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ADVERT ISEMENT

OTTAWA – More than 200 temporary foreign workers in Alberta have complained
about payroll violations, but none of their employers have been publicly named by
Ottawa.

Canada has more than 330,000 temporary foreign workers, with 68,319 of them in
Alberta to help stem the labour shortages caused by the resource boom.

Last year, 218 temporary foreign workers in Alberta complained to the provincial
government about labour standards violations, according to numbers released by the
Alberta Federation of Labour.

Of those investigated, 47 per cent were
found to be legitimate contraventions.

Employers who break the rules or fail to
live up to their job offer are supposed to
be publicly blacklisted by the federal
government, who is responsible for
Canada’s temporary foreign worker
program. In applying to bring a temporary
foreign worker, employers also promise to
abide by local employment laws.

 PLAY VIDEO



Canada growing dependent
on temporary foreign
workers, experts fear

Who hires temporary
foreign workers? You’d be
surprised

Tightening the rules around Canada’s
temporary foreign workers program

But the list of ineligible employers on
Citizenship and Immigration Canada’s
website remains empty.

“It seems to be a ploy,” said Siobahn
Vipond of the Alberta Federation of
Labour. “If you don’t put anybody on it,
don’t bother having the list.”

The statistics from Alberta show getting on
that federal list isn’t as simple as getting
caught by the province.

Employers have to be actively seeking
to hire a new temporary foreign worker
in order for an immigration official to
initiate an investigation that could land
them on the ineligibility list.

That means employers currently
abusing temporary foreign workers may
not face the consequences unless they
try to recruit more of them.

Citizenship and Immigration said it is
aware of employers who would be
blacklisted if they tried to hire more
temporary foreign workers.

And the department credits the threat of public naming for preventing such
employers from trying to hire additional employees.

The empty list points to an abject failure of the federal government to administer the
program, according to NDP MP Jinny Sims.

“If you have a bad employer exploiting very vulnerable people who come to this
country trying to make a living, then there has to be consequences,” she said.

“And that blank page on the website shows there are no consequences.”
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But newly-minted Labour Minister Kellie Leitch disagrees, pointing to tighter rules
proposed this spring.

“We have had concerns on a number of fronts with respect to this program and that’s
why we’ve moved forward with a number of initiatives, one of which is making sure
we tighten up the revocation and the suspension of the program for people who are
abusing temporary foreign workers,” she said.

The rules would also put the onus on employers to prove they were meeting the
conditions of the program – including fair wages and safe conditions – and will also
see government officials conduct inspections of companies who hire temporary
foreign workers.

Leitch said the government audits employers, but both employees and the provinces
can help by flagging abuses.

But the Alberta Federation of Labour said it’s difficult for foreign workers to speak out
due to language barriers, insufficient understanding of the rules or fear of retribution
from their employer.

As for the provinces, not all of them delineate complaints based on whether an
employee is temporary or not. And the Alberta government said it does share its
information with the federal government, including the names of bad employers.

But it’s up to the federal government to make sure those names make it onto the
blacklist the next time they apply for a temporary foreign worker.

With files from Mike Le Couteur

© Shaw Media, 2013

 LABOUR TEMPORARY FOREIGN WORKERS

260 46 Plus 1 Share

Rebecca
Lindell
Associate Producer

Rebecca Lindell covers politics and national affairs as part
of the Global News team.

http://globalnews.ca/tag/labour/
http://globalnews.ca/tag/temporary-foreign-workers/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http://globalnews.ca/news/721611/employer-blacklist-empty-despite-labour-complaints-from-foreign-workers/
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=http://globalnews.ca/news/721611/employer-blacklist-empty-despite-labour-complaints-from-foreign-workers/
https://plusone.google.com/_/+1/confirm?url=http://globalnews.ca/news/721611/employer-blacklist-empty-despite-labour-complaints-from-foreign-workers/
http://globalnews.ca/author/rebecca-lindell/


N.S. legislature to reconvene ahead of possible
paramedic strike

Bowing to business, Obama admin. delays health law
requirement that many firms offer coverage

Migrant worker advocates call for changes to coroner's
inquest system

Canada growing dependent on temporary foreign
workers, experts fear

Temporary workers stop Canada's labour gap

Quebec tackles black market in construction industry

Coffee shop workers in Halifax in midst of unique drive
to unionize

RCAF members at Cold Lake work second jobs to make
ends meet: Ombudsman

BC Ambulance defends coverage in Stewart

MORE STORIES

MONEY

OECD urges help for long-
term jobless

COMMENTS

http://globalnews.ca/news/692235/n-s-legislature-to-reconvene-ahead-of-possible-paramedic-strike/
http://globalnews.ca/news/688546/bowing-to-business-obama-admin-delays-health-law-requirement-that-many-firms-offer-coverage/
http://globalnews.ca/news/680885/migrant-worker-advocates-call-for-changes-to-coroners-inquest-system/
http://globalnews.ca/news/672319/canada-growing-dependent-on-temporary-foreign-workers-experts-fear/
http://globalnews.ca/news/672993/temporary-workers-stop-canadas-labour-gap/
http://globalnews.ca/news/691138/quebec-tackles-black-market-in-construction-industry/
http://globalnews.ca/news/731707/coffee-shop-workers-in-halifax-in-midst-of-unique-drive-to-unionize/
http://globalnews.ca/news/705190/rcaf-members-at-cold-lake-work-second-jobs-to-make-ends-meet-ombudsman/
http://globalnews.ca/news/725729/bc-ambulance-defends-coverage-in-stewart/
http://globalnews.ca/money/
http://globalnews.ca/news/719923/oecd-urges-help-for-long-term-jobless/
http://globalnews.ca/news/719923/oecd-urges-help-for-long-term-jobless/


ADVERT ISEMENT

2 comments

What's this?ALSO ON GLOBALNEWS.CA

Ministerial staff asked to develop
blacklists in lead-up to shuffle: source
40 comments • 8 days ago

Denialawareness — I find myself expecting
the worst from this PM since this is what we
have seen so far. I presume that …

Experience vs. competence: choosing the
cabinet
1 comment • 7 days ago

Glenna 7 — It's all about the theatre of
politics with this electoral fraud practicing
faux Conservative Gov't. Harper has …

Liberals don’t pay to hush critics, says
premier
7 comments • 7 days ago

lawson1945 — Why is Christy Clark always in
denial when anything goes wrong, you simply
cannot trust her!

Canadian+painter+Alex+Colville+has+died
+at+age%26nbsp%3B92
1 comment • 7 days ago

Michael Provost — A truly great artist. He
made the ordinary extraordinary, and turned
everyday moments into the surreal. Rest …

Leave a message...

BestBest CommunityCommunity ⚙⚙  ⤤⤤ShareShare

Reply

lawson1945 •  7 days ago

Kellie Leitch should not be in cabinet in the first place - Conservative Voter
 △ ▽

Reply

Canadian Eh •  7 days ago

'Employer Blacklist' empty ? ----- But are you being too critical of the "Harper Government"
they have been pretty busy compiling their 'Harper Government enemies list ! (ref: your PMO
requests enemies list story.---same date as this article) ----- Ironic !

 △ ▽

Comment feedr Subscribe via email✉

0★

Share ›

Share ›

http://globalnews.ca/news/721611/employer-blacklist-empty-despite-labour-complaints-from-foreign-workers/#
http://redirect.disqus.com/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fglobalnews.ca%2Fnews%2F718943%2Fministerial-staff-asked-to-develop-blacklists-in-lead-up-to-shuffle-source%2F%3A08HGD4Zd2jro1WmqlAbi70QHbs8&imp=47agcijnmct07&forum_id=2242183&forum=globalnewsprod&thread_id=1505145261&major_version=metadata&thread=1502949524&zone=internal_discovery
http://redirect.disqus.com/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fglobalnews.ca%2Fnews%2F718943%2Fministerial-staff-asked-to-develop-blacklists-in-lead-up-to-shuffle-source%2F%3A08HGD4Zd2jro1WmqlAbi70QHbs8&imp=47agcijnmct07&forum_id=2242183&forum=globalnewsprod&thread_id=1505145261&major_version=metadata&thread=1502949524&zone=internal_discovery
http://redirect.disqus.com/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fglobalnews.ca%2Fnews%2F720314%2Fexperience-vs-competence-choosing-the-cabinet%2F%3AoFxKWugc-NOlUKSNAQ0XWidb2Z0&imp=47agcijnmct07&forum_id=2242183&forum=globalnewsprod&thread_id=1505145261&major_version=metadata&thread=1504652519&zone=internal_discovery
http://redirect.disqus.com/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fglobalnews.ca%2Fnews%2F720314%2Fexperience-vs-competence-choosing-the-cabinet%2F%3AoFxKWugc-NOlUKSNAQ0XWidb2Z0&imp=47agcijnmct07&forum_id=2242183&forum=globalnewsprod&thread_id=1505145261&major_version=metadata&thread=1504652519&zone=internal_discovery
http://redirect.disqus.com/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fglobalnews.ca%2Fnews%2F721539%2Fliberals-dont-pay-to-hush-critics-says-premier%2F%3Ak3FSuQRoEoRtb5Y8NOzVZfTO5H0&imp=47agcijnmct07&forum_id=2242183&forum=globalnewsprod&thread_id=1505145261&major_version=metadata&thread=1505066740&zone=internal_discovery
http://redirect.disqus.com/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fglobalnews.ca%2Fnews%2F721539%2Fliberals-dont-pay-to-hush-critics-says-premier%2F%3Ak3FSuQRoEoRtb5Y8NOzVZfTO5H0&imp=47agcijnmct07&forum_id=2242183&forum=globalnewsprod&thread_id=1505145261&major_version=metadata&thread=1505066740&zone=internal_discovery
http://redirect.disqus.com/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fglobalnews.ca%2Fnews%2F722276%2Fcanadian-painter-alex-colville-has-died-at-age-92%2F%3A-68OpSpXUG87uzOs9SGGMzJ4LR8&imp=47agcijnmct07&forum_id=2242183&forum=globalnewsprod&thread_id=1505145261&major_version=metadata&thread=1505508883&zone=internal_discovery
http://redirect.disqus.com/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fglobalnews.ca%2Fnews%2F722276%2Fcanadian-painter-alex-colville-has-died-at-age-92%2F%3A-68OpSpXUG87uzOs9SGGMzJ4LR8&imp=47agcijnmct07&forum_id=2242183&forum=globalnewsprod&thread_id=1505145261&major_version=metadata&thread=1505508883&zone=internal_discovery
http://globalnews.ca/news/721611/employer-blacklist-empty-despite-labour-complaints-from-foreign-workers/#
http://globalnews.ca/news/721611/employer-blacklist-empty-despite-labour-complaints-from-foreign-workers/#
http://globalnews.ca/news/721611/employer-blacklist-empty-despite-labour-complaints-from-foreign-workers/#
http://globalnews.ca/news/721611/employer-blacklist-empty-despite-labour-complaints-from-foreign-workers/#
http://globalnews.ca/news/721611/employer-blacklist-empty-despite-labour-complaints-from-foreign-workers/#
http://globalnews.ca/news/721611/employer-blacklist-empty-despite-labour-complaints-from-foreign-workers/#
http://globalnews.ca/news/721611/employer-blacklist-empty-despite-labour-complaints-from-foreign-workers/#comment-965279941
http://globalnews.ca/news/721611/employer-blacklist-empty-despite-labour-complaints-from-foreign-workers/#
http://globalnews.ca/news/721611/employer-blacklist-empty-despite-labour-complaints-from-foreign-workers/#
http://globalnews.ca/news/721611/employer-blacklist-empty-despite-labour-complaints-from-foreign-workers/#
http://globalnews.ca/news/721611/employer-blacklist-empty-despite-labour-complaints-from-foreign-workers/#comment-965080552
http://globalnews.ca/news/721611/employer-blacklist-empty-despite-labour-complaints-from-foreign-workers/#
http://disqus.com/
http://globalnewsprod.disqus.com/httpglobalnewscanews721611employer_blacklist_empty_despite_labour_complaints_from_foreign_workers/latest.rss
http://globalnews.ca/news/721611/employer-blacklist-empty-despite-labour-complaints-from-foreign-workers/#
http://globalnews.ca/news/721611/employer-blacklist-empty-despite-labour-complaints-from-foreign-workers/#
http://globalnews.ca/news/721611/employer-blacklist-empty-despite-labour-complaints-from-foreign-workers/#
http://globalnews.ca/news/721611/employer-blacklist-empty-despite-labour-complaints-from-foreign-workers/#


FEATURED CONTENT

CANADA

11 news stories you may have missed
because of the royal baby

A look at 11 other news stories you may missed
Monday due to the birth of the royal baby.
Continue reading →

http://globalnews.ca/canada/
http://globalnews.ca/news/735363/11-news-stories-you-may-have-missed-because-of-the-royal-baby/
http://globalnews.ca/news/735363/11-news-stories-you-may-have-missed-because-of-the-royal-baby/
http://globalnews.ca/news/735363/11-news-stories-you-may-have-missed-because-of-the-royal-baby/


WORLD

Gallery: British newspaper front pages
morning after a prince is born

Here’s a look at a selection of front pages of
British newspapers the day after Kate, Duchess
of Cambridge, gave birth to a prince. Continue
reading →

SPORTS

Watch: Fight between two badminton
players caught on tape

Badminton fans and audience members were
shocked on Sunday when two players in the
men’s doubles final of the Canada Open, taking

VIDEO

http://globalnews.ca/world/
http://globalnews.ca/news/734965/gallery-british-newspaper-front-pages-morning-after-a-prince-is-born/
http://globalnews.ca/news/734965/gallery-british-newspaper-front-pages-morning-after-a-prince-is-born/
http://globalnews.ca/news/734965/gallery-british-newspaper-front-pages-morning-after-a-prince-is-born/
http://globalnews.ca/sports/
http://globalnews.ca/news/732881/fight-between-two-badminton-players-caught-on-tape-at-richmond-oval/
http://globalnews.ca/news/732881/fight-between-two-badminton-players-caught-on-tape-at-richmond-oval/


place at Richmond Oval, started throwing
punches. Continue reading →

SPORTS

Players to watch at this week’s RBC
Canadian Open

This week’s RBC Canadian Open has the best
field the golf tournament has witnessed in
recent memory. Continue reading →

HIGHLIGHTS

Flood, train disasters force insurer

http://globalnews.ca/news/732881/fight-between-two-badminton-players-caught-on-tape-at-richmond-oval/
http://globalnews.ca/sports/
http://globalnews.ca/news/733138/players-to-watch-at-this-weeks-rbc-canadian-open/
http://globalnews.ca/news/733138/players-to-watch-at-this-weeks-rbc-canadian-open/
http://globalnews.ca/news/733138/players-to-watch-at-this-weeks-rbc-canadian-open/
http://globalnews.ca/news/733317/flood-train-disasters-force-insurer-intact-to-make-own-emergency-claim/
http://globalnews.ca/news/733317/flood-train-disasters-force-insurer-intact-to-make-own-emergency-claim/


Sign up for daily Globalnews.ca newsletters and breaking news alerts

Email Address

National Daily News

Intact to make own emergency claim

One of the country’s largest insurers will take a
hit of more than quarter of a billion dollars from
this summer’s unprecedented flooding in
Calgary and Toronto, as well as from claims

expected to come from the Lac-Megantic train
explosion. Continue reading →

Alberta enforcing fewer than one per
cent of oilsands environmental
violations: Report

A new independent research report suggests
that the Alberta government is only taking
enforcement action on a tiny fraction of
environmental incidents in the oilsands.
Continue reading →

EMAIL ALERTS

http://globalnews.ca/news/733317/flood-train-disasters-force-insurer-intact-to-make-own-emergency-claim/
http://globalnews.ca/news/733317/flood-train-disasters-force-insurer-intact-to-make-own-emergency-claim/
http://globalnews.ca/news/734227/alberta-enforcing-fewer-than-one-per-cent-of-oilsands-environmental-violations-report/
http://globalnews.ca/news/734227/alberta-enforcing-fewer-than-one-per-cent-of-oilsands-environmental-violations-report/
http://globalnews.ca/news/734227/alberta-enforcing-fewer-than-one-per-cent-of-oilsands-environmental-violations-report/


Globalnews.ca

Globalnews.ca

Globalnews.ca

National Breaking News

Montreal Daily News

Montreal Breaking News

By clicking on the submit button, I have read, understood and agreed to our privacy policy

SUBMIT

Follow Follow @globaltvnews@globaltvnews

@globaltvnews

Lights still out for 13,450 in Quebec ow.ly/neOfo

@globaltvnews

Lights still out for 13,450 in #Quebec owl.li/neOeI

@globaltvnews

After flooding, clean-up has own set of health concerns, doctors warn owl.li/neMaj

TWITTER

18 minutes ago

18 minutes ago

30 minutes ago

POPULAR NOW

Duchess of Cambridge in early stages of
labour

 1608

Tribunal set to rule on alleged anti-
competitive credit card practices

 632

https://twitter.com/globaltvnews
https://twitter.com/globaltvnews
https://twitter.com/globaltvnews
https://twitter.com/intent/follow?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fglobalnews.ca%2Fnews%2F721611%2Femployer-blacklist-empty-despite-labour-complaints-from-foreign-workers%2F&region=follow_link&screen_name=globaltvnews&tw_p=followbutton&variant=2.0
http://www.shawmedia.ca/PrivacyPolicy.aspx
https://twitter.com/globaltvnews
http://ow.ly/neOfo
https://twitter.com/globaltvnews
https://twitter.com/#!/search/?q=%23Quebec
http://owl.li/neOeI
https://twitter.com/globaltvnews
http://owl.li/neMaj
https://twitter.com/globaltvnews/status/359689087885647873
https://twitter.com/globaltvnews/status/359689046789865478
https://twitter.com/globaltvnews/status/359686218067357697
http://globalnews.ca/news/732427/first-day-of-parenting-for-william-and-kate/
http://globalnews.ca/news/732427/first-day-of-parenting-for-william-and-kate/
http://globalnews.ca/news/732427/first-day-of-parenting-for-william-and-kate/
http://globalnews.ca/news/732322/tribunal-set-to-rule-on-alleged-anti-competitive-credit-card-practices/
http://globalnews.ca/news/732322/tribunal-set-to-rule-on-alleged-anti-competitive-credit-card-practices/
http://globalnews.ca/news/732322/tribunal-set-to-rule-on-alleged-anti-competitive-credit-card-practices/


BC  Calgary

Edmonton  Halifax

Lethbridge  Montreal

New Brunswick  Okanagan

Regina  Saskatoon

Toronto  Winnipeg

CONNECT

 Facebook

 Twitter

 Google+

 RSS

 Contact Us

GLOBAL NEWS

About Us

Privacy Policy

Principles & Practices

Terms & Conditions

Copyright

Media

Advertise

Open Data

JUMP TO A REGION

© Shaw Media Inc., 2013. All rights reserved.

Advanced skydiving student dies after
'rough landing' at Baldwin Airport

 560

http://globalnews.ca/bc/
http://globalnews.ca/calgary/
http://globalnews.ca/edmonton/
http://globalnews.ca/halifax/
http://globalnews.ca/lethbridge/
http://globalnews.ca/montreal/
http://globalnews.ca/new-brunswick/
http://globalnews.ca/okanagan/
http://globalnews.ca/regina/
http://globalnews.ca/saskatoon/
http://globalnews.ca/toronto/
http://globalnews.ca/winnipeg/
http://globalnews.ca/pages/facebook/
http://globalnews.ca/pages/twitter/
http://globalnews.ca/pages/google/
http://globalnews.ca/pages/feeds/
http://www.globaltv.com/About/ContactUs.html
http://globalnews.ca/pages/about/
http://www.shawmedia.ca/privacy.asp
http://globalnews.ca/pages/principles-practices/
http://www.shawmedia.ca/terms.asp
http://www.shawmedia.ca/copyright.asp
http://www.shawmediatv.ca/
http://digital.shawmedia.ca/Digital_Brands/Our_Brands/Global_News/
http://globalnews.ca/tag/open-data/
http://vip.wordpress.com/
http://globalnews.ca/news/732105/advanced-skydiving-student-dies-after-rough-landing-at-baldwin-airport/
http://globalnews.ca/news/732105/advanced-skydiving-student-dies-after-rough-landing-at-baldwin-airport/
http://globalnews.ca/news/732105/advanced-skydiving-student-dies-after-rough-landing-at-baldwin-airport/


 


