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An employment agency in Victoriaville, Que. has been ordered to pay $300,000 in damages for exploiting,
threatening and psychologically harassing a group of Guatemalan farm workers. (File photo)
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MONTREAL -- An employment agency in Victoriaville, Que. has been ordered to pay $300,000 in
damages for exploiting, threatening and psychologically harassing a group of Guatemalan
farmworkers, a Quebec labour tribunal has ruled.
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The 11 men had come to work on a Quebec farm as part of the province's temporary foreign
workers program. Their work permits allowed them to work for only one designated employer.

But soon after they arrived, they were recruited by the employment agency Entreprise de
placement Les Progrés Inc., the owner of which enticed the men with an offer of better working
conditions and a better salary, while maintaining that this change would also be legal for the men.

Some of the men only speak Spanish and do not know how to write or read, leaving them in a
vulnerable position in a country that was unfamiliar to them, Judge France Giroux of Quebec's
labour tribunal ruled.

In their complaint to the tribunal, the men alleged that they were psychologically harassed
throughout their time working through the employment agency, saying they were housed in
cramped, poorly heated lodging.

They said they were subject to false promises and other illegal acts, abusive and unpaid work
hours - with shifts sometimes lasting 24 hours - were under excessive surveillance, had their
private lives intruded upon, and were insulted and had their families threatened.

This report by The Canadian Press was first published Oct. 23, 2019.

SHARE ] 22| W &5

Report Error

FEATURES

https://montreal.ctvnews.ca/exploited-foreign-workers-to-receive-300-000-in-damages-from-employment-agency-1.4652288?fbclid=IwWAR1FgM3n9IF... 2/15



11/13/2019 Exploited foreign workers to receive $300,000 in damages from employment agency | CTV News

'The Pharmafist:' Quebec pharmacist wins international award for defending science

https://montreal.ctvnews.ca/exploited-foreign-workers-to-receive-300-000-in-damages-from-employment-agency-1.4652288?fbclid=IwWAR1FgM3n9IF...  3/15



11/13/2019 Exploited foreign workers to receive $300,000 in damages from employment agency | CTV News
—= T gl | :

& ihurj | ':_!.,";.]rj!.._ =

TR P
3 N

=

Researchers to recruit 1,000 Quebec families for new major autism study
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More, but not enough, women and minorities are taking on leadership roles in Montreal:
study

Montrealers weigh in on Don Cherry removal
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Family remembers man killed by falling bricks during windstorm in Parc Ex

Mercury is passing in front of the sun Monday in a rare phenomenon
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' don't think I'm a hero,' SUV driver who used his car to save pedestrians humbled by

experience
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West Island MNA Gregory Kelley endorses Dominique Anglade's bid to lead Quebec Liberal
Party
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Elderly woman fatally struck by truck in St-Leonard
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Snow clearing operations underway in Montreal, expected to last 5 days
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Don't count on me to support western demands: Bloc Leader Yves-Francois Blanchet

https://montreal.ctvnews.ca/exploited-foreign-workers-to-receive-300-000-in-damages-from-employment-agency-1.4652288?fbclid=IwAR1FgM3n9l...  10/15



11/13/2019 Exploited foreign workers to receive $300,000 in damages from employment agency | CTV News

Elton John expands final tour, adds shows in Toronto and Montreal

Advertisement

MOST READ

https://montreal.ctvnews.ca/exploited-foreign-workers-to-receive-300-000-in-damages-from-employment-agency-1.4652288?fbclid=IwAR1FgM3n9l...  11/15



11/13/2019 Exploited foreign workers to receive $300,000 in damages from employment agency | CTV News

STRUCTUR :

. |
1

Driver of SUV that blocked path of suspect in car chase may have saved lives, police
say
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The controversy over Quebec politician Catherine Dorion's hoodie has now turned to
hijabs

‘Bring back Don Cherry’ petition started by conservative magazine amasses almost
175,000 signatures
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Elderly woman fatally struck by truck in St-Leonard
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Researchers to recruit 1,000 Quebec families for new major autism study
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