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Now all this took place to fulfill what was spoken by the Lord
through the prophet:
“Behold, the virgin shall be with child and shall bear a Son,
and they shall call His name Immanuel,” which translated
means, “God with us.”
Matthew 1:22-23

North Central Missions wishes you, your family and your church
a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

Church Spotlight is a new, quick look at one of our churches in the North Central family. We have three
Associations working together, and this section is designed to introduce our fellow partners in ministry for the
purpose of encouragement and Kingdom association.

The newest member of our North Central family as our spotlight for this month is Crossway Church, currently
meeting at Great Love Church, (one of our Korean churches), located at 3405 Duluth Park Lane, in Duluth.
Crossway is a very unique gathering of believers, focusing on second-generation internationals that live in the
southeast section of Roswell, Alpharetta, and in western Duluth. This church is perfect for those young people
who’s parents were first-generation transplants to this part of the state, that possess English language skills,
and that do not fit in either a traditional Anglo church or their own national church, but are somewhere in
between. This church is perfect for the thousands of second-generational adults and students that work, live,
and school in this area.
“Reaching this unreached segment of our community is a ministry that has not
been tried but that has great potential,” says Pastor Jin Lee, the church
planter, and a second-generation citizen of our nation himself. Lee is the
perfect choice for such a venture and has both the heart for the ministry and
the head to lead, plan, and execute a viable strategy to make it happen. Lee
exudes abundant energy and ideas flow from him like spring water from a
mountain stream. He is constantly dreaming, studying, researching, and
comparing progressive application of current ideas to engage students and
young adults to examine their need for the Gospel and provides opportunities
for them to invest themselves in ministry. This man will exhaust you!
Pastor Jin is fluent in both English and Korean. He is the President and
Founder of Catalyst Coalition, a literacy development organization that works
with public and private schools assisting foreign students to master English as
well as other necessary educational skills. His format uses strong believers
and churches to connect with international students and families providing them a needed resource while
introducing them to the Savior of the world. Brother Jin is a class act networker! He works hard to develop
relationships throughout the region in both ministries and with education leaders to find workable connections
that benefit the Kingdom and the schools.
Pastor Lee has just adopted two new resources/ministries that he wants to introduce to our North Central
family. First he has “change4u,” a method that rounds each of your credit card purchases up to the next dollar,
sending that “change” to a specific ministry in your church. This unique financing tool has the ability to add
$20 per month per individual that selects this option. Then every time they use their card to purchase
groceries, gas, whatever, the change that would never be missed is automatically sent to your church’s
mission ministry, or youth camp, or whatever ministry you choose.
The second is the need for English speakers to minister to children in Korea that want to learn English. This
is very simple and has the possibility for great evangelistic outcomes. You simply read for 15 minutes, twice
a week to a student in Korea. That’s it! The problem is that the time difference (14 hours) requires that you
read between 6:00 – 7:00 AM. It’s super simple and you build relationships with students and whole families
in Korea. He is needing English readers right now to meet the demand of students longing to learn our
language.
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Paul clarifies that there are two
different perspectives from the lost
“For the message of the cross is foolish- world in Corinth in the early days of
ness to those who are perishing, but to
the baby church (may I add here
us who are being saved it is the power
that we are more like “Corinth” than
of God. For it is written, “I will destroy
we are like the original USA of
the wisdom of the wise and bring to
yesteryear). Corinth was a vile,
nothing the understanding of the prudent.” Where is the wise? Where is the perverted, decadent hub, filled with
the latest gadgets for comforts and
scribe? Where is the disputer of this
age? Has not God made foolish the
ease, a thriving multicultural metropwisdom of this world? For since in the
olis that housed every viewpoint you
wisdom of God, the world through
could imagine. In the midst of this
wisdom did not know God, it pleased
city was a young, inexperienced,
God through the foolishness of the
struggling church, a most unusual
message preached to save those who
location to plant a fragile part of the
believe. For Jews request a sign and
body of Christ, thus making these
Greeks seek after wisdom; but we
long ago instructions from Paul take
preach Christ crucified, to the Jews a
stumbling block and to the Greeks fool- on a whole new meaning for us in
the year 2021! There were believers
ishness, but to those who are called
both Jews and Greeks, Christ the
that came from the Jewish faith and
power of God and the wisdom of God.
some that came from the Gentile
Because the foolishness of God is wiser (Greek) system of beliefs, two collidthan men, and the weakness of God is ing cultures that ONLY the Gospel
stronger than men.”
could provide a single solution.
1 Corinthians 1: 18-25
These believers, though very fresh
In this electronic age that we live in, and naïve in their faith, were open
the number one method for fixing a to Paul’s visits and his letters. The
believers, whether from the Jewish
messed up video player, internet
camp or the Greek camp, called the
router, television, computer, cell
crucified Christ, “the power of God
phone, whatever, is to reboot! Just
and the wisdom of God (v.24).”
shut if off and start over, hit the
They at least had this in common!
power button, pull the plug, begin
But that is because of the transformfresh. If we’ve learned anything
about the year 2020, it’s that we are ing power of Christ. What about the
going to have to “reboot” our meth- two cultures without Christ?
ods and structures of ministry if we
Though the majority of the city of
are going to even have a chance to
Corinth was filled with unbelievers,
make any impact in the current
these lost souls fell in mostly two
cultural climate. The worse thing
audiences. The key to understandany of us can do is to go back to
ing these two cultures are in Paul’s
what we used to do and expect it to
comments regarding their opinion of
work. Most of our churches have
the crucified Christ. For the Jew, he
had their fill of “cyber-services” and
called it a “stumbling block.” For the
“Zoom meetings.” I’m not talking
Greek, he called it “foolishness(v.
about these methods. I’m talking
23).” But in verse 21 he shows the
about returning to our pre-lockdown
motivations of these two groups –
styles of performance and just
the Jews “request a sign,” and the
expecting our former numbers to
Greeks “seek wisdom.” From these
return and even improve. We can’t
two insights on the thinking and
reach “Greeks” with “Jewish”
perspectives of these two different
formats! Let me explain.
groups, we can formulate a plan of
action to reach both. Let me explain.

Reboot
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First, the Jewish culture. The Jews
KNEW the law, similar to the culture
of the pre-1980’s America. Most
everyone believed it was wrong to
steal, kill, lie, and cheat and the
majority of the culture embraced
these basic tenets of the JudeoChristian faith. It was almost second nature. The “Jew” knew that
God created the world, that man
was sinful, and that he was answerable before Almighty God, that his
sin was an affront to the very nature
of God. These were not the problem. The problem came in the form
of what to do about this ‘sin’ situation. For the “Jew” he had already
pictured an answer, a coming
Messiah that would trounce the
political overseers, ushering in the
‘chosen’ to a victorious dominance.
He also already had a system to
take care of his sin after the fact –
sacrifices, feasts, and festivals.
Second, there is the Greek culture
(I’m referring to the Greeks of the 1st
Century). Conversely, these people
had NO religious underpinnings.
They were the “live, and let live”
types, allowing the culture itself to
dictate what was right and wrong.
There was no stigma on stealing,
killing, lying, or cheating as long as
you did not get caught; it was not
only worth the try, you got bonus
points if you got away with it. There
was no moral compass pointing true
North. Sexual immorality was not
the normal variety, but on a whole
new scale of perversion. This was
actually a danger to newcomers
entering Corinth’s shores and is
acknowledged by a common phrase
famous during this time saying,
“Don’t let them corinthianize you,”
meaning to guard against the
extreme lasciviousness common in
Corinth. Hmmm, this sounds like our
media!
(Continued on Page 4)

Reboot
(Continued for Page 3)

tutionary sacrifice and embrace the
Savior.

Now let’s put these two into perspective. The “Jewish” culture could
not grasp the concept that Jesus
had died to take away the penalty of
their sin. This message was a
stumbling block as they could
not imagine the death of Jesus, a
mere “man,” satisfying the heavy
demands of the law. They also had
trouble merging the “Victorious
Warrior” with the “Suffering Servant.” It was just too much to marry.
But the main problem was that they
already had in their mind the image
of their coming Messiah, and now
they were just looking for “the sign.”
Jesus told them in Luke 11:29, “This
is an evil generation. It seeks a sign,
and no sign will be given to it except
the sign of Jonah the prophet.” We
all still attempt to make God in our
own image.

Try using that method on the
“Greek” culture. Tell them that Jesus
died for their sins, to save them, and
they will tell you, “I didn’t ask Him
to.” or “I don’t NEED Him to,”
making us gasp at the thought. You
see, Paul was exactly right! For the
Greeks, “Christ crucified” does
appear “foolish” since they don’t
believe they are sinners answerable
to a Holy God. For the “Jew,” you
have to go to the book of Romans,
but for the “Greek,” you have to go
all the way back to Genesis! Greeks
do NOT believe they are a result of
specific creation (they believe in
evolution), they do not believe that
we have a sin nature (everyone has
a good heart, just bad upbringing or
judgmental religious constructs),
they don’t believe there is a personal God you can know, with Whom
The past methods of discipleship
you can have a relationship (no
and evangelism by the Western
Church have been centered around visible evidence of any god). Using
“Jewish” techniques to reach
the “Jewish” culture – in other
words, we began by reminding them “Greeks” is, well, for lack of a better
term, “foolishness.”
that their sin has separated them
from God. We would then share the
This is why I believe we cannot go
Gospel, that Jesus had bridged that
back to “business as usual” in the
gap, paid the price, and offers salvayear 2021. We must recognize that
tion freely. This method was effecour culture has shifted; there is a
tive, at least marginally, because the
new Pharaoh in town, and we can’t
culture then understood the basics
just pretend he admires, welcomes,
of who God was and they accepted
or even accepts us. We are a threat
the truth of their own sinful condito the continuation of the “Greek”
tion. We had decisions because we
culture. The situation in the New
were able to help them over the
Testament early church has been
“stumbling block” of Christ’s substirecreated in our own nation and we
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are smack dab in the middle of it.
The good news is, and yes, there is
good news, we have the best
example and strategy ever at our
fingertips. The Book of Acts, the
Epistles of Paul, these letters
provide all the necessary information to construct an effective,
working game plan. We really don’t
need all the conferences, the seminars, the popular denominational
strategy meetings when we already
have the best Users Manuel for the
Church in American for 2021! This
year I plan to outline a series of
ideas taken directly from Paul’s
strategies and make application to
them in our current environment.
Don’t forget the two things we have
going for us – “the power of God,
and the wisdom of God (v. 24).” If
you are going to practice your form
of Christianity laced with the fears of
this culture, you’ll never reach it.
That is an affront to the “power of
God.” If you are going to practice
your form of Christianity following
the guidelines of the media, you
have already lost. That is an affront
to the “wisdom of God.” Why not
start out the year embracing what
the believing Corinthians, both Jews
and Greeks, embraced: the power
of God and the wisdom of God. Now
we have a tried and true, workable
plan. It’s time for the church in
America to reboot!

Alan J. Morris

April 24, 2021
Central Baptist Church, Warner Robins
April 23 – Optional Dinner & Missions Celebration
Be part of a movement of women who want to grow and encourage
others to be radically involved in the mission of God.
Georgia Baptist Women provides an opportunity for women of all ages
to experience spiritual inspiration, missions challenge, and personal
growth. We desire to keep the passion and priority of missions alive,
and as we do, expand to involve all women in Georgia who desire a
deeper relationship with Jesus Christ.
Through conferences and worship sessions, Spring Event lets you
experience in-depth Bible study, develop your prayer life, and embrace
authentic relationships and strong community. Leave refreshed and
renewed in your walk with Christ.
For additional information or to register, please visit
https://georgiabaptistwomen.org/springevent/

The Gathering: Pastors’ Wives Retreat

For additional information or to register, please visit
https://gabaptist.org/events/pastors-wives-retreat/
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New Apologetics Discipleship Kits
available from North Central Missions
Patterns of Evidence - The Red Sea Miracle and The
Red Sea Miracle II by Tim Mahoney investigate one
of the greatest miracles of the Bible.
Moses led the Israelites out of Egypt, they crossed
the desert, and were then trapped at the sea by
Pharaoh and his chariots. God miraculously saved
the Israelites and destroyed the Egyptian army.
Did this event really take place?
The Red Sea Miracle - 114 minute DVD
The Red Sea Miracle II - 142 minute DVD
For additional information on these studies,
please visit https://patternsofevidence.com/redsea/

Patterns of Evidence - Exodus by Tim Mahoney
A debate rages over the credibility of the Bible.
Most archaeologists today have concluded that there’s
no evidence that the Exodus of Israelite slaves from
Egypt ever happened. This study unlocks the mystery
of this ancient saga, combining a scientific
investigation with a retelling of the Exodus story to
reveal an amazing pattern of evidence matching the
biblical account that may challenge out understanding
of history.
119 Minute DVD
For additional information on this study,
please visit https://patternsofevidence.com/exodus-film/
The Moses Controversy by Tim Mahoney
Did Moses write the first books of the Bible?
Many mainstream scholars say NO! But, the Bible states YES!
Part I - 66 minutes
Part II - 67 minutes
DVD
For additional information on this study,
please visit https://patternsofevidence.com/moses/
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Lottie Moon Week of Prayer: November 29 - December 6

For additional information or to register,
please visit https://gabaptist.org/events/conference/
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Pastoral Prayer Requests
Tim Tippins, Pastor, New Victoria Baptist Church (Etowah Association),
recently had a kidney transplant. Amazingly, Tim’s wife,
Margaret, was a match and she donated one of her kidneys to him.
They are both doing fine. But, prayers are still appreciated as they continue to
recover, especially Tim since his recovery is more involved.

Pastoral Changes
Will Goodwin, Pastor, Oak Leaf Church, Canton (Etowah Association)
has resigned and accepted a position at the Oak Leaf main campus in
Cartersville.
Aaron Land, Pastor, Waleska First Baptist (Etowah Association), has
resigned and accepted a teaching pastor position at Level Grove in Cornelia.
North Central Missions and the Etowah Baptist Association wish Will and
Aaron, and their families God’s blessing as they serve in these new
ministries.

North Central Area Missions Team
Alan Morris - Area Missionary
Janice Dinsmore - Administrative Assistant
Bobbie Kight - Financial Assistant
4206 North Arnold Mill Road, Woodstock, GA 30188
Phone: 770-384-8548 Fax: 770-384-8658
Website: www.northcentralga.org
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