
draw myself and simply say, “this 
is got to be different now…and 
it’s going to be different from now 
on.” God doesn’t expect that we 
will know everything when we be-
come Christ’s disciple. God 
doesn’t expect that we will be 
perfect when we become Christ’s 
disciple (if we were, we wouldn’t 
need His blood to cleanse us). 
However, God does expect con-
tinual growth in His way as disci-
ples of Jesus otherwise, we might 
be operating with an old mindset 
not a new mindset (2 Peter 3:18). 

Keep your eyes focused on 
the goal. Kevin Hahn gave a 
great analogy recently: “Corona”-
virus means “crown.” People are 
worried about it and you can see 
it on their faces—the precautions 
they take, the worry, the changes 
they’ve made. They have in their 
minds a goal not to get it. Disci-
ples of Jesus ought to have it 
seen in their faces that they are 
focused on the “crown” of right-
eousness. We’ve changed our 
thinking such that we’ve set a 
goal and that we will obtain it no 
matter what! (2 Timothy 4:7-8; 
James 1:12). 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
Worship (41y/o & above) 9:30 AM .........
Worship (40y/o & below) 10:30 AM .......
Due to COVID-19, we are not meeting on 
Sunday and Wednesday evenings. Please 

join us online for our evening Bible studies.
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The past two months have 
drastically changed our thinking. 
If you don’t think so, go into a 
public place and start coughing 
and see the reactions (on second 
thought, don’t do that). There 
will always be a “BC” (before 
COVID) means of thinking, and 
there will now be an “AD” (after 
distancing) thinking. However, 
this new way of thinking causes 
me to think of the parallels be-
tween the mindset of a disciple 
of Jesus. Here are some compar-
isons to consider: 

There is no going back only 
going forward. It does no good 
to constantly live in the past. In 
fact, a person who lives in the 
past will find their present tainted 
and their future bleak. The Jew-
ish Christians to whom Hebrews 
was written badly needed this 

reminder that what they had be-
fore them was far better than 
what they left behind them (He-
brews 11:37-12:3). 

Old habits are replaced with 
new habits. Has anyone tried not 
touching their face so much? Has 
anyone forgotten to suppress a 
cough in the hardware store? Old 
habits die hard. Yet, when we 
look at the changes that happen 
when a person becomes a disci-
ple of Jesus, over and over the 
Bible emphasizes that those old 
sinful habits must “die” (Luke 
9:23; Romans 6:1-4; Colossians 
3:1-10). 

Time is required to process 
changes. There have been many 
times throughout the last two 
months, where I’ve had to with-
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Near the end of the book of 
Hosea, the prophet delivers a 
message from God that relates to 
the time of the Messiah’s king-
dom. That means it is a message 
for members of the church of the 
Lord.  

That’s you and me. 

Here’s the message: “I will heal 
their apostasy. I will love them 
freely” (14:4). Did you catch that 
last part? I will love them “freely,” 
a word that means “without re-
straint.” A God infinite in power 
imparting love without restraint? 

That boggles my mind. How 
about yours?

Eddie Parrish 
Bedford, TX

WITHOUT 
RESTRAINT

THINKING ABOUT 
A NEW WAY OF THINKING



PRAYER LIST 
David Blanton 
Is doing well following his pro-
cedure for kidney stones this 
past week. 

ON THE WEB 
FACEBOOK.COM/MIDWAY-

CHURCHJASPER 

MIDWAYCOFC.COM

T o w a t c h t h e 
livestream of our 
service go to our 
F a c e B o o k p a g e 
facebook.com/mid-
waychurchjasper or 
go to our website 
m i d w a y c o f c . c o m 
and click the “Watch 
Live” button. To get 
updates about the 
livestream, like us on 
FaceBook. If you are 
having to stay home 
due to the current 
COVID-19 outbreak 
be sure to tune in 
during our regular 
service time.

WATCH 
ONLINE

CONTACT US 
OFFICE PHONE: 
(205) 221-2760 

OFFICE@MIDWAYCOFC.COM

NEWS AND NOTES
Online giving is available on our website. Go 

to www.midwaycofc.com/giving.” The page will 
have a green button labeled “Give.” Click that 
button and to give online. 

You can give by bank draft or credit card. We 
suggest creating an account. 

If you select the option to cover the fees, it 
will add about 3% to your contribution for cred-
it cards or 1% for bank transfers, and it will off-
set all fees charged by the processor. 

Please Note: The company we are using for 
online giving is named Tithe.ly. We know tithing 
is not a New Testament commandment, but this 
company is one of the best solutions for online 
giving. If you have questions, please see Mark 
or one of our elders.

 ONLINE GIVING

EVENTS 
Ladies Day at 

New Hope Church of Christ  

August 8th 

9:00AM 

Guest Speakers will be  

Janice Alexander  

and 

 Jennifer Nichols 

Topic: Radiant Faith 

Psalms 34:5 

“They looked to Him and were 
radiant, And  their faces were 

not ashamed.”

 

WEEKLY STATISTICS 
SUNDAY JULY 26th, 2020 

ATTENDANCE:       
  9:30 Worship                       75 
10:30 Worship                       44 
TOTAL:                                119 

CONTRIBUTION: 
Weekly Budget:             $6,049 
Contribution last week:   5,541 
Under Budget:                   508 

REMINDERS 
If you are still unable to wor-
ship with us and are in need of 
Lord Supper supplies or collec-
tion envelopes please be sure 
to let Mark or one of our elders 
know and we will be happy to 
arrange getting these items to 
you.  

May the God of hope fill you with 
all Joy and Peace  

SYMPATHY 
We extend our condolences to 
the family of Phyllis Gilliland, a 
long-time employee of Jasper 
City Schools. She passed away 
on Monday as a result of 
Covid. Continue to remember 
her family in your prayers at 
this time.  
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