
In Daniel chapter 5, we read 
about how a man was stripped of 
his blessings. The man’s name 
was Belshazzar, one of the rulers 
of ancient Babylon. This fellow 
was rich and powerful. As is often 
the case with those born rich, he 
was arrogant and irreligious. 

One night, Belshazzar was par-
tying and getting drunk. He and 
his friends were profaning Jeho-
vah God. Then a frightening 
event occurred. A hand appeared 
and wrote a message on the wall. 
It was a message of judgment. 
No one could read and under-
stand the message but Daniel the 
prophet. 

Daniel told the king that he 
would lose everything, Then, 
Daniel made this judgment plain 
with these words: “you did not 
honor the God who holds in his 
hand your life and all your 
ways” (Daniel 5:23b). 

Americans were given much 
yet in one short month things 
have come crashing down due to 
the Covid-19 virus. People have 
died. Many have lost their jobs. 
The economy has tanked. Re-
tirement funds dropped to almost 
nothing. We saw people act with 
mob mentality as they stockpiled 

anything from toilet paper to 
food and medicine. Some citizens 
were arming themselves in case 
the mobs became riots. 

Make no mistake about it, the 
coronavirus is an evil thing. But, 
might I suggest that the Lord is 
using this virus to remind the irre-
ligious of our nation that He is still 
in control. Could it be that God is 
saying: “You were rich and 
healthy and powerful, but you did 
not honor the God who gave you 
these blessings?” 

I know that if our nation will 
turn back to God; then, He will 
bless us once again (2 Chronicles 
7:14). Likewise, if we, as individu-
als, will turn our hearts to the 
Lord, we will be blessed (Acts 
3:19).

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
 Video Worship 10:00 AM .......
Due to the current situation with the 
COVID-19 virus we are not meeting 

in our building. Join us online.
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CHRIST 
OVER CONSPIRACY

LET’S READ THE WRITING ON THE WALL

When tragedies and disasters 
occur—like our present pandem-
ic—conspiracies abound. The 
temptation to believe them is 
strong because they make sense 
of an otherwise senseless event. 
They grant us the power to place 
blame at the feet of someone, 
rather than remain a victim of con-
fusion. They provide comfort in 
the calamity by legitimizing them-
selves with partial truths and creat-
ing a common enemy (usually a 
corporation or government). 

Our present culture is rife with 
false news stories which appear 
legitimate. We cling to them be-
cause, often, they solidify our prior 
suspicions and make us feel supe-
rior to others who aren’t “in the 
know.” Our post-modern world 
has fashioned a society where 
there is no shared truth, no norma-
tive sources of information—you 
have your facts, and I have mine. 

Yet, however legitimate you 

may feel a conspiracy is, as God’s 
people we must “have nothing to 
do with irreverent, silly myths” (1 
Tim. 4:7 ESV) and “Do not call 
conspiracy all that this people calls 
conspiracy, and do not fear what 
they fear, nor be in dread” (Isa. 
8:12). During times like this we 
should be focused on training our-
selves for godliness (1 Tim. 4:8). 
We should use our time wisely to 
discipline our intellects for holy 
pursuits, so that we are better 
prepared to display a dignified, 
sober, and joyful life before the 
world. 

The last thing the world needs 
is for Christians to become con-
sumed with conspiracies. They 
need hope, clear headed thinking, 
wisdom, and charity. They need 
the church to be the Kingdom of 
Heaven—not the kingdom of 
hearsay.

Jacob Rutledge

Larry Fitzgerald
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Mark Howell (205) 300-4878 .........
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PRAYER LIST  
Margaret Guthrie 
Wife of Jerry Guthrie, is 
scheduled to have knee re-
placement surgery tomorrow, 
May 18th. Please include her 
in your thoughts and prayers 
during her time of surgery 
and recovery.   

Amelia Key 
2 year old daughter of Juston 
and Alyssa Key, friends of the 
McCaleb family, has recently 
been diagnosed with T-Cell 
Lymphoblastic Lymphoma 
and began chemo this past 
week. Please remember  

“Millie Cate” and her family 
in your prayers.  

SYMPATHY 
We extend our condolences 
to the family of Jean Willcutt 
and family in the passing of 
her brother, Rex Guin. Please 
remember this family in your 
prayers at this time. 

CONGRATULATIONS 
CLASS OF 2020 

“GRADUATION” 

Graduation is here, you’ve really come far, 
Rejoice and be happy, accept who you are.  
Address everyday with purpose and aim, 
Decide what you want, make living your game. 
Understand and discover, 
Always be true, 
The world is your canvas 
Inviting and new. 
Opportunity awaits you, just walk through the door, 
New moments each day are yours to explore

ON THE WEB 
FACEBOOK.COM/MIDWAY-

CHURCHJASPER 

MIDWAYCOFC.COM

T o w a t c h t h e 
livestream of our 
service go to our 
F a c e B o o k p a g e 
facebook.com/mid-
waychurchjasper or 
go to our website 
m i d w a y c o f c . c o m 
and click the “Watch 
Live” button. To get 
updates about the 
livestream, like us on 
FaceBook. If you are 
having to stay home 
due to the current 
COVID-19 outbreak 
be sure to tune in 
during our regular 
service time.

CONNECT 
WITH US!

WATCH 
ONLINE

CONTACT US 
OFFICE PHONE: 
(205) 221-2760 

OFFICE@MIDWAYCOFC.COM

NEWS AND NOTES  ONLINE GIVING
Online giving is available on our website. 

Go to www.midwaycofc.com/giving.” The 
page will have a green button labeled “Give.” 
Click that button and to give online. 

You can give by bank draft or credit card. 
We suggest creating an account. 

If you select the option to cover the fees, it 
will add about 3% to your contribution for 
credit cards or 1% for bank transfers, and it 
will offset all fees charged by the processor. 

Please Note: The company we are using for 
online giving is named Tithe.ly. We know 
tithing is not a New Testament command-
ment, but this company is one of the best so-
lutions for online giving. If you have ques-
tions, please see Mark or one of our elders.

CLASS OF 2020 
Congratulations class of 
2020! You made it! We are all 
so proud of you and your 
great accomplishments. We 
know you are all going to do 
great things in life and we 
have loved watching each of 
you grow into who you are 
today. As each of you adven-
ture into your own individual 
journey, we want you to al-
ways remember that we love 
you and that we are always 
here for you. We pray that 
you will always keep God first 
and succeed in all that you 
do. We are always just a 
phone call away and want 
you to never forget that Mid-
way will always welcome you 
home! We hope that you will 
stay tuned after Mark’s lesson 
tonight for a special presenta-
tion for our graduation se-
niors. Congratulations,  

Ayden Howell, Ben Patton, 
Brody Harbison, Ella Med-
ders, Gary Reno, Mack Fuller, 
 and Savannah Smallwood 

http://facebook.com/midwaychurchjasper
http://facebook.com/midwaychurchjasper
http://midwaycofc.com
http://facebook.com/midwaychurchjasper
http://facebook.com/midwaychurchjasper
http://midwaycofc.com
http://www.midwaycofc.com/giving
http://www.midwaycofc.com/giving

