
ls it “Turkey Day” or “Thanksgiv-
ing?” This question came to me a 
few days ago as I read an ad in the 
newspaper regarding the upcom-
ing holiday. But I wonder if the re-
naming of Thanksgiving is not 
filled with cultural overtones. 

Church attendance has been in 
decline for many years and the 
culture in which we live has seen a 
shift away from Christ. It is no 
wonder, then, that “Christ” would 
be removed from a day of honor in 
our society. “Merry Christmas” has 
been renamed to “Happy Holi-
days.” “Turkey Day” may indicate 
a further drift away from God. Tra-
ditionally Thanksgiving has been 
observed as a day in which the 
nation stops to thank God for all 
the blessings we Americans enjoy. 
Have we gotten so far from God 
that we fail to honor Him with 
thanksgiving? 

Now let it be understood that 
the fourth Thursday in November 
is not a “holy day,” nor is it a day 
commanded in the Bible. It is a 
holiday set up by our leaders of 
the past to thank God for His 
blessings on the people of our 
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“Bless the LORD, O my soul, 
A n d f o rg e t n o n e o f H i s 
benefits;” (Psalms 103:2). 

This time of year we think 
about ‘counting our many bless-
ings’. It’s easy to look at all of 
our stuff all our friends and fam-
ily, our homes, our jobs and un-
derstand the need to be grate-
ful. 

Yet, do we realize that our 
greatest blessing might just be 
what we don’t have? 

If we are free from disease. If 
we are not at war. When we 
don’t suffer physical persecution 
for our faith. When we don’t 
have fear of our government. 
When we don’t have toxins in 
our water or poisons in our 
food. When we don’t have 

crimes overrunning our streets. 
When we don’t have want for 
food or supplies. 

We have it so good because 
we don’t have so much that 
others do. And for that we 
should be thankful. 

Thankful and generous. One 
can’t truly be grateful for what 
he has if he is not willing to 
share that with those that do 
not. 

If we count what we have and 
all the things we are not bur-
dened with, it would be asinine 
not to realize that we are a 
blessed people. These bless-
ings have come from our God 
on High. In Him, we should give 
thanks!

Barry Haynes 
Hope, AR
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great country. But modern day 
leaders have led us away from 
God as a national policy. Sadly we 
are fast becoming like the heathen 
nations described in Romans 1:28 
who “did not like to retain God in 
their knowledge” and even 
though they knew God does exist 
they “did not glorify Him as God, 
nor were they thankful” (21). 

The parable of the rich fool 
(Luke 12:16-21) is about a man 
who took all the credit for all of his 
wealth and was unthankful to God 
who made it all possible. “Turkey 
Day” smells of the same rotten 
spirit. 

May we make every day a day of 
thanksgiving to the God of all cre-
ation and to Jesus Christ our Lord 
for every blessing we enjoy comes 
from the Father and the Son. 

Alton Norman 
Owingsville, KY
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WEEKLY STATISTICS 
SUNDAY NOVEMBER 15th, 2020 

ATTENDANCE:       
  9:30 Worship                       59 
10:30 Worship                       46 
TOTAL:                                105 

CONTRIBUTION: 
Weekly Budget:             $6,049 
Contribution last week:   5,227 
Under Budget:                   822    

PRAYER LIST 
Marlene Howell  
Remains in UAB hospital and con-
tinues to improve. Please contin-
ue to pray for her as she recovers.   

Betty Patton 
daughter of Delois Lollar, under-
went heart surgery this past  
Monday at St. Vincent’s Hospital. 

Sharon Patton 
Underwent a surgical procedure 
this past Thursday and is at home 
doing well. 

Johnnie Shumate 
Grandfather to Jessica Atkins, has 
been experiencing problems 
breathing and not feeling well. 

Brenda Evans 
Is scheduled to have some test 
ran tomorrow and has requested 
our prayers.  

Tammy and Tommy Burgett 
Are at home recovering from 
Covid.  

Mark Howell 
Is at home recovering from Covid 
and is doing much better. 

ON THE WEB 
FACEBOOK.COM/MIDWAY-

CHURCHJASPER 

MIDWAYCOFC.COM

T o w a t c h t h e 
livestream of our 
service go to our 
F a c e B o o k p a g e 
facebook.com/mid-
waychurchjasper or 
go to our website 
m i d w a y c o f c . c o m 
and click the “Watch 
Live” button. To get 
updates about the 
livestream, like us on 
FaceBook. If you are 
having to stay home 
due to the current 
COVID-19 outbreak 
be sure to tune in 
during our regular 
service time.

WATCH 
ONLINE

CONTACT US 
OFFICE PHONE: 
(205) 221-2760 

OFFICE@MIDWAYCOFC.COM

NEWS AND NOTES
Online giving is available on our website. Go 

to www.midwaycofc.com/giving.” The page will 
have a green button labeled “Give.” Click that 
button and to give online. 

You can give by bank draft or credit card. We 
suggest creating an account. 

If you select the option to cover the fees, it 
will add about 3% to your contribution for cred-
it cards or 1% for bank transfers, and it will off-
set all fees charged by the processor. 

Please Note: The company we are using for 
online giving is named Tithe.ly. We know tithing 
is not a New Testament commandment, but this 
company is one of the best solutions for online 
giving. If you have questions, please see Mark 
or one of our elders.

 ONLINE GIVING

SYMPATHY 
Our deepest sympathy is extend-
ed to the family of Jolene Mote, 
neighbor of Jimmie Courington, 
who passed away last weekend.  

 

Thanks for all your support and encourage-
ment as we work diligently to work through 
our worship service planning during this Covid 
pandemic.  It has not been an easy task.  As 
your elders, we truly appreciate your prayers 
and encouragement.  It’s our prayers and con-
cerns that we stay as safe as possible and 
hope to return to a more normal time in the 
near future.   

We are extremely happy to be a part of the 
Polishing the Pulpit program as we work with 
the team that has made this so successful with 
God’s direction.  We encourage you to make 
plans to attend PTP and visit the online videos 
as often as possible. This is a wonderful op-
portunity to grow in God’s word. 

Please continue to keep us in your prayers, 
Your elders 

PRAYER LIST CONT 
Lanette Freeman 
Mother to Benita Bull, had 
surgery this past Monday and is in 
Grandview hospital recovering. 
Please keep her in prayer at this 
time. 

Zach Greene 
From Athens, AL is in the hospital 
on a vent and his family has re-
quested our prayers at this time.  
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