
same person’s money and well-
being? Did God promise to pro-
vide the necessities of life or not 
(Matthew 6:33)? Why then be so 
angry with elected officials to the 
point of saying things about 
them that is unbecoming of any 
Christian? Why put so much em-
phasis on their control rather 
than God’s control of them? 

For me, the real head scratch-
ing comes as to how the “faith” 
of those folks so rapidly dissipat-
ed and has seemingly disap-
peared. Did they believe God 
was in control before? Do they 
not feel God is still in control? If 
they say they still believe God is 
in control, then can someone 
please explain where all their 
“Super Christian faith” has gone? 

Please understand this article 
is not coming from an unsympa-
thetic standpoint. I realize many 
people are not able to earn a liv-
ing at their normal jobs right 
now. I know finances and bank 
accounts are suffering. But that in 
no way means I should cast out 
my faith in God and begin trusting 
in someone or something else. 

What I am calling on every 
single Christian to do at this time 
is take a long, hard look at our-
selves and our faith. Jesus made 
it clear we have to make a 
choice. He said, “No one can 

serve two masters, for either he 
will hate the one and love the 
other, or he will be devoted to 
the one and despise the other. 
You cannot serve God and 
money” (Matthew 6:24). By inspi-
ration, the wise man wrote: 
“Whoever trusts in his riches will 
fall, but the righteous will flourish 
like a green leaf” (Proverbs 11:28). 

You see, how we react right 
now (in the face of potential 
hardship) is the real indicator of 
what our faith truly is. “But if God 
so clothes the grass of the field, 
which today is alive and tomor-
row is thrown into the oven, will 
he not much more clothe you, O 
you of little faith?” (Matthew 
6:30). Do not be one of “little 
faith”! “Trust in the LORD forev-
er, for the LORD GOD is an ever-
lasting rock.” (Isaiah 26:4)

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
 Video Worship 10:00 AM .......
Due to the current situation with the 
COVID-19 virus we are not meeting 

in our building. Join us online.
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DO NOT BE ONE OF 
LITTLE FAITH

MIDWAY CHURCH OF CHRIST

Back in March I wrote an arti-
cle I called “Super Christian Syn-
drome.” In it I decried Christians 
who seemed to feel their faith 
must be much stronger than that 
of others because they were “not 
afraid of getting the virus.” 
“Whatever happens, happens” 
some wrote, “God is in control 
and He is going to take care of 
me no matter what.” 

I agree wholeheartedly that 
God is in control. He made an 
example of King Nebuchadnez-
zar by making him live in the 
fields and eat grass until he knew 
“that the Most High rules the 
kingdom of men and gives it to 
whom he will” (Daniel 4:25, 32). 

Now, something intrigues me. 
Some of the exact same people 
who so publicly boasted of their 
“faith” that God is in control and 

would protect them when faced 
with the prospect of getting sick 
are making me scratch my head 
in wonderment. You see, many of 
them are now clamoring for the 
government to do something. 
“If the governor or the president, 
or the authorities, whomever 
they may be, do not open up the 
businesses, I just don’t know 
what I am going to do…people 
can’t survive like this.” 

Understand, I am not arguing 
economics. I too, believe the 
powers that be should begin to 
look toward getting things back 
to a more normal routine. What is 
making me scratch my head is 
how God can be in control in re-
gard to a virus and a person’s 
health and well-being and not be 
in control when it comes to that 

Mark A. Howell
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YOUTH UPDATE CONT 
  If things were near normal, we 
would be shifting our attention 
to our graduating seniors within 
our Midway family.  To each of 
you we want you to know you 
are in our thoughts and prayers 
as you are truly in uncharted wa-
ters with having the school year 
cut short, possibilities of no 
formal graduation and still mov-
ing forward with your future.  
Please know that you are in our 
thoughts and prayers! 
  I am so looking forward to 
when we can assemble as God's 
family and worship together 
again.  I know we all are longing 
to see and visit with our Midway 
family.  Be sure to pray for our 
congregation and continued 
blessings and safety. 
Love ya, Keith 

SYMPATHY  
Our deepest sympathy is ex-
tended to Raymond and June 
Steadman in the death of their 
son, James Lynn Steadman. Fu-
neral services were held this 
past Friday. Please continue to 
remember this family in your 
prayers.   

WELCOME 
We are so excited to announce 
that Gail Wheeler has placed 
membership with our Midway 
family. We are so happy to have 
Gail here with us and look for-
ward to when we can all be to-
gether again! 

YOUTH UPDATE 
  Eddie did a great job with our 
mid week devotional thoughts 
this past week.  Thank You Ed-
die for your encouragement and 
leadership during your lesson. 
  Our Midway Youth and Midway 
Kids Ministries are so enjoyable.  
We have been enjoying bi-
weekly devotions and games for 
a few weeks now.  Everyone 
looks forward to our get togeth-
er during our ZOOM sessions.  I 
want to say Thank You to the 
parents for helping and encour-
aging the students to be on 
these sessions.  Special thanks 
to Anna Catherine for her as-
sistance in helping work out the 
technical portions and he and 
Ms Cathy for helping with the 
games.  Our Midway students 
are truly our lives and our 
future.  They are truly a blessing 
and we are forever grateful that 
we are a part of their lives.  
Congrats to Sailor and Lilly on 
moving up to the older youth 
group.  It's hard to believe they 
are going into the 7th grade!  
Initiation will take place at a lat-
er date, when we have a family 
devo upon a return to being 
able to get together. 
  Please continue to pray for our 
Midway family, our local leaders, 
elders, deacons and state and 
national leaders for guidance in 
the handling of the unknown 
during this virus pandemic.  We 
truly look forward and pray for 
the time that we will be able to 
assemble together in the future. 
  

ON THE WEB 
FACEBOOK.COM/MIDWAY-

CHURCHJASPER 

MIDWAYCOFC.COM

T o w a t c h t h e 
livestream of our 
service go to our 
F a c e B o o k p a g e 
facebook.com/mid-
waychurchjasper or 
click on the text 
message links we 
send out. To get up-
dates about the 
livestream, like us on 
FaceBook. Be sure 
to tune in and join in 
Sunday mornings at 
1 0 : 0 0 , S u n d a y 
evenings at 5:00, 
a n d W e d n e s d a y 
evenings at 6:30.

 ONLINE GIVING
CONNECT 
WITH US!

WATCH 
ONLINE

CONTACT US 
OFFICE PHONE: 
(205) 221-2760 

OFFICE@MIDWAYCOFC.COM

NEWS AND NOTES
Online giving is available on our website. 

Go to www.midwaycofc.com/giving.” The 
page will have a green button labeled “Give.” 
Click that button and to give online. 

You can give by bank draft or credit card. 
We suggest creating an account. 

If you select the option to cover the fees, it 
will add about 3% to your contribution for 
credit cards or 1% for bank transfers, and it 
will offset all fees charged by the processor. 

Please Note: The company we are using for 
online giving is named Tithe.ly. We know 
tithing is not a New Testament command-
ment, but this company is one of the best so-
lutions for online giving. If you have ques-
tions, please see Mark or one of our elders.

PRAYERS LIST 

Bud and Wilma Howell 
Mark Howell’s parents. His mother, Wilma 
Howell, is doing well following her back 
surgery that was this past Wednesday. His 
father, Bud Howell, has fallen several times 
recently. Please remember them in your 
prayers.  

Kathy Gunter 
Is scheduled for knee replacement surgery 
on May 1st. Please remember her as this 
date approaches.  

Michael Crabtree 
Kelly Blanton’s cousin, has recently been 
diagnosed with a brain tumor and will be 
undergoing surgery soon. Please remember 
him in your prayers. 
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