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From a barren island to a trendy tourist destination:  

Discover Iceland's breathtaking nature with the 
MINI Cooper S Clubman ALL4. 

 
 
Let’s be honest: Whoever found themselves daydreaming about going on holiday to 

Iceland 20 years ago? Today, Iceland is one of the big winners on the tourism 

scene. In the summer months, it’s almost impossible to find a free bed or a rental 

car on the northern island. People enjoy Iceland's pristine and breathtaking nature 

and marvel at how sustainable everything is. Reason enough for us, as Iceland 

“beginners”, to tour the island in the MINI Cooper S Clubman ALL4.  
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Reykjavik. We start where it all began. At the Sun 

Voyager monument directly on the northern Saebraut 

coastal road near Reykjavik harbour. The stainless 

steel sculpture by artist Jon Gunnar Arnason 

resembles a Viking ship and was unveiled in 1990 to 

mark the anniversary of the city of Reykjavik. At 

sunrise and sunset, the metal seems to glow. And it is 

precisely at today's site that the Viking Ingolfur 

Arnarson is said to have established his farm as the first permanent 

settler around the year 900. 

Back to the present and into modern, 

dynamic, stormy and idyllic Reykjavik - 

the small metropolis beneath the Arctic 

Circle. The young city, barely 250 years 

old, is teeming with life. Colourful houses 

in the city centre, villa districts with their 

gardens in the centre and the new 

apartment blocks in the west: Urban city 

life on the seashore. The  

MINI Cooper S Clubman ALL4 seems tailor-made for this environment 

with its reduced design language, its urban appeal, the hallmark design 

features such as the hexagonal radiator grille and the round headlights. 

The rear lights in Union Jack design are a subtle reminder of the brand's 

British origins.  
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By the way: Reykjavik even boasts a beach for bathing. It’s located on the 

edge of the Öskjuhliò recreation area and has a remarkable temperature 

of 20 degrees, thanks to the supply of thermal water. In summer, it can 

get crowded here as it’s only 100 metres long. 

We make a short detour to the harbour. Because fish is 

the main ingredient of Icelandic cuisine. From dried fish 

to wild salmon - the brave among the tourists try whale 

meat or enjoy sild (herring bites) - for breakfast. The 

whale watching tours for seeing blue whales and sperm 

whales are spectacular. These whales are particularly 

well represented here off the coast due to the large 

schools of fish. 

Now let's get out of the city. Our MINI Cooper S Clubman ALL4 in Indian 

Summer Red needs some open road and we need a little wellness. We 

drive southwest on Route 43. Our destination: the Blue Lagoon. The lava 

field surrounding the lagoon bears the 

uninviting name Illahraun - Lava of 

Terror. In the past, the jagged rock was 

considered completely impassable. in 

1978, 240-degree hot water began to be 

brought to the surface from a depth of 

around 2,000 metres in order to generate 

energy. The completely pure water was 

then drained into the Illahraun, where the Blue Lagoon was created. The 

secret of the Blue Lagoon lies, as so often, in nature: The water, which 

has an average temperature of 39 degrees, consists of one-third fresh 

water, which is seeping up, and two-thirds seawater, which is washed in. 
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Rock algae dissolved in the water  reflect blue light and make the lagoon 

shine in its typical colour. The silicic acid contained in the water makes 

for an incomparable bathing experience and, on top of that, helps with 

many skin diseases. 

Golden Circle is the name of the tour that now lies ahead of us. We take 

the Ringroad (road 1) towards Selfoss. The MINI Cooper S Clubman ALL4 

(combined fuel consumption: 6.7 – 6.3 l/100 km 

according to WLTP, combined CO2 emissions: 

152 - 144 g/km according to WLTP) is not 

allowed to unleash its power, even on Iceland's 

largest and most well-built road. But of course it 

also lets you know about how dynamic it is, 

thanks to its 280 Nm of torque. 90 km/h is the 

maximum speed permitted in Iceland. That's not 

even enough for the sprint to 100 km/h, which 

the 4.26 metre Clubman manages in 7.2 seconds 

thanks to its 178 hp 2.0 litre 4-cylinder turbo engine. Not to mention the 

top speed of 228 km/h on this road. 

In Selfoss we turn off onto Route 35. It’s a good 60 kilometres to the 

thermal region of Haukadalur and the Great Geyser, which gives its name 

to all its fellow geysers. It has been quiet for years and is only very rarely 

active. Instead, its little brother Strokkur reliably shoots hot water into 

the air every ten minutes. In addition to these two comparatively large 

geysers, there are many small bubbling springs and mini geysers in 

Haukaladur. Other hot springs catch your eye directly because of their 

bright blue colour. But beware: Don’t test the water temperature with 

your hand. They may look peaceful, but they are usually boiling hot. 
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Ten kilometres further north is Gullfoss, the "golden waterfall". The water 

falls in two stages here - from the second stage the water drops 70 metres 

- making the spectacle particularly impressive. At Gulfoss there are 

viewing platforms which are more or less safe. More or less safe means: 

the platform borders are "secured" with thin bands. The ground is damp 

and the plateau uneven. 

Heading west, Route 35 then becomes Route 37. It’s now a good 60 

kilometres to Thingvellir National Park. There are passages where we are 

glad we have all-wheel drive in our MINI Cooper S Clubman ALL4 - as on 

so many roads in Iceland. In the numerous 

bends, we can experience the four-seater’s 

temperament and acceleration in the true 

sense of the word. In Thingvellir National 

Park, a UNESCO World Heritage Site, the 

American and European continental shelves 

meet. To be more precise, they are drifting 

apart - by two centimetres per year. So you 

can walk between the two continents. 

Thingvellir is not only a national park, it is a 

historical place for Icelanders. At the time of Iceland's settlement, i.e. 

after Ingolfur Arnarson built the first farm, numerous bridle paths from 

all parts of the country converged here. It was here that the annual 

Althing, the people's assembly, took place from 930 onwards. The 

constitution was read out, new laws were passed and a big folk festival 

was celebrated. Today's Parliament of Iceland still bears the name 

Althing. 
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Fuel consumption, CO2 emission figures and power consumption were measured using the methods 
required according to Regulation VO (EC) 2007/715 as amended. They refer to vehicles on the 
German automotive market. For ranges, the NEDC figures take into account differences in the 
selected wheel and tyre size, while the WLTP figures take into account the effects of any optional 
equipment. 

All figures have already been calculated based on the new WLTP test cycle. NEDC figures listed have 
been adjusted to the NEDC measurement method where applicable. WLTP values are used as a basis 
for the assessment of taxes and other vehicle-related duties which are (also) based on CO2 emissions 
and, where applicable, for the purposes of vehicle-specific subsidies. Further information on the 
WLTP and NEDC measurement procedures is also available at www.bmw.de/wltp. 

 
For further details of the official fuel consumption figures and official specific CO2 emissions of new 
cars, please refer to the “Manual on the fuel consumption, CO2 emissions and power consumption of 
new cars”, available at sales outlets free of charge, from Deutsche Automobil Treuhand GmbH (DAT), 
Hellmuth-Hirth-Str. 1, 73760 Ostfildern-Scharnhausen and at https://www.dat.de/co2/. 

 
 

 
 
In case of queries, please contact: 

Corporate Communications 
 
Julian Kisch, Press Spokesperson , Product Communications MINI 
Tel.: +49-89-382-38072 
E-mail: julian.kisch@mini.com 
 
Andreas Lampka, Head of Communications MINI 
Phone: +49-89-382-23662 
E-mail andreas.lampka@mini.com 
 
Jennifer Treiber-Ruckenbrod, Head of Communications MINI and BMW Motorrad 
Phone: +49-89-382-35108 
E-mail jennifer.ruckenbrod@bmwgroup.com 
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The BMW Group 
With its four brands BMW, MINI, Rolls-Royce and BMW Motorrad, the BMW Group is the 
world’s leading premium manufacturer of automobiles and motorcycles and also provides 
premium financial and mobility services. The BMW Group production network comprises over 
30 production sites worldwide; the company has a global sales network in more than 140 
countries. 

In 2021, the BMW Group sold over 2.5 million passenger vehicles and more than 194,000 
motorcycles worldwide. The profit before tax in the financial year 2020 was € 5.222 billion on 
revenues amounting to € 98.990 billion. As of 31 December 2021, the BMW Group had a 
workforce of 118,909 employees. 

The success of the BMW Group has always been based on long-term thinking and responsible 
action. The company set the course for the future at an early stage and consistently makes 
sustainability and efficient resource management central to its strategic direction, from the 
supply chain through production to the end of the use phase of all products 

www.bmwgroup.com  
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/BMWGroup 
Twitter: http://twitter.com/BMWGroup 
YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/BMWGroupView 
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/MINI 
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/bmwgroup 
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/mini.news 
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/bmw-group/ 
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