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Due to COVID-19, we are not meeting on 
Sunday and Wednesday evenings. Please 

join us online for our evening Bible studies.
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James’ writing concerning the 
tongue is fascinating. In a series of 
word pictures, James describes the 
control of large ships and the con-
trol of powerful horses by tiny, 
man-made devices. He states all 
the animals of the land and sea 
have been “tamed” by man. Then 
in a surprising twist, He adds, “but 
no man can tame the tongue.” (v.
8). The word James used to de-
scribe the process of taming is also 
used in the story of the man who 
lived among the tombs (Mk. 5:4). 

Life is a lot like that man. We can 
chain it, guard it, plan it, insure it, 
and cry over it, but we cannot 
tame it. It will always be sudden, 
unexpected and challenging. Even 
in the life of Jesus, it is obvious He 
didn’t have complete control over 
the events around him. That’s not 
to suggest He couldn’t have con-
trolled them, only that He didn’t. 

Consider the events of Matthew 

14. Chapter 13 ends with Jesus 
having been rejected, leaving His 
own hometown. He then receives 
word of the death of his cousin, 
John. He goes away into the 
desert to be alone but gets fol-
lowed by the persistent crowd. 
After feeding and dismissing both 
the crowd and the disciples, He 
finally gets some time alone in 
prayer. He walks across the sea to 
the disciples and gets to the other 
side, only to have the multitude 
swamp him once more. Even the 
Son of God did not have a tamed 
life! 

Is there no peace, then, that we 
can have in life? If what we mean 
by “peace” is a totally tranquil life, 
with no unexpected or unpleasant 
occurrences, then the answer is ab-
solutely not! That kind of life will 
never be ours here on earth. We 
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TAMING 
LIFE

CHALLENGED BY JESUS 
One of the great motivating forces of life is a 

“____________________” 

Jesus challenges us to ____________________ Him 

Jesus came to do the ____________________ of another 

Jesus ____________________ for others 

Jesus _____________ _______________ His life for others 

Jesus challenges us to ____________________ as he 
____________________ 

Jesus challenges us to ____________________ as he 
____________________ 

It is interesting that Paul did not “___________________” 
Philemon to comply with his letter 

The challenges of Jesus were designed to make one the 
kind of person he was ____________________ to be 

You must ask yourself today if you ___________________ 
to take up the challenges of Jesus
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10:00am Worship 70 ..................
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Contribution $6,625 ...................
Over Budget $ 573....................



PRAYER LIST 
Emma Knott  
Tested positive for Covid this 
week. Please pray for her and her 
mother, Jessica Miller as they con-
tinue to recover. 

Nina Tucker 
Former student of Brandi Hall, 
was recently in a bad automobile 
accident and hospitalized.  

Mark Posey 
Of the Winfield congregation is in 
the hospital with Covid. 

Larry Alexander 
With the White’s Chapel congre-
gation suffered a heart attack last 
Sunday night and was admitted to 
St. Vincent’s hospital.  

Dolly Tubbs 
Has been admitted to the hospital 
with Covid and breathing issues. 

Belinda Davis 
Has been moved to Lakeshore for 
rehab after spending three 
months in the hospital. 

Gloria (Williams) Harper 
Was taken to the hospital with 
Covid related pneumonia.  

Tim Craven 
Is in Walker Baptist with Covid 
and blood clots in his lungs. 

James Snow 
Relative of Jeff Harbison’s family 
member, has stage 4 pancreatic 
cancer. 
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To worship along 
with us online, go to 
our FaceBook page 
facebook.com/mid-
waychurchjasper or 
search for Midway 
church of Christ on 
YouTube. 
To g e t u p d a t e s 
about the videos, 
like us on FaceBook 
or subscribe to our 
YouTube channel. If 
you are having to 
stay home due to 
COVID-19 be sure to 
tune in during our 
regular service time.

WORSHIP 
WITH US 
ONLINE

CONTACT US 
OFFICE PHONE: 
(205) 221-2760 

OFFICE@MIDWAYCOFC.COM

NEWS AND NOTES
Online giving is available on our website. Go 

to www.midwaycofc.com/giving.” The page will 
have a green button labeled “Give.” Click that 
button and to give online. 

You can give by bank draft or credit card. We 
suggest creating an account. 

If you select the option to cover the fees, it 
will add about 3% to your contribution for cred-
it cards or 1% for bank transfers, and it will off-
set all fees charged by the processor.

 ONLINE GIVING
CONGRATULATIONS 

Congratulations to  

Mr and Mrs. Robert King 
Robert King and Caroline Thomp-
son were united in marriage on 
December 12, 2020 in a beautiful 
ceremony at the Eastern Mead-
ows Church of Christ. If you 
would like to view their wedding 
you may watch it on YouTube via 
Eastern Meadows Church of 
Christ. We wish them a lifetime of 
happiness together.  

We are so excited to announce 
the birth of John Braxton Sowell, 
newborn son of Stevan and Addie 
Sowell. John Braxton was born 
December 18th and weighed 8 
lbs, 1 oz and was 20 inches long. 
Mom and baby are at home and 
doing well. Emi Jane is a very 
proud big sister and Rita Geeslin 
is the proud great grandmother.  

CONNECT 
WITH US!

Tim Orbison 
Gurley, AL

can, however, have the kind of peace God intend-
ed for us, if we commit ourselves to a few things.  

1. We are not in control of our life or those of 
our family (James 4:13-16). 

2. The meaning of life is not about heaping up 
possessions all around us (Luke 12:15) instead 
“having food and clothing we should be content,” 
(1 Timothy 6:6-8).  

3. It is possible to learn to be happy, in whatev-
er circumstances we find ourselves, if we want to 
be (Philippians 4:11-13), even in pain and suffer-
ing (Acts 16:23-25). 

4. Remember this life is a temporary place and 
our treasures must not be stored here (Matthew 
6:19-21). 

After pondering these things deeply do the 
troubles we face now look any different? Whatev-
er issues do remain, after following the above ad-
vice, need two more points; 1) Don’t worry about 
tomorrow (Matthew 6:34), and 2) Pray for God’s 
peace (Philippians 4:6-7). Life cannot be tamed 
but we can humble our minds and hearts to tame 
ourselves.

SYMPATHY 
Our deepest sympathy is  
extended to the family of Terry 
Bruner, who passed away this 
past Monday. Our prayers are 
with his family during this difficult 
time.  
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