
The Bible gives many compar-
isons of God’s constant care for 
His children. In the 103rd Psalm 
and in Proverbs 3, God is depict-
ed as a concerned and disciplin-
ing father. Isaiah 27 mentions 
God as a gardener tending His 
garden. And in the 23rd Psalm, 
we read of God as a shepherd. 

But when God through Isaiah 
illustrated how great His love was 
for Israel, He likened it to the love 
of a mother for her child: “As one 
whom his mother comforts, so I 
will comfort you” (Isaiah 66:13, 
see also Isaiah 49:15). Truly, there 
is nothing more natural than for a 
mother to cherish, care for, and 
comfort her child. Note, for ex-
ample: 

• The unconditional love 
mothers demonstrate for their 
children is probably the closest 
thing on earth to His incredible 
love for us. 

• The gentle tenderness a 
mother expresses in handling her 
newborn child is so reminiscent of 
the tender loving care God 
promises to all the faithful. 

• The sincere sympathy moth-
ers show for hurt elbows and hurt 
hearts is very much like the heart-
felt compassion God feels and 

gives to each of us. 

• The sacrifice and unselfish-
ness mothers exhibit time and 
time again toward their children 
reminds us of how benevolent 
and generous God has been to 
you and me. 

• The soft special kisses and 
the always sweet smiles that 
mothers so generously give can 
help us to understand and appre-
ciate the joy God has for us now 
and forevermore. 

Just watch a mother with her 
child sometime. Take note of the 
sacrifice, dedication, care, ten-
derness, love, comfort, and joy 
she exhibits. Then remember that 
this is the way God loves us. 

So thank you, mothers, for giv-
ing us a glimpse of God’s im-
mense love!
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A MOTHER’S 
STEADFAST LOVE

LEARNING FROM A MOTHER’S LOVE

The love of a mother is one 
of the most powerful forces 
known to man. A beautiful Bible 
picture of motherhood is found 
in the woman named Hannah. 
In 1 Samuel 1, we read about 
her faithful prayer asking God 
to bless her with a child. She 
promised God that she would 
dedicate him to the service of 
the Lord. 

When the child Samuel was 
born, Hannah kept her promise. 
Although she left Samuel in the 
service of the temple at around 
age two or three, she never 
forgot him. She continued to 
make him a robe to wear each 
year, and delivered it to him 
herself (1 Samuel 2:19). One 
can only imagine the care she 

went through thinking of his 
needs as he grew, even though 
he wasn’t with her. What a faith-
ful mother! 

By her faithful remembrance 
of Samuel, Hannah was exhibit-
ing one of the characteristics of 
God. Isaiah 49:15 says, “Can a 
woman forget her nursing child, 
and not have compassion on 
the son of her womb? Surely 
they may forget, yet I will not 
forget you.” God has such a 
powerful love for His people. 
He never forgets His children! 

Your mother certainly loves 
you. But what great comfort we 
can take today in knowing God 
loves you even more! Let us be 
thankful for such steadfast love!

Matt Clifton

Edd Sterchi
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PRAYER LIST  
Kathy Gunter 
Had knee replacement surgery this 
past Wednesday and is now home 
recovering and doing well. 

Bud and Wilma Howell 
Mark’s mom and dad are doing bet-
ter and his mother, Wilma, received 
a good report at the doctor this 
week. 

Mark Barker 
Is currently in UAB hospital under-
going test for severe pain in his 
abdomen.  

Amelia Key 
2 year old daughter of  
Juston and Alyssa Key, friends of 
Hunter and Caitlyn McCaleb, is cur-
rently in ICU at Scottish Rite in At-
lanta undergoing test for a large 
mass found in her chest and ab-
domen.  

SYMPATHY 
Our deepest sympathy is extended 
to the family of Johnny Hill, Deb 
Bray’s cousin, who passed away last 
week. Funeral services were held 
this past Wednesday. Our prayers 
are with this family at this time.  

Our sincere sympathy is extended 
to the family of Gay Howard, Ms. 
Howard was the grandmother of 
Kaitlyn Raymond, friend of Ben Pat-
ton, who passed away last week-
end. Please remember this family in 
prayer at this time. 

ON THE WEB 
FACEBOOK.COM/MIDWAY-

CHURCHJASPER 

MIDWAYCOFC.COM

T o w a t c h t h e 
livestream of our 
service go to our 
F a c e B o o k p a g e 
facebook.com/mid-
waychurchjasper or 
go to our website 
m i d w a y c o f c . c o m 
and click the “Watch 
Live” button. To get 
updates about the 
livestream, like us on 
FaceBook. If you are 
having to stay home 
due to the current 
COVID-19 outbreak 
be sure to tune in 
during our regular 
service time.

CONNECT 
WITH US!

WATCH 
ONLINE

CONTACT US 
OFFICE PHONE: 
(205) 221-2760 

OFFICE@MIDWAYCOFC.COM

NEWS AND NOTES  ONLINE GIVING
Online giving is available on our website. 

Go to www.midwaycofc.com/giving.” The 
page will have a green button labeled “Give.” 
Click that button and to give online. 

You can give by bank draft or credit card. 
We suggest creating an account. 

If you select the option to cover the fees, it 
will add about 3% to your contribution for 
credit cards or 1% for bank transfers, and it 
will offset all fees charged by the processor. 

Please Note: The company we are using for 
online giving is named Tithe.ly. We know 
tithing is not a New Testament command-
ment, but this company is one of the best so-
lutions for online giving. If you have ques-
tions, please see Mark or one of our elders.

UPDATES 
Summer is almost here and with it 
comes the time to celebrate the 
accomplishments of our youth. 
Specifically, we look forward to ac-
knowledging our high school se-
niors. We are excited to be working 
on a presentation and look forward 
to sending it out soon! Please be 
keeping an eye out for an email 
and message concerning this. Our 
graduating seniors this year are: 

Ayden Howell 
Ben Patton 
Brody Harbison 
Ella Medders 
Gary Reno 
Mack Fuller 
Savannah Smallwood 

Addresses will be emailed out with 
the senior presentation for those 
who would like to acknowledge 
these individuals. We are all very 
proud of them and know they will 
all do great things in the future. 

Please also be looking for a letter 
from the elders this upcoming week 
with details of when we are able to 
join back together physically. We all 
look forward to this upcoming date 
and want to make everyone aware 
of some suggestion to keep us all 
healthy as we come together to 
serve our awesome God! I love you 
and miss you all and am looking  
forward to a great summer this year. 

Keith 

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY 

My mother kept a garden, a garden of the 
heart. She planted all the good things that 
gave my life its start. She turned me to the 

sunshine and encouraged me to dream, 
fostering and nurturing the seeds of  

self-esteem. And when the winds and rains 
came she protected me enough, but not 
too much because she knew I needed to 

grow strong and tough. Her constant good 
example always taught me right from 

wrong. Markers for my pathway that will last 
a lifetime long. I am my mother’s garden. I 
am her legacy and I hope today she feels 

the love reflected back from me. 
- Author Unkown
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