
SUNDAY WORSHIP 
Worship  10:00 AM ................................
Due to COVID-19, we are not meeting on 
Sunday and Wednesday evenings. Please 

join us online for our evening Bible studies.
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People in the valley often 
have little perspective on how 
big the mountains really are, 
how long the range is, or what is 
waiting on the other side. Isn’t it 
wonderful to know that whatever 
valleys life tries to shove us into, 
God has provided perspective 
we badly need, yes, even crave? 

What really gets you down? 
Maybe economy, politics, sor-
row, trouble, rumors, falsehood, 
families, wars, persecution or 
simply dread of the future? 
What valley are you walking 
through? The challenge in the 
valley is this: remembering that 
God is bigger than all those 
things and works His purposes 
despite (and often because of) 
those things being present (Ro-
mans 8:28). Consider how better 
to cultivate God’s perspective in 

the valley: 
Turn off or minimize mes-

sages that cause you to focus 
on the valleys. Want to get de-
pressed really quickly? Look at 
news, newsfeeds, front page 
articles, conspiracy theories, etc. 
You will adopt a fearful, despair-
ing, negative mentality pretty 
quickly. Minimize or eliminate 
the messages that will negative-
ly affect your trust in God (Ps. 
23:4; Matt. 14:28-33). Replace 
them with messages of trust and 
comfort (2 Cor. 1:3-7; Ps. 16). 

Cry out to the God who 
hears and cares for us (1 Pet. 
5:6-7). The psalmist cried out to 
God from the depths (lit. abyss, 
deep ditch) (Ps. 130:1). Peter 
cried out from the water rapidly 
engulfing him (Matt. 14:30). 
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CRAVING PERSPECTIVE 
IN THE VALLEY

TRUSTING IN THE LORD 
In view of all that’s going on it’s my honest opinion that 

people, even brothers and sisters in Christ are simply 
_______________ 

There is a point that God finally says, “__________________!” 

David made a __________________ decision to trust God 

You have to make a decision—I am either going to handle 
this __________________ way or __________________ way 

David knew that God was __________ ____________ 
____________ 

David’s concludes that he will continue to be _____________ 
to God 

David said he would continue to __________________ for 
God 

I must continue to put God __________ and ______________ 
in my life 

I must continue to __________________ my fellowman the 
way I should 

To do any less than these things clearly __________________ 
the fact that you do not really trust God
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PRAYER LIST 
Amber (Blanton) Gilliland 
Has been transferred to Prince-
ton hospital. She remains very, 
very sick and is in great need 
of our prayers.  

Carrie Smith 
Deb Bray’s sister, is now at 
home recovering from double 
pneumonia and a kidney infec-
tion. 

James (Bo) Myers 
Is now at home and continues 
to recover from pneumonia.  

Julie Bray 
Had a successful surgery and is 
now at home recovering. She is 
in a lot of pain at this time. 
Please continue to pray for her. 

Allen and Melissa Webster 
Have both tested positive for 
Covid. Please remember them 
in prayer as they recover.  

Jimmie Courington 
Is feeling a little better as she 
recovers from Covid. 

Dale Nunnelley  
Is doing some better as she 
recovers from Covid, but is still 
in need of our prayers.  

Tommy Johnson 
Has tested positive for Covid 
and is at home recovering. 

ON THE WEB 
FACEBOOK.COM/MIDWAY-

CHURCHJASPER 

MIDWAYCOFC.COM

To worship along 
with us online, go to 
our FaceBook page 
facebook.com/mid-
waychurchjasper or 
search for Midway 
church of Christ on 
YouTube. 
To g e t u p d a t e s 
about the videos, 
like us on FaceBook 
or subscribe to our 
YouTube channel. If 
you are having to 
stay home due to 
COVID-19 be sure to 
tune in during our 
regular service time.
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NEWS AND NOTES  NEWS AND NOTES
CONNECT 
WITH US!

Andy Baker  
Rosenberg, TX

Many of us drown in sorrows created in our 
lives instead of turning our eyes upon the One 
who raises us to stand on higher ground! Con-
sider that when we go through the valleys, it is 
a reminder that there is nothing we ourselves 
possess or call upon that can get us out of the 
valley (see Jer. 9:23-24). God wants us to cry 
out to Him. He hears. He cares. Where do you 
turn when you don’t know where to turn (Jas. 
4:8-10)? 

Follow Jesus through the valley. God has 
not promised us that He will remove the val-
leys (Ps. 23:4), rather that He will be with us in 
the valley. Jesus faithfully followed God and it 
led Him to the cross. Yet, through His valley, 
He did not grumble or complain. He did not 
charge God falsely or lash out at others. In-
stead, He patiently bore the cross, and He 
compels us to do the same (Luke 9:23). In fact, 
He learned obedience through His suffering 
(Heb. 5:8). God is leading us to higher ground 
if we will be patient and follow Jesus faithfully 
through our valley (Phil. 3:8-14).

REJOICE 
Our hearts rejoice with Tim 
Blanton, who recently re-
sponded asking for prayers of 
forgiveness and to be restored 
to the Lord. Please make sure 
and encourage Tim at every 
opportunity you may have. 

THANK YOU 
Thank you all for thinking of our family 

during this difficult time. Your thoughts and 
prayers are deeply appreciated. Johnnie 
knew I love so many of you.  

Thank you again,  
Annette, Karen and Jessica (Johnnie 

Shumate’s family)

WELCOME 
We are so excited to announce 
that Suzy Blackwood has 
placed membership with us 
here at Midway! We look for-
ward to continuing to work 
along side Suzy. 

ANNOUCEMENT 
This letter is to inform you that 
I will be stepping down as a 
deacon as of January 10th, 
2021. Thank you for every op-
portunity you have allowed me 
to work with this wonderful 
congregation. My family and I 
wish you all the best in the fu-
ture.  
In Christian Love,  
Billy Thompson
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