
vidually come to Christ (Romans 
5:17-21; Acts 2:38-41). As Ezekiel 
records, “Therefore I will judge 
you, O house of Israel, every one 
according to his ways, saith the 
Lord Jehovah” (v.30). We have 
such a God now (Romans 2:2-11). 

Our text also shows that man 
can change from wicked to right-
eous and from righteous to 
wicked. Free agency is not limited 
to a one-way street. “If the wicked 
turn from all his sins that he hath 
committed, and keep all my 
statutes…he shall surely live.” 
“But when the righteous turneth 
away from his righteousness…
None of his righteous deeds…
shall be remembered in his tres-
pass…and in his sin…in them 
shall he die” (vs. 21-24). 

We are not judged by our past 
performance. To put it in New 
Testament words, it is not enough 
that we once came into God’s 
light. We must continue “walking 
in the light.” The Jew pointed to 
his ancestry and past glory, and 
we drag out our baptismal certifi-
cate but God says, “What are you 
now! Are you striving to follow me 
today?” If you have been tempt-
ed to believe some sort of “cloak 
of righteousness” is spread over 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
Worship (Auditorium) 9:30 AM ..............
Worship (Fellowship Hall) 10:30 AM ......
Due to COVID-19, we are not meeting on 
Sunday and Wednesday evenings. Please 

join us online for our evening Bible studies.

OCTOBER 18TH, 2020 17010 HIGHWAY 69 JASPER, AL 35501

Ezekiel 18 is a marvelous 
chapter on the fairness and jus-
tice of God. Its message is in an 
Old Testament setting, but it por-
trays an attribute of God which is 
unchanged; and it should be 
read today—with care. 

The Israelites had a proverb: 
“The fathers have eaten sour 
grapes, and the children’s teeth 
are set on edge,” by which they 
blamed their troubles on an ear-
lier generation. God said, yes, 
your fathers sinned, but “ye have 
done evi l more than your 
fathers.” “Every one shall die for 
his own iniquity: every man that 
eateth the sour grapes, his teeth 
shall be set on edge” (Jeremiah 
16:10-f. 31:29-30). 

“The soul that sinneth, it shall 
die: the son shall not bear the 

iniquity of the father, neither shall 
the father bear the iniquity of the 
son.” The physical and environ-
mental consequences of one 
generation’s sin may affect gen-
erations to come (Exodus 20:5, 
34:7) but God categorically de-
nies that the guilt of one is 
passed to another. By one man 
(Adam) sin entered the world, 
and so spiritual death; but all die 
(spiritually) “for that all have 
sinned” (Romans 5:12). THE 
death (see Greek) and THE right-
eousness (the extremes, viewed 
metaphorically) are through or by 
Adam and Christ respectively. 
But we are condemned as indi-
viduals, on the basis of individual 
s ins; and made r ighteous, 
through forgiveness, as we indi-

—Continued on Back Page
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the impenitent sinner that his past 
answers for today, read Ezekiel 18 
carefully. (And study the subjunc-
tive present “IF” we ”walk” and 
“confess” of 1 John1:7-9.) 

God says, through Ezekiel, 
“For I have no pleasure in the 
death of him that dieth—where-
fore turn yourselves, and live” (v. 
32). This idea is expressed in 2 
Peter 3:9 where we are told, “The 
Lord is…not willing that any 
should perish, but that all should 
come to repentance.” The deci-
sion, in this life, is ours. We say 
“Yes” or “No” to God—for a 
time! But we must meet Him in 
final judgment, where He will de-
termine our eternal destiny. Are 
we doomed to repeat the errors 
of Ezekiel’s day despite our ad-
vantage in Christ?

Robert Turner 
Auburn, AL

SOUR GRAPES AND 
JUSTICE



WEEKLY STATISTICS 
SUNDAY OCTOBER 11th, 2020 

ATTENDANCE:       
  9:30 Worship                       84 
10:30 Worship                       42 
TOTAL:                                126 

CONTRIBUTION: 
Weekly Budget:             $6,049 
Contribution last week:   6,385 
Over Budget:                     336

PRAYER LIST 
Belinda Davis 
Has shown great signs of im-
provement and the doctors will 
begin weaning her off the vent 
soon. Please pray for her dur-
ing this transition and that she 
continues to improve. The rest 
of her family are doing much 
better as well and are thankful 
for the prayers and support of 
the church.  

Roy Odom 
Is now at home and will con-
tinue his physical therapy. 
Please remember him in your 
prayers as he continues to re-
cover.  

Charlotte Sartain 
Friend of Marlene and Bill 
Hyde, has leukemia and is re-
ceiving treatment at UAB. 

Flo Steadman 
Aunt to Joy Tubbs, had surgery 
this past week. Please remem-
ber her in your prayers as she 
recovers.  

Nell Courington 
Sister in law of Sharon Couring-
ton, is scheduled to have a 
small cancer removed from her 
head Thursday.  

ON THE WEB 
FACEBOOK.COM/MIDWAY-

CHURCHJASPER 

MIDWAYCOFC.COM

T o w a t c h t h e 
livestream of our 
service go to our 
F a c e B o o k p a g e 
facebook.com/mid-
waychurchjasper or 
go to our website 
m i d w a y c o f c . c o m 
and click the “Watch 
Live” button. To get 
updates about the 
livestream, like us on 
FaceBook. If you are 
having to stay home 
due to the current 
COVID-19 outbreak 
be sure to tune in 
during our regular 
service time.

WATCH 
ONLINE

CONTACT US 
OFFICE PHONE: 
(205) 221-2760 

OFFICE@MIDWAYCOFC.COM

NEWS AND NOTES
Online giving is available on our website. Go 

to www.midwaycofc.com/giving.” The page will 
have a green button labeled “Give.” Click that 
button and to give online. 

You can give by bank draft or credit card. We 
suggest creating an account. 

If you select the option to cover the fees, it 
will add about 3% to your contribution for cred-
it cards or 1% for bank transfers, and it will off-
set all fees charged by the processor. 

Please Note: The company we are using for 
online giving is named Tithe.ly. We know tithing 
is not a New Testament commandment, but this 
company is one of the best solutions for online 
giving. If you have questions, please see Mark 
or one of our elders.

 ONLINE GIVING

GOSPEL MEETING 

Brilliant Church of Christ 

October 18th-21st, 2020 

Guest Speaker: James Wyers 

Service Times: 

Sunday Bible Study at 10AM 

Morning Worship at 10:45AM 

Evening Worship at 7:30PM 

Monday-Wednesday at 7PM 

“And He said to them, Go into all 
the world and preach the gospel to 

every creature” 
Mark 16:15 

 

THANK YOU 

Midway family,  
Thank you for the cards, food, flowers and kind 
expressions of sympathy shown during the loss 
of our dad. Your thoughtfulness and kindness is 
appreciated more than we can express. Thank 
you. 
In Christian Love, Carol Ford and Kathy Dunn 

Brothers and Sisters,  
We the family of Lance Bonner want you to 
know how much we appreciate your love and 
support during his sickness and at his passing. 
We cannot thank you enough for those who 
prepared the delicious food and those who 
were there to serve. It was a blessing for us.  
Thank you again, the Bonner Family
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