be subject to civil and criminal penalties as well as disciplinary action by UNT.  All materials generated for this course, which include but are not limited to syllabi, lectures and notes, quizzes, exams, in-class materials, review sheets, etc… are protected by copyright law. You do not have the right to copy and distribute the any course materials. You are authorized to take notes in class thereby creating a derivative work from my lecture, the authorization extends only to making one set of notes for your personal use and no other.  You are not authorized to record lectures, to provide your notes to anyone else or to make any commercial use of them. 
Anti-Piracy Warning: The unauthorized reproduction or distribution of copyrighted work is illegal. Criminal copyright infringement, including infringement without monetary gain, is investigated by the FBI and is punishable by up to five years in federal prison and a fine of $250,000
•Unauthorized duplication, distribution or use of classroom training materials such as textbooks, PowerPoint presentations and any other learning materials provided.
•Unauthorized duplication, distribution or use of online training content, including computer software, online courses, skills assessments, sound or video recordings, training data and reports.
•Unauthorized duplication, distribution or use of web site content, including -authored articles and case histories, sound or video recordings, photos and graphics, etc.

ODA Policy
UNT makes reasonable academic accommodations for students with disabilities. Students seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide a student with an accommodation letter to be delivered to the faculty to begin a private discussion regarding one’s specific course needs. Students may request accommodations at any time, however, ODA notices of accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member before implementation in each class. For additional information see the ODA website (https://disability.unt.edu/).
Emergency Notification & Procedures
UNT uses a system called Eagle Alert to quickly notify students with critical information in the event of an emergency (i.e., severe weather, campus closing, and health and public safety emergencies like chemical spills, fires, or violence). In the event of a university closure, please refer to Blackboard for contingency plans for covering course materials.
How to succeed in Genetics:
1) Do the assigned chapter reading before coming to lecture.  You don’t have to master every concept, but having some familiarity with the material will make the lecture easier for you to comprehend.
2) Attend Lectures!   Have the lecture notes available to you so you can write on them during lecture.   
3) After lecture, read the book again with your lecture notes in front of you.  You should now be able to understand all the details of the reading assignment.  Make a list of anything you don’t understand in the lecture notes and the reading. I may not be able to cover all the topics in the textbook, but you are still responsible for the content in each chapter.
4) Complete all assignments posted on canvas whether they are for credit and practice.
5) GET HELP well in advance of an exam. Come to my office hours with questions. Discuss your questions with others in the class. Meet with a tutor!!
6) Tutoring: There is help for this and other Biology classes in the Learning Center in SAGE 170.  The tutor can assist with assignments from lecture or lab, and offer suggestions on how to effectively study the material for the course. It is helpful to bring relevant course materials with you to tutoring.



BIOL 3451.001 Genetics; Summer 2026, 5wk1
Lecturer: Dr. Arland Alberts
This is a tentative schedule of topics. This schedule may change without notice. Changes will be presented in class and posted on CANVAS. 
	Date
	Lecture
	Chapter & Topic

	M
	5/18
	Syllabus, Ch 1, Introduction to Genetics

	T
	5/19
	Ch 2: Mitosis, Cell cycle, Meiosis, Gametogenesis

	W
	5/20
	Ch 3: Mendelian Genetics, Monohybrid Crosses, Dihybrid Crosses

	R
	5/21
	Exam 1

	M
	5/25
	Class will not meet

	T
	5/26
	Ch 4: Sex Determination and Sex-linked Characteristics

	W
	5/27
	Ch 5: Extensions and Modifications of Mendelian Inheritance

	R
	5/28
	Ch 7: Linkage

	M
	6/1
	Ch 6: Pedigree Analysis and Applications/Guest Speaker, Lori Wolfe (Director of the Texas Teratogen Information Services at UNT)

	T
	6/2
	Exam 2

	W
	6/3
	Ch 8: Chromosome Variations

	R
	6/4
	Ch 10: DNA The Chemical Nature of the Gene

	M
	6/8
	Ch 11: Chromosome structure 

	T
	6/9
	Ch 12: DNA Replication 

	W
	6/10
	Exam 3

	R
	6/11
	Ch 18: Gene Mutations and DNA Repair

	M
	6/15
	Ch 19: Molecular Genetic Analysis and Biotechnology

	T
	6/16
	Ch 25: Population Genetics 

	W
	6/17
	Ch 26: Evolutionary Genetics

	R
	6/18
	Exam 4



