
SUNDAY WORSHIP 
 Video Worship 10:00 AM .......
Due to the current situation with the 
COVID-19 virus we are not meeting 

in our building. Join us online.

APR 5TH, 2020 17010 HIGHWAY 69 JASPER, AL 35501

DOES JESUS 
CARE?

SPIRITUAL MAINTENANCE

Some are asking, “Where is 
God while all this sickness and 
death from this virus is going.” 
Does He not care about was in 
happening? 

Perhaps it will help if we under-
stand He is in the same place He 
was when cruel men crucified His 
Own Son. On that day He was 
thinking about the good of 
mankind. He is thinking about the 
same thing right now. 

It must never be said that God 
does not care. He does. The 
writer of Hebrews recorded God’s 
promise, “I will never leave you 
nor forsake you” (Hebrews 13:5). 
We must remember that He never 
promised to keep us from all 
harm while we are on this earth.  
He has promised to give us the 
grace to get through whatever 
our “thorn in the flesh might 
be” (2 Corinthians 12:9). Further-

more, He has promised to give us 
something better for eternity. 
There will be no death or dying in 
Heaven (Revelation 21:4). John 
writes about the tree of life being 
in heaven and tells us, “The 
leaves of the tree were for the 
healing of the nations” (Revela-
tion 22:1). 

There is a song by Frank Graeff 
with these words: Does Jesus care 
when my way is dark with a name-
less dread and fear? As the day-
light fades into deep night 
shades, does He care enough to 
be near? O yes He cares; I know 
He cares, His heart is touched 
with my grief. When the days are 
weary, the long nights dreary, I 
know my Savior cares! Always re-
member Peter said to cast “all 
your anxieties on him, because he 
cares for you” (1 Peter 5:7).

Since being mainly confined to 
home, we’ve had a lot more time 
to do outdoor activities. One activ-
ity (besides mowing and building a 
chicken house) has been target 
practice and clay shooting. Not 
only has it been an enjoyable activ-
ity, it has also been a great way to 
spend time with family and engage 
in some friendly competition. 

After the range is cold and we’re 
ready to stop, the process of clean-
ing our guns begins. Some don’t 
require as much cleaning as others, 
but all of them get a brush, clean-
ing rod, and some lubricant. This 
helps to prevent wear and tear in 
the long term, but it also prevents 
build-up from causing malfunctions 
or damage next time. It’s not al-
ways the most enjoyable activity 
but is necessary anyway. 

It’s far too easy to get caught up 
in the concerns of life (especially 
now!), to the neglect of our spiritu-
al maintenance. Most are currently 
unable to worship physically with 
our spiritual family. We have had to 
cancel many of our church events 
and get-togethers. We are more-
or-less confined to our homes. Fi-
nancial and health concerns are at 
the front line of our minds. 

If we don’t stay on top of our 
spiritual maintenance while this 
craziness is going on, all kinds of 
nastiness will build up in our lives. 
While the world is more or less 
halted, are we continuing to be 
tools for good? Have we used 

some of this time to inspect our 
spiritual well-being? This is such a 
great opportunity to do a self-
checkup using scripture to clean 
parts of our lives that need cleaned. 

As stated earlier, cleaning guns 
is not exactly exhilarating. It can be 
painstaking, monotonous, dirty, 
and time consuming. If it isn’t done, 
though, it will lead to premature 
wear and tear and malfunctions. 

Breaking sinful behaviors, leav-
ing our uncertainties in God’s 
hands, confronting our spiritual 
struggles, resolving doubts in our 
faith, repairing relationships we 
have damaged, and working to-
ward tangible growth in our spiri-
tual lives can be far from exciting 
or fun. These things require effort, 
discomfort, confrontation, and 
dedication. While not the most 
pleasant in the moment, they will 
help us to be the best we can be. 

When we do our spiritual main-
tenance we become better en-
couragers, better soul-winners, 
better friends/family, and we de-
velop strong endurance. Our goal 
in all of this is to reduce wear and 
tear on our spiritual lives by living 
like Jesus. This kind of mainte-
nance will allow us to do more 
than last a while—properly main-
taining our spiritual lives and rely-
ing on God’s grace will cause us to 
last for eternity with Him.

Gary Pollard Mark A. Howell



SYMPATHY  
Our deepest sympathy is  ex-
tended to the family of  Tommy 
Gray, who passed away last 
week. Please continue to re-
member this family in your 
prayers during this time of loss. 

 We extend our heartfelt sympa-
thy to Erin Addison and family in 
the death of her aunt, Sue De-
Fore, and also a dear family 
friend, Donald “Donnie” Russell. 
Our prayers are with this family 
during this heartbreaking time. 

PRAYER LIST 
Sarah Rogers 
Is currently in the hospital un-
dergoing tests after a possible 
stroke. She is doing well but re-
quests that we remember her in 
our prayers as she recovers.

UPDATE 
Thursday night the MYM 

group enjoyed our first ZOOM 
conference! It was really good to 
see everyone. We are scheduled 
for another get together on 
Sunday night at 8 PM.  

We also enjoyed our time last 
night with our Midway Kids with 
a scavenger hunt via ZOOM. We 
plan on doing more of these dur-
ing this COVID-19 lock down. Its 
so enjoyable for us to be able to 
get together for these events. 

Everyone on the ZOOM app 
can see and interact with each 
other. It’s a video conference line 
so we can all have good times 
together. If you are not receiving 
the text updates let me know 
and I can double check the sys-
tem so you can be updated with 
new activities via ZOOM. Should 
you have any questions on the 
ZOOM app, please give me a 
call and I can walk you through 
getting set up. 

We will be planning another 
Communion Cup distribution so 
be watching for updated text or 
calls about this. 

Please stay safe and virus 
aware during this time. Know 
that you are in our daily prayers!   
Reach out and encourage some-
one this week. We all have the 
time now that we are locked in at 
home. Love ya! 

 KEITH

ON THE WEB 
FACEBOOK.COM/MIDWAY-

CHURCHJASPER 

MIDWAYCOFC.COM

T o w a t c h t h e 
livestream of our 
service go to our 
F a c e B o o k p a g e 
facebook.com/mid-
waychurchjasper or 
go to our website 
m i d w a y c o f c . c o m 
and click the “Watch 
Live” button. To get 
updates about the 
livestream, like us on 
FaceBook. If you are 
having to stay home 
due to the current 
COVID-19 outbreak 
be sure to tune in 
during our regular 
service time.

 ONLINE SERVICES
CONNECT 
WITH US!

WATCH 
ONLINE

CONTACT US 
OFFICE PHONE: 
(205) 221-2760 

OFFICE@MIDWAYCOFC.COM

NEWS AND NOTES

ONLINE GIVING 
Please note that online giving is now avail-

able on our website. Go to www.midwaycofc.-
com and click on “Giving.” You will be direct-
ed to a page with a green button labeled 
“Give”. Click that button and to give online. 

You can give via bank draft or credit card. 
We suggest creating an account so you can 
track your giving totals. 

If you select the option to cover the fees, it 
will add about 3% to your contribution for 
credit cards or 1% for bank transfers, and it 
will offset all fees charged by the processor. 

Please Note: The company we are using for 
online giving is named Tithe.ly. We know 
tithing is not a New Testament command-
ment, but this company is one of the best so-
lutions for online giving. If you have ques-
tions, please see Mark or one of our elders.

Due to the COVID-19 virus outbreak, we 
have suspended all services and activities until 
further notice. Since we are unable to assem-
ble together, we are seeking to do as best we 
can to still be “together.” Technology is help-
ful but still inadequate. And yet, for the time 
being we’re left to depend on it for assistance. 

I have been working with Polishing the Pul-
pit to help put together complete worship 
services we can see and hear at home. On 
Saturday night and again on Sunday morning I 
will be texting a link to our online service. It 
will also be posted on our Facebook page. On 
Sunday evening and Wednesday evening I will 
also post short studies that I will be teaching. 
Be sure to be watching for these and join in 
with us
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