
15 cigarettes a day. The iso-
lated have a greater risk of 
cardiovascular disease, de-
mentia, and depression and 
anxiety. 

Second, Japan is experi-
encing a crime wave of sorts 
among the elderly, especially 
elderly women. Otherwise 
law-abiding senior citizens are 
resorting to things like petty 
theft because they are lonely 
and scared. They long for the 
community and stability that 
jail offers them. They have no 
one to turn to when they need 
help. They steal something 
small hoping to get caught 
and quickly thrown in jail. 

Let us use these examples 
from places far away from us
—from cultures very different 
from our own—to wake up to 
and to recognize the fact all 
people everywhere long to 
feel like they belong and that 
they are safe. 

This is where the Good 
News of Jesus Christ shines 
like the beacon of hope it is! 
Those who know the love and 
mercy of Jesus must be about 

the business of sharing this 
glorious hope with others. We 
do not have to be or feel 
alone. “…be content with 
what you have, for He has 
said, ‘I will never leave you 
nor forsake you.’” (Heb. 13:5). 
We should help others to be 
and to feel connected to the 
body of Christ. “And let us 
consider how to stir up one 
another to love and good 
works” (Heb. 10:24). 

Somebody is counting on 
you to show them kindness 
and to connect them to Jesus! 
“Therefore encourage one 
another and build one anoth-
e r u p , j u s t a s y o u a re 
doing” (1 Thess. 5:11). 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
 Video Worship 10:00 AM .......
Due to the current situation with the 
COVID-19 virus we are not meeting 

in our building. Join us online.
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OUR NEED OF 
ENCOURAGEMENT

MIDWAY CHURCH OF CHRIST

Editor’s Note: The following 
was written by Bart Warren in 
March of 2018. Maybe it takes 
on an even greater meaning 
for many right now! 

We are at a time in world 
history where we are more 
“connected” than ever before 
(Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, 
etc.). Due to the advances of 
technology, we are able to do 
things that previous genera-
tions could not even imagine. 
Ironically, our ability to con-
nect digitally has not solved 
our pressing problems such as 
isolation and loneliness. Sadly, 
such seems to have actually 
exacerbated the problem. The 
world seems more lonely than 

ever. Two examples of how 
desperate our world is for en-
couragement, fellowship, and 
belonging: 

First, in the United King-
dom, they recently created a 
new governmental position. 
They are calling it the “Minis-
ter of Loneliness.” This gov-
ernment official is tasked with 
dealing with the ever-growing 
problem of isolation. One out 
of every ten people in the UK 
say that they feel lonely “al-
ways.” This is a problem for 
many reasons, among them is 
health risk. Some studies have 
shown that isolation is worse 
for our health than smoking 

Bart Warren
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CONTACT US 
 ELDERS 

Eddie Bull (205) 522-3737 .............
Keith Gann (205) 275-8111 ...........
Randy Panter (205) 522-7812 ........

PREACHER 
Mark Howell (205) 300-4878 .........

CHURCH SECRETARY 
Caitlyn McCaleb (205) 300-0373...



SYMPATHY  
Our most sincere sympathy is 
extended to Emma Knott and 
family in the passing of her 
father, Jared Pierce. Please 
remember Emma and her 
family in your prayers at this 
time.  

CONGRATULATIONS 
Congratulations to Timothy 
and Halee (Wright) Morris on 
the birth of their beautiful 
baby girl, Lynlee Raine Mor-
ris. Lynlee was born Friday 
morning (April 17th, 2020) 
weighing 7lbs 5oz and 21 
inches long. Everyone is do-
ing well. Proud grandparents 
are Chris and Sandy Wright 
and Great-Grandmother San-
dra Wright. We are so excited 
for their family!  

REMEMBER 
If you are in need of Lord 
Supper supplies or collection 
envelopes, please contact 
one of our elders or office 
staff and we will be happy to 
arrange a way for you to  
receive these items.    

YOUTH UPDATE 
We have had a great time 

getting together on ZOOM 
with both the MYM and 
MKM! We have had scav-
enger hunts, played Pic-
tionary, Family Feud, Trivia, 
and grown together. If you 
weren’t able to make it, we 
hope that you will join us this 
up-coming week for fun 
games and uplifting devo-
tionals.  

As the school year is endi-
ing, we are so excited with 
Sailor Panter and Lilly Banks 
as they move into our MYM 
age group. When we are able 
to be back together we will 
have a family devotional and 
some fun with them to cele-
brate our excitement with 
them as they enter into 7th 
grade!  

We are so thankful for the 
times that we can get to-
gether , our weekly ZOOM 
nights will be continuing until 
we can be together again. Be 
watching out for the texts to 
find out when we will be 
meeting. Love ya, Keith

ON THE WEB 
FACEBOOK.COM/MIDWAY-

CHURCHJASPER 

MIDWAYCOFC.COM

T o w a t c h t h e 
livestream of our 
service go to our 
F a c e B o o k p a g e 
facebook.com/mid-
waychurchjasper or 
go to our website 
m i d w a y c o f c . c o m 
and click the “Watch 
Live” button. To get 
updates about the 
livestream, like us on 
FaceBook. If you are 
having to stay home 
due to the current 
COVID-19 outbreak 
be sure to tune in 
during our regular 
service time.

 ONLINE SERVICES
CONNECT 
WITH US!

WATCH 
ONLINE

CONTACT US 
OFFICE PHONE: 
(205) 221-2760 

OFFICE@MIDWAYCOFC.COM

NEWS AND NOTES

ONLINE GIVING 
Please note that online giving is now avail-

able on our website. Go to www.midwaycofc.-
com and click on “Giving.” You will be direct-
ed to a page with a green button labeled 
“Give”. Click that button and to give online. 

You can give via bank draft or credit card. 
We suggest creating an account so you can 
track your giving totals. 

If you select the option to cover the fees, it 
will add about 3% to your contribution for 
credit cards or 1% for bank transfers, and it 
will offset all fees charged by the processor. 

Please Note: The company we are using for 
online giving is named Tithe.ly. We know 
tithing is not a New Testament command-
ment, but this company is one of the best so-
lutions for online giving. If you have ques-
tions, please see Mark or one of our elders.

Due to the COVID-19 virus outbreak, we 
have suspended all services and activities until 
further notice. Since we are unable to assem-
ble together, we are seeking to do as best we 
can to still be “together.” Technology is help-
ful but still inadequate. And yet, for the time 
being we’re left to depend on it for assistance. 

I have been working with Polishing the Pul-
pit to help put together complete worship 
services we can see and hear at home. On 
Saturday night and again on Sunday morning I 
will be texting a link to our online service. It 
will also be posted on our Facebook page. On 
Sunday evening and Wednesday evening I will 
also post short studies that I will be teaching. 
Be sure to be watching for these and join in 
with us
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