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Due to COVID-19, we are not meeting on 
Sunday and Wednesday evenings. Please 

join us online for our evening Bible studies.
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The story is told of an old man 
who lived on a farm in the moun-
tains of eastern Kentucky with his 
young grandson. Each morning, 
Grandpa was up early sitting at the 
kitchen table reading from his old, 
worn out Bible. 

His grandson who wanted to be 
just like him tried to imitate him in 
any way he could. 

One day, the grandson asked, 
“Papa, I try to read the Bible just 
like you but I don’t understand it, 
and what I do understand I forget 
as soon as I close the book. What 
good does reading the Bible do?” 

The Grandfather quietly turned 
from putting coal in the stove and 
said, “Take this coal basket down 
to the river and bring back a bas-
ket of water.” 

The boy did as he was told, 
even though all the water leaked 
out before he could get back to 
the house. The grandfather 

laughed and said, “You will have 
to move a little faster next time,” 
and sent him back to the river with 
the basket to try again. 

This time the boy ran faster, but 
again the basket was empty before 
he returned home. Out of breath, 
he told his grandfather that it was 
impossible to carry water in a bas-
ket, and he went to get a bucket 
instead. The old man said, “I don’t 
want a bucket of water; I want a 
basket of water. You can do this. 
You’ re just not t ry ing hard 
enough,” and he went out the 
door to watch the boy try again. 

At this point, the boy knew it 
was impossible, but he wanted to 
show his grandfather that even if 
he ran as fast as he could, the wa-
ter would leak out before he got 
far at all. The boy scooped the wa-
ter and ran hard, but when he 
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CLEANING FROM THE 
INSIDE OUT

THINKING ABOUT OUR THINKING 
In the Bible, pessimism is ____________________ viewed in a 

positive way 

At times even the ____________________ of Jesus were pes-
simistic 

We must remember the Bible frequently addresses the 
Christian’s ____________________ 

The mind is something over which we have _______________ 

Until our mind is ____________________, everything else will 
not be as it ought 

The Bible teaches ____________________ 

Our optimism must be based on __________________ ability 

Was ____________________ an optimist or a pessimist? 

I must believe that God ____________________ those who 
seek Him 

We’re not saying we must ____________________ problems 

I must ____________________ allow pessimism to hinder my 
Christian walk
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PRAYER LIST 
Amber (Blanton) Gilliland 
Remains in Princeton hospital. 
Please continue to pray for her 
and her family. She is in great 
need of our prayers.  

Jimmie Courington 
Is in Princeton hospital and 
continues to recover from 
Covid pneumonia and her re-
cent fall.  

Ollie Wayne Shephard 
Friend of Larry Thompson, is in 
ICU at WBMC. His condition 
continues to worsen.  

Jessica Brown 
Has been admitted to Prince-
ton hospital. Please continue 
to pray for her at this time. 

Truman Lollar 
Grandfather to Matt House was 
recently taken to DCH with 
Covid pneumonia.  

Brenda Evans 
Continue to remember Brenda 
in your prayers as she under-
goes her treatment process. 
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To worship along 
with us online, go to 
our FaceBook page 
facebook.com/mid-
waychurchjasper or 
search for Midway 
church of Christ on 
YouTube. 
To g e t u p d a t e s 
about the videos, 
like us on FaceBook 
or subscribe to our 
YouTube channel. If 
you are having to 
stay home due to 
COVID-19 be sure to 
tune in during our 
regular service time.
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reached his grandfather the basket was again 
empty. 

Out of breath, he said, “See Papa, it’s useless!” 
“So you think it is useless?” the old man said. 

“Look at the basket.” The boy looked at the bas-
ket and for the first time he realized that the bas-
ket looked different. Instead of a dirty old coal 
basket, it was clean. “Son, that’s what happens 
when you read the Bible. You might not under-
stand or remember everything, but when you read 
it, it will change you from the inside out.” 

Thus, we must “Give diligence [study] to 
present thyself approved unto God, a workman 
that needeth not to be ashamed, handling aright 
the word of truth”(2 Tim. 2:15). “Already ye are 
clean because of the word which I have spoken 
unto you” (John 15:3). “Wherewith shall a young 
man cleanse his way? By taking heed thereto ac-
cording to thy word” (Psa. 119:9). “For the word 
of God is living, and active, and sharper than any 
two-edged sword, and piercing even to the divid-
ing of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, 
and quick to discern the thoughts and intents of 
the heart” (Heb. 4:12). 

Are you being cleaned from the inside out?

PRAYER LIST CONT 
Dolly Tubbs 
Cousin to Kathy Dunn and 
Carol Ford is in UAB hospital.   

Kathy Langley 
Coach Langley’s mom (coach 
at Oakman) is now off the ven-
tilator and slowly improving. 
Please continue to pray for her 
as she recovers.  

REJOICE 

Danette Blanton responded to the Lord’s 
invitation last Sunday seeking to rededicate 
her life to the Lord. Please continue to re-
member Danette and her entire family in 
your prayers during this time. We want to 
encourage them at any opportunity that we 
may have. 

SYMPATHY 
Our deepest sympathy is ex-
tended to the family of Dale 
Nunnelley, mother to Randal 
Nunnelley, who recently 
passed away. Funeral services 
was held in her honor yester-
day. Please continue to pray for 
this family at this time.  

Our condolences is extended 
to the family of Jean Tubbs, 
who passed away this past Fri-
day. She was the mother of 
Rick, Mike and Gary Tubbs. 
Our thoughts and prayers are 
with this family during this 
time.
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