
reveal whether we are people 
of faith and optimism, or peo-
ple of pessimism and defeat. 
There are three basic differ-
ences in the way optimists and 
pessimists react. 

The first is that the optimist 
sees a setback as temporary, 
while the pessimist sees it as 
permanent. When David’s in-
fant child died, he saw it only 
as a temporary separation. 
Even after praying and fasting 
that the child  would not die, 
his faith in God never wavered. 
He could not bring the child 
back, but he said, “I will go to 
him” (2 Sam. 12:23). Even 
death is not permanent for 
those with faith in God. 

The second difference is 
that the optimist sees difficul-
ties as specific, while the pes-
simist sees them as pervasive. 
David’s sin with Bathsheba was 
not allowed to destroy his 
whole life and eternity. He 
messed up big time, but he 
dealt with it as the specific sin 
it was, repented, and went on 
to live as a man with the heart 
of God. His fa i lure with 

Bathsheba did not cause his 
whole life to be a failure. 

The third difference is that 
optimists view events as exter-
nal, while pessimists interpret 
events as personal. King Saul’s 
repeated attempts to kill David 
was seen by David as rebellion 
against God, not him personal-
ly. He would not raise his hand 
against Saul because he still 
saw him as the Lord’s anoint-
ed. Difficulties are most often 
simply external circumstances, 
not personal attacks. 

Learn from David to live by 
faith and optimism. Look upon 
the inevitable setbacks that 
you face as being temporary, 
specific, and external. 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
Worship (41y/o & above) 9:30 AM .........
Worship (40y/o & below) 10:30 AM .......
Due to COVID-19, we are not meeting on 
Sunday and Wednesday evenings. Please 

join us online for our evening Bible studies.
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FAITH AND 
OPTIMISM

When your cup runs over, is 
it a blessing, or a mess? Is 
your glass half full or half emp-
ty? Do you make difficulties 
out of your opportunities, or 
opportunities out of your diffi-
culties? Are you the kind that 
complains about the noise 
when opportunity knocks? Do 
you claim to be an optimist 
who doubts that being one 
really helps? 

I was reading Psalm 23 this 
week, and it occurred to me 
that King David was a true op-
timist. “I am never in need…
green pastures…peaceful wa-
ters…paths of righteousness…
my cup overf lows…even 
though I walk through the dark 
valley of death, because you 

are with me, I fear no harm…
your rod and staff give me 
courage.” His faith in God en-
abled him to overcome obsta-
cles that would derail our 
faith. His faith in God allowed 
him to see winning possibili-
ties in horrible circumstances. 
Remember how he faced a 
lion, a bear, a giant, and a 
mentally unstable king? Re-
member how he faced the 
death of a child, and rebellion 
within his own family? His faith 
empowered him to live with 
optimism and assurance of 
victory. 

When faced with setbacks 
and difficulties, our reactions 
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PRAYER LIST 
Shirley Barker 
Grandmother of Meci Dunn 
has been discharged from the 
hospital and is now at home.  

Emily Crump 
Did not have her oral surgery 
this past Friday. It will be 
rescheduled to a later date.  

Steve Addison 
Father to Grant Addison, had 
surgery last week and is now at 
home doing well. 

Please continue to remember 
those in our area nursing 
homes who are being affected 
by the Covid-19 virus 

ON THE WEB 
FACEBOOK.COM/MIDWAY-

CHURCHJASPER 

MIDWAYCOFC.COM

T o w a t c h t h e 
livestream of our 
service go to our 
F a c e B o o k p a g e 
facebook.com/mid-
waychurchjasper or 
go to our website 
m i d w a y c o f c . c o m 
and click the “Watch 
Live” button. To get 
updates about the 
livestream, like us on 
FaceBook. If you are 
having to stay home 
due to the current 
COVID-19 outbreak 
be sure to tune in 
during our regular 
service time.

CONNECT 
WITH US!

WATCH 
ONLINE

CONTACT US 
OFFICE PHONE: 
(205) 221-2760 

OFFICE@MIDWAYCOFC.COM

NEWS AND NOTES
Online giving is available on our website. Go 

to www.midwaycofc.com/giving.” The page will 
have a green button labeled “Give.” Click that 
button and to give online. 

You can give by bank draft or credit card. We 
suggest creating an account. 

If you select the option to cover the fees, it 
will add about 3% to your contribution for cred-
it cards or 1% for bank transfers, and it will off-
set all fees charged by the processor. 

Please Note: The company we are using for 
online giving is named Tithe.ly. We know tithing 
is not a New Testament commandment, but this 
company is one of the best solutions for online 
giving. If you have questions, please see Mark 
or one of our elders.

 ONLINE GIVING

EVENTS 

Ladies Day at 

New Hope Church of Christ  

August 8th 

9:00AM 

Guest Speakers will be  

Janice Alexander  

and 

 Jennifer Nichols 

Topic: Radiant Faith 

Psalms 34:5 

“They looked to Him and were 
radiant, And  their faces were 

not ashamed.”

 

WEEKLY STATISTICS 
SUNDAY JULY 12th, 2020 

ATTENDANCE:       
  9:30 Worship                       70 
10:30 Worship                       36 
TOTAL:                                106 

CONTRIBUTION: 
Weekly Budget:             $6,049 
Contribution last week:   5,322 
Under Budget:                   727 

“Now faith is the 
substance of things 

hoped for,  
the evidence of 

things not seen.” 
Hebrews 11:1 
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