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CONFERENCE 2020 (formerly GO GEORGIA)
A One-Day Total Church Equipping Online Conference
Premieres August 28, 2020
Over 50 session leaders
Who is this for?
Pastors, Lay Leaders, Discipleship Leaders, Children’s Leaders,
Student Pastors, Worship Leaders, Sunday School Directors,
Missions Coordinators
Anyone involved in ministry and equipping!
Three Keynote Speakers:
Robby Gallaty, Long Hollow Baptist Church
Paul Chitwood, IMB President
Tyronne Barnette, Peace Baptist Church
For additional information and to make reservations, please visit
https://www.thesparkconference.com/home
The Georgia Baptist Mission Board is partnering with the International Mission Board to make this
event possible. We are grateful to all of our sponsors and vendors for their participation in the event.
Just like an offline conference, you’ll have access to ministries, products, and services designed to
make your personal ministry so much easier! Our sponsors and vendors not only help make this
conference FREE to you, they also showcase fresh ways to do more with less in ministry today.

As promised in the July
North Central News, below
is an update to the
restructured Christmas
backpack ministry.

North Central Missions, in Executive Ministry Team Meetings with pastors/
representatives of the Etowah, Lanier and Roswell Baptist Associations, is
presenting the following options for those churches that wish to participate in
the Christmas Backpack ministry.
Option 1: Each church can determine ministry areas in their communities
and personally provide Christmas Backpacks to those identified.
This option could present an opportunity to meet the children/teens receiving
the backpacks and provide a time for sharing Jesus Christ with them!
Each church would be responsible for delivering their collected backpacks to
their identified ministry.
Option 2: Each church can collect backpacks as has been done in the past
and bring them to North Central Missions.
We will deliver them to a Georgia Baptist Mission Board designated
collection site.
They will then be distributed to various ministries that have requested
backpacks through this Christmas Backpack ministry.
For additional information, please contact North Central Missions at
770-384-8548 or email janice@northcentralga.org.
Option 3: Each church can participate with the Georgia Baptist Mission
Board through the ministries they have identified.
Additional information on participation with the Georgia Baptist Mission
Board may be obtained by emailing:
Patty Ficara at backpacks@gabaptist.org
or by visiting the GBMB backpack website at https://gabaptist.org/backpacks/.
When you adopt a ministry through the Georgia Baptist Mission Board,
your church accepts the responsibility of delivering your collected backpacks
to your adopted location.
Please see the following page for guidelines on items to include in the
backpacks.
In the event, you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us at
770-384-8548 or email janice@northcentralga.org.
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Please pack backpacks
according to the guidelines
shown below!
Always include a copy of the Christmas Story
TOYS (at least 1 item): small cars, balls, dolls, stuffed animals, kazoos,
harmonicas, yo-yos, jump ropes, sidewalk chalk, small Etch A Sketch®, toys that light
up or make noise (with extra batteries), Slinky®, Frisbee, card games such as Ol’
Maid, Go Fish, etc.
HYGIENE ITEMS (at least 2 items): toothbrush, toothpaste, mild bar soap (boxed
and in a plastic bag), shampoo (securely sealed and in a plastic bag), hairbrush,
comb, pony tail holders, barrettes, hair clips, washcloth, etc.
OTHER (at least 2 items): children’s or teen Bible (KJV, God’s Word, or CSB
version), age appropriate Christian books, sunglasses, toy jewelry, watches, or
flashlights (with extra batteries).
FOOD (at least 2 items): canned food items with pop-tops (nothing which requires
a can opener and no plastic containers), protein bars, hard candy (NO chocolate) and
lollipops (please double bag all candy, mints, or gum).
(NO food items with peanut butter or nuts).
CLOTHING (at least 2 items. All clothing items must be new with tags/
packaging): t-shirts, underwear, socks, warm hat, gloves, scarf, ball cap, fleece
pullover, warm outerwear, etc.
SCHOOL SUPPLIES: school supplies are welcome, but not all sites need school
supplies. If you are partnering with a site, please check with the organization
regarding the type of school supplies that are needed.
Additional ideas to consider for older kids (11-17):
GIRLS: lip gloss, costume jewelry, scarves, friendship bracelets, craft kits, card
games, hand-held electronic games, journals, fun socks and slippers, doodle books,
Spirograph kit, or feminine supplies.
BOYS: LEGOS®, card games, hand-held electronic games, journals, flashlights
(with extra batteries), basketball, soccer ball, or NERF® football.
Please do not include any food items that are perishable or can be easily crushed or
opened while in transit. Please do not include any knives.
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Those words an experiential reality
for the lost soul that encounters the
“You shall know the truth, and the
grace and forgiveness of Jesus
truth shall make you free.”
Christ. Before Christ, your spirit is
John 8:32
chained, “fast bound” in darkness to
It’s interesting that in the entirety of the point that you cannot even
discern the cause of your captivity,
Scripture, and with the all the
but all you know is that something is
captivity, dominance, and slavery
terribly wrong. You are trapped –
recorded of God’s people, there is
“imprisoned.” Pause for a moment.
only ONE THING that has the
capacity to free the human condition Stop right here and try to remember
what it was like to be so lost, so
– the truth. Of course we know
that the essence of truth is found in chained, so trapped . . . and then
remember the moment that light
a person, the God-Man, Jesus
came on. The moment that Almighty
Christ (John 14:6), but we also
God sent a lightning bolt down into
realize that the implications and
your heart, that “quickening ray” that
applications of this concept are
“flamed up the dungeon” you were
specific and abundant at the same
living in, the house you had built
time. Truth is necessary for any
freedom – regardless of the state of with your own hands, a house of
purposeless torture and self-inflicted
the imprisonment. Be it physical
servitude in forced captivity (actual pain. Remember the moment those
heavy, clanking chains (created by
slavery), as well as intellectual,
emotional, or psychological slavery, your own actions) all “fell off,” the
the ONLY hope for any oppression moment your “heart was free,” and
is truth. The one form of slavery few remember the resulting steps of
faith that walked you out of that
think about is spiritual slavery, the
kind that most of us fully understand dungeon and into His brilliant light.
because we have ALL experienced The Truth had made you free!
(Maybe we should let scholars write
it (Romans 3:23), or you may be
our music instead of musicians!)
currently caught in its pernicious
tentacles, thus making us aware of
how debilitating, hopeless, humiliat- Freedom is inexplicably
connected to truth. You can’t have
ing, and depressing this condition
one without the other. Our nation is
can be. Still, the application is
in deep, deep peril. Freedom is
perfectly accurate and singularly
literally hanging in the balance.
alone – the Truth will make you
In the midst of this chaos and
free!
confusion are the multiple voices
th
The 18 Century scholar and hymn screeching at each other and at
you and me. The problem is there is
writer, Charles Wesley penned
these words in the third verse of his little “truth” in the words from these
voices. The popular, present
powerful lyrics for the song, “And
rewriting of our nation’s history,
Can it Be.”
that the founding fathers were some
“Long my imprisoned spirit lay
kind of racist pigs, self-centered and
Fast bound in sin and nature’s night;
pioneers of “white privilege,” is no
Thine eye diffused a quickening ray,
longer laughable because obviously
I woke, the dungeon flamed with
so many people now believe it to be
light;
true. This deception continues with
My chains fell off, my heart was
free;
claims that the founding documents
I rose, went forth, and followed
were based on the mental condition
Thee.”
of these “evil, brutish thugs of

Freedom!
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human garbage,” thus those documents should be tossed out along
with their statues. The actual
primary sources for the hammering
out of this so-called racist document, The Constitution of the United
States, the supreme law of the
land in our country, reveals a
completely different story. Thus the
current narrative is total falsehood,
lies, deception, and wrong opinions.
If the truth can set you free, then the
reverse is also real – lies bring
bondage, slavery, and tyranny.
As much as I admire the brilliance
and wisdom of the founding fathers
and the documents of our nation, I
am keenly aware that those writings
cannot set men free – truly free.
Although our Constitution’s inspiration and most oft quoted reference
in the making of it is the Bible
(wallbuilders.com), it must be
concluded that it has the potential
to provide a people with only
‘national’ freedom since it was
founded on the Words of Truth.
However, only the writing of Holy
Writ, the written Word of God, our
Bible, can truly and completely
set men free – physically, politically,
emotionally, mentally, and most of
all, spiritually. I could illustrate the
current abuses and departures from
the Constitution by certain voices in
our very loud and violent culture, but
it would simply be a Band-aid on
cancer. The REAL issue is the heart
and the head not “knowing the
truth,” thus their actions are not
making anyone free. What I CAN do
is take us back to the source of all
TRUTH, where every “slave” of
every “dungeon” can be made free.
Our national problem is directly
connected to the church and our
overt departure from living out
Scripture’s clear foundational
precepts.
(Continued on Page 5)

Hebrews 10:24-25 – “And let us
consider one another in order to stir
(Continued from Page 4)
up love and good works, not
So let’s look at the dictates from our forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of
reliable source of all truth – the
some, but exhorting one another
Bible, then compare how well we
have lived by these commands and and so much the more as you see
the Day approaching.”
teachings currently. Please don’t
overlook these passages but read
First of all, there is too much
them to yourself.
anxiety among “believers” about this
virus. We should “be anxious for
Deuteronomy 32:39 – “Now see
that I, even I, am He, and there is no nothing!” Why have we fallen for the
world’s bait? I believe the reasons
God besides Me; I kill and I make
are that we transferred our values
alive; I wound and I heal; nor is
from fearing the Lord, obeying His
there any who can deliver from My
Word, and loving Him with all our
hand.”
heart, soul, mind, and strength, and
Job 1:21 – “Naked I came from my replaced it with fearing the world,
mother’s womb, and naked I shall
focusing on what’s most popular in
return there. The Lord gave, and the the news, and loving our health,
Lord has taken away; Blessed be
wealth, and comforts. Let me illusthe name of the Lord.”
trate my point. It is obvious that
most of us have an unbalanced view
1 Samuel 2:6 – “The Lord kills and
of health vs. holiness – notice the
makes alive; He brings down to the
prayer list at most of our churches –
grave and lifts up.”
the lion’s share are for the sick, not
John 12:25 – “He who loves his life for the lost – in other words, we are
will lose it, and he who hates his life more concerned about keeping
people out of heaven than praying
in this world will keep it for eternal
for others to not end up in hell!
life.”
We have put way too much empha1 John 2:18 – “Do not love the
sis on our health and very little on
world or the things in the world. If
our righteousness. Look at the way
anyone loves the world, the love of we fawn all over the words of
the Father is not in him.”
so-called “healthcare specialist,”
we treat them like infallible deities,
Matthew 10:28 – “And do not fear
ignoring the clear obligation and
those who kill the body but cannot
duty for which we were called!
kill the soul. But rather, fear Him
Church, we shut our doors way too
Who is able to destroy both soul and
quickly! We are willing to sacrifice
body in hell.”
“stirring up love and good works”
Proverbs 29:25 – “The fear of man within the body of Christ just so no
brings a snare, but whoever trusts in one gets a very bad cold, and we
violated our Lord’s command to “not
the Lord is safe.”
forsake the assembling of ourselves
Philippians 4:6 – “Be anxious for
together.” Risk? Talk to the believnothing, but in everything by prayer ers in foreign countries that have
and supplication, with thanksgiving, their throats slit, heads removed,
let your requests be made known
bodies burned, and buildings
unto God.”
destroyed while they are meeting.

Freedom!
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They show up the next week,
because they do not fear death,
they fear the Lord. How pitiful is our
faith by comparison! At least admit
it. We are not living what we preach!
(I am well aware that this is
controversial. If I were a pastor of
a church right now, I would put in
place the “individual responsibility
clause” – meaning, every person
makes their own mind up and takes
responsibility for their own decisions. Let me explain. I would state,
“don’t blame the church, the
leaders, or its pastor for this current
situation. If you want to gather, sing,
study, worship, and enjoy body-life
in the church, we are open as usual.
If not, we’re here when you come
back.” Personally, I like being
treated as a responsible adult, not
being told what risks I am allowed to
take.)
Secondly, we more quickly follow
the cultural message that has been
broadcast loudly on the 24-hour
news channels than we do the
unchangeable, supernatural, lifechanging Word of God. Where are
we garnering our information for
decision making – God’s Word or
man’s word? Remember, man’s
word is empty, and the media lies.
God never lies, and don’t forget, the
TRUTH shall make you free! We
have been trapped by listening and
following the words of men rather
than the Word of God. People are
suffering from all the confusion,
violence, and despair that is on
parade in our world. Many have lost
jobs or had services or benefits
eliminated. Hopelessness is now
mainstream. Our budget has been
severely slashed, so I know at least
our churches are hurting, not to
mention the individual members of
(Continued on page 6)

our decisions have NOT been
based on faith, but on popularity and
(Continued from Page 5)
peer pressure. It’s a jungle out there
our communities. We are just fooling right now and there are no clear,
safe paths that have been patted
ourselves if we think that we are
down for us to follow. “The fear of
ministering to these hurting people
through the “media presentations” of the Lord is the beginning of
wisdom,” thus wisdom observes the
our services. That is NOT how we
previous tendencies of the past and
were created. Personal touch and
blends them with the successful
physical gathering have always
been the hallmark of body life in the ventures of godly warriors throughout history to paint for us the right
New Testament church since its
path to take. The right path is not
inception.
always the most obvious or the
(Just a side-note – locate the
easiest one.
number of times the Bible records
Reality check. Is this virus a
anyone praying for the “safety” of
killer? Yes. Is it contagious? Yes.
another. The answer – NEVER.
Jesus said of the largest contributor Is it a pandemic? Absolutely NOT!
to the New Testament, Paul, “For I The fatality rate for coronavirus
(even if the statistics are true and
will show him how many things he
there is much speculation that they
must suffer for my name’s
are not) is in the neighborhood of a
sake” (Acts 9:16). Safety is obvi‘bad’ seasonal run of influenza. If
ously not priority, but BOLDNESS,
this is a pandemic, then the H1N1
now that’s often prayed. We need
more attention on boldness and less (or Swine Flu) of 2009 was a superpandemic! However, we have
on our safety. Currently, “God’s
NEVER shut down our economy,
army” appears fat, lazy, and
social distanced, required mask
chicken, certainly not prepared for
wearing, or told churches to stop
the war we are in.)
meeting because there is a virus out
Thirdly, we have substituted our
there that might make you sick. We
fear of the Lord for a fear of what
also fell for the sob story that we are
man can do. Proverbs teaches that causing the elderly and weaker
the “fear of man brings a snare.” Are members to die! Might I point out
we more afraid of offending memthat we are NOT GOD! (Notice the
bers of our church, city councils,
passage from Deuteronomy above).
community leaders, or other voices None of us should be saddled with
that have been influenced by the
the “responsibility” of thinking we
world’s system or offending the God are the ‘givers’ or ‘takers’ of life!
of heaven? This is a tough question That is not only false, it’s completely
to answer, and if we were honest,
arrogant. And if I catch the virus
we’d be very embarrassed because (highly likely), and if I die (highly
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unlikely), then I’m going to be
where? If I die, I’m in Glory, in the
presence of the Holy One, my
Savior, my King. If I don’t die, then
I have naturally developed antibodies to keep me from having to
experience the sickness again! It’s a
win, win, win!
Here is the bottom line. We are
the church. We are NOT a club, a
cultural icon, or an expendable,
“non-essential” item. We are the
representatives to this lost world of
the ONLY hope that is available.
We are the messengers of life to a
dying race – the human race. There
is no plan B, we are it! This is the
“mystery” that Paul spoke of, but it’s
become a “mystery” why we have
forsaken our gatherings and ambassadorship-responsibilities! Knowing
that the church is the Bride of Christ,
knowing that the church is the Body
of Christ, there should be a yearning
for us to proclaim His truth, reveal
His nature, and exalt His glory to the
nations as the ‘ekklesia,’ the
“gathered ones,” especially as we
“see the Day approaching” (Heb.
10:25). If you’re not convinced of
anything in the year 2020, you have
to be convinced that the “Day is
approaching.” Well, according to
Hebrews 10, we should even be
spending more time together, not
less. ‘Social distancing’ is not a
biblical principle. The ‘gathering’ of
believers is! Herein is true freedom.
Alan J. Morris

New Discipleship Kits Available Through North Central Missions
JOB by Lisa Harper
Joy is the constant companion of the woman who trusts
in the Lord. And while you can find it in friends, family, and
circumstances, unfailing, persistent joy will only ever
overflow from your relationship with Jesus.
Just ask Job, the man from Uz who clung to God’s
goodness while all his worldly joys were stripped away.
But how is it possible to hold onto such joy in times of
sorrow?
In this 7-session study, discover the redemptive facet of Job’s suffering.
Learn to view pain as a way to strengthen your faith, point others to the gospel,
and trust in the Lord. Because His providence will never take you to a place
where His grace will not sustain you.
Twelve Women of the Bible
by Lisa Terkeurst, Elisa Morgan, Jeanne Stevens,
Amena Brown, Naomi Zacharias and Jonalyn Fincher
In this twelve-session small group Bible study, Twelve
Women of the Bible, Lysa TerKuerst, Elisa Morgan, Jeanne
Stevens and other leaders look at the spiritual lessons
learned from twelve biblical women and what they mean for
your life today.
You’ll discover lessons from each of these women that will
help you persevere through the circumstances you are facing today. Learn how to:






Apply biblical lessons to their own modern-day struggles
Live through their failures as well as successes
Draw near to God in a world filled with trials
Find lasting contentment
Overcome rejection and insecurity
For a complete list of all Discipleship Kits available through North Central
Missions, please visit https://www.northcentralga.org/
You may also call us at 770-384-8548 or email janice@northcentralga.org.
All kits are loaned at no cost to churches in the Etowah, Lanier and Roswell
Baptist Associations that provide financial assistance to North Central
Missions.
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The Georgia Baptist Mission Board recognizes the following churches that were
affiliated with North Central Area Missions during 2018 and 2019.
The data for baptisms was taken from information reported by churches on their
Annual Church Reports.
The data for Cooperative Program and Mission Georgia offering giving is actual
contributions in 2018 and 2019 to these programs.
Etowah Association
Blessed Hope Baptist Church: Leading ratio of baptisms per resident member
during 2019
Iglesia de la Esperanza: Leading ratio of baptisms per resident member during 2018
Mt. Zion Baptist Church: Largest Contributor through the Cooperative Program
for 2019
Open Door BC: Largest percentage contributor through the Cooperative Program
for 2018
Leading contributor per resident member through the Cooperative Program for 2018
Leading contributor per resident member to the Mission Georgia Offering in 2018
Leading contributor per resident member through the Cooperative Program for 2019
Largest percentage contributor through the Cooperative Program for 2019
Revolution Church: Largest number of baptisms during 2018
Largest number of baptisms during 2019
Stonecrest Baptist Church: Leading contributor per resident member to the
Mission Georgia Offering for 2019
Hightower Association
Antioch Baptist Church: Largest contributor through the Mission Georgia Offering
for 2019
Coal Mountain Baptist Church: Largest number of baptisms during 2019
Concord Baptist Church: Leading contributor per resident member through the
Cooperative Program for 2019
Largest contributor through the Cooperative Program for 2019
Dawsonville Baptist Church: Largest number of baptisms during 2019
Leading ratio of baptisms per resident member during 2019
Etowah Baptist Church: Leading ratio of baptisms per resident member during 2018
Goshen Baptist Church: Leading contributor per resident member to the Mission
Georgia Offering for 2018
Largest contributor through the Mission Georgia Offering for 2018
Leading contributor per resident member to the Mission Georgia Offering for 2019
Harmony Baptist Church: Largest number of baptisms during 2018
Largest percentage contributor through the Cooperative Program for 2019
Mt. Zion Baptist Church: Leading contributor per resident member through the
Cooperative Program for 2018
Largest percentage contributor through the Cooperative Program for 2018
Largest contributor through the Cooperative Program for 2018

(Continued on Page 9)
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Lanier Association
Cumming Baptist Church: Largest percentage contributor through the
Cooperative Program for 2019
First Baptist Church of Iranians: Largest percentage contributor through the
Cooperative Program for 2018
First Baptist Cumming: Leading contributor per resident member to the Mission
Georgia Offering for 2018
Largest contributor through the Mission Georgia Offering for 2018
Largest contributor through the Cooperative Program for 2018
Leading contributor per resident member to the Mission Georgia Offering for 2019
Largest contributor through the Mission Georgia Offering for 2019
Largest contributor through the Cooperative Program for 2019
First Redeemer: Largest number of baptisms during 2018
Largest number of baptisms during 2019
Forsyth Korean Baptist Church: Leading ratio of baptisms per resident member
during 2019
Igreja Batista Brasileira: Leading ratio of baptisms per resident member during 2018
North Lanier Baptist Church: Leading contributor per resident member through
the Cooperative Program for 2018
Leading contributor per resident member through the Cooperative Program for 2019
Roswell Association
Christ Church of India in Atlanta: Leading contributor per resident member to the
Mission Georgia Offering for 2019
Clear Springs Baptist Church: Leading contributor per resident member to the
Mission Georgia Offering for 2018
Crabapple First Baptist: Largest percentage contributor through the Cooperative
Program for 2018
Leading contributor per resident member through the Cooperative Program for 2018
First Baptist Alpharetta: Largest number of baptisms during 2018
Largest contributor through the Cooperative Program for 2018
Leading contributor per resident member through the Cooperative Program for 2019
Largest percentage contributor through the Cooperative Program for 2019
Largest contributor through the Cooperative Program for 2019
Grace Community Church: Largest contributor through the Mission Georgia Offering
for 2018
Largest contributor through the Mission Georgia Offering for 2019
Northside Baptist Church: Leading ratio of baptisms per resident member
during 2018
Largest number of baptisms during 2019
Roswell Vietnamese Baptist Mission: Leading ratio of baptisms per resident member
during 2019
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Back to School!
Whether back to school is by in classroom instruction or by virtual
learning, please pray for the safety and health of all students,
parents, teachers, school bus drivers, office personnel, lunch room
personnel, facility personnel, counselors, or any one else involved
with the education of our children.

North Central Area Missions Team
Alan Morris - Area Missionary
Janice Dinsmore - Administrative Assistant
Bobbie Kight - Financial Assistant
4206 North Arnold Mill Road, Woodstock, GA 30188
Phone: 770-384-8548 Fax: 770-384-8658
Website: www.northcentralga.org
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