University of North Texas
Philosophy of Art
PHIL 1900. 001
Instructor: Atoosa Afshari		 	
Email: atoosa.afshari@unt.edu 
💡📣: Never ignore the class's Announcements on Canvas. When you receive an email
notifying you of an Announcement to read, please make sure to read it.	
Course Description
In this class, we want to ask: what do we call art? When we call something art, what do we mean? We want to look at different philosophical perspectives and definitions of art, and see how each of them defines art. And in the end, we might find that we can understand art, but we can’t really define it, and that’s exactly the point. This class will help us appreciate works of art more because when we have a deeper understanding and more exposure to art, our appreciation grows.
Course Format
We will have a few quizzes, a written exam, some group projects for the midterm, and finally, a final project. Besides these, we’ll also need to work together in group activities during class. That means we might discuss a variety of works of art and apply what we’ve learned to them. So, not only is your physical presence important—because attendance counts toward your grade— but being fully mentally present is also extremely important. Otherwise, the class simply won’t move forward without your cooperation.
Course Outcomes

By the end of the course, students should be able to demonstrate the ability to:
accurately and fairly represent the thoughts and ideas of another
think critically about a text or set of ideas
clearly and compellingly communicate their own conclusions in conversation with others
V. Grading Policies and Procedures 
	A
	90-100 %

	B
	80-89 %

	C
	70-79 %

	D
	60-69%

	F
	0-59%


LATE ASSIGNMENTS:
		All work is expected to be submitted by the designated due date. Late assignments will be docked 5% for each day late (2 days late: 10% deduction, 3 days late: 15% deduction, etc.). 

Quizzes and Exams (30%): Throughout the course, you will participate in
quizzes that are vital for your regular assessment. These quizzes are designed not just
to test your knowledge but also to evaluate how well you can develop your answers,
consider multiple perspectives, and apply critical thinking. You will be assessed on your
ability to write and describe your answers in a well-organized and thoughtful manner.
This component will account for 35% of your final grade.
 Group presentation projects (Midterm) (25%): A midterm exam will be administered to evaluate
your comprehension and application of the concepts learned during the first half of
the course. This exam will account for 25% of your final grade.
Final project (20%): You can choose the format for your final project, whether it is a
paper, an artwork, or any other creative thing that aligns with what we have covered
in class. This flexibility allows you to express your strengths and demonstrate your
understanding in a way that resonates with your personality and major. This exam will
account for 25% of your final grade.
Attendance & Participation (25%): I will be checking attendance at every class. You get
a free pass for up to four classes, but after that, you will lose 5% of your attendance
grade for every further unexcused absence. If you're missing class for a university
event, a family loss, a religious holiday, or if you're feeling under the weather (with a
doctor's note), don't worry – that's considered an excused absence. Please just make
sure to provide the necessary documentation. (Good news: At the end of the
semester, up to 4 unexcused absences will be waived. This means they will not
negatively impact your attendance record.)
More than physically being present, class participation entails:
1. Coming to class having read the assigned readings and any other assignments completed.
2. Critical reflection on the text.
3. Bringing the assigned reading and notes to class every day.
4. Taking notes in class on lectures and class discussion.
5. Contributing to class discussion with your observations and opinions on the topic being discussed.)
Total: 100%

Accommodations for students with disabilities (ADA statement)
	The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodations for students with disabilities. Students seeking reasonable accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Access (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with a reasonable accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding your specific needs in a course. You may request reasonable accommodations at any time, however, ODA notices of reasonable accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of reasonable accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. Students are strongly encouraged to deliver letters of reasonable accommodation during faculty office hours or by appointment. Faculty members have the authority to ask students to discuss such letters during their designated office hours to protect the privacy of the student. For additional information, refer to the Office of Disability Access website at https://studentaffairs.unt.edu/office-disability-access. You may also contact ODA by phone at (940) 565-4323.


Course Schedule 
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Monday Aug 17: Syllabus 
Wed Aug 19: Introduction: The Philosophy of Art (Stephen Davis)
Fri Aug 21: Atoosa’s Video: The Invention of Art (Larry Shiner pp: 1-16)

[image: A white square with green and blue leaves on it

Description automatically generated]
Mon Aug 24: On Mimesis: (Plato, Republic Book X)
Wed Sep 26: Where Does Art Come From?: (Stephen Davis pp: 12-25)
Fri Sep 28: Quiz 1
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Mon Aug 31: Mimesis; the defense of poetry against Plato (Aristotle, Poetics)
Wed Sep 2: Defining Art: (Stephen Davis pp: 29-37)
Fri Sep 4: Atoosa’s Video: Art and Craft (R. G. Collingwood)
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Mon Sep 7: No Class (Labor Day)
Wed Sep 9: Context is Everything: (Stephen Davis pp: 41-61)
Fri Sep 11: Quiz 2
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Mon Sep 14: What Art is (Arthur Danto: pp. ix–xii, 23–34)
Wed Sep 16: The Invisible Difference Between Art and Reality Arthur Danto: pp. 35-41)
Fri Sep 18: Atoosa’s Video: Embodied Meaning (Arthur Danto)
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Mon Sep 21: Aesthetics and the Philosophy of Art (Darren Hudson Hick: pp. 2-19)
Wed Sep 23: End of Art (Arthur Danto)
Fri Oct 25: Quiz 3
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Mon Sep 28: Everyday Aesthetics (Yuriko Saito)
Wed Sep 30:  Art as Experience (John Dewey, in a nutshell)
Fri Oct 2: Atoosa’s Video: Doing and Undergoing (John Dewey)
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Mon Oct 5: Manifesto for Surrealism (Andre Breton) and Danto’s Wakeful Dream
Wed Oct 7: Putting the Theories to Work (Four Test Cases)
Fri Oct 9: Quiz 4
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Description automatically generated]Mon Oct 12: Street Art (NICHOLAS ALDEN RIGGLE)
Wed Oct 14: Who Decides What Counts as Art? The Brancusi Case
Fri Oct 16: Midterm Project Group Matching
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Mon Oct 19: Movie: The Square (TBD)
Wed Oct 21: Movie: The Square
Fri Oct 23: Movie: The Square


The start of midterm projects and presentations. (TBD)
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