
You Are of Your Father 
 
In the heart-felt book of John, Jesus has several confrontations with the Jews of that day to prove to them His 
deity. Of note, the discussion in John 8 is particularly passionate. The hardness of heart of these people 
broke the Savior’s heart as they claimed allegiance to God, to the things of God, and to God’s faithful servant, 
Abraham. However, Jesus cuts to the core of their hypocrisy and powerfully says in 8:44, “You are of your 
father, the devil…” What were some things that betrayed their “true father’s” identity? 

They were ignorant of their spiritual heritage (8:32-36). Being honored by a family name is not necessarily 
wrong. However, pride had blinded these Jews to the point of ignorance of their history when they say, “we 
are Abraham’s descendants, and have never been in bondage to anyone” (8:33). People who will blindly trust 
in mom or dad’s religion without investigating their own need to be free might rightly ask, “who truly is my 
father” (8:44)?  

They shut out the words of Jesus which make them free (8:36-37). Jesus said, “if the Son makes you free, 
you will be free indeed. I know that you are Abraham’s descendants, but you seek to kill Me, because My 
word has no place in you” (8:36-37). Literally, “no place in you” could be translated, “has no room to work in 
you.” If we shut out the words of Jesus in our life, we need to ask, who truly is my father? 

They did not do the deeds of their earthly father (8:40-41). After a repeated appeal to Abraham as their 
father, Jesus reminds them, “if you were Abraham’s children, you would do the works of Abraham” (8:39). 
The New Testament legacy of Abraham is quoted in Romans 4, “Abraham believed God and it was 
accounted to him for righteousness” (4:3). When God spoke, Abraham humbly and obediently listened and 
followed. When God speaks in His word, do Abraham’s descendants today hear and humbly and obediently 
respond? If not, who is truly our father? 

They indulged the desires of their spiritual father (8:43-44). The devil is a liar and murderer (8:44). It is that 
way because “he speaks from his own,” that is, it is not a question of what God wants, but the devil is 
manipulative to try to get what he wants. If God’s word is opened and rightly divided, will a person try to make 
God’s word bow to their desires? Or will they try to make their desires bow to the word of God? If the former, 
that person might ask, “who truly is my father?”  

Andy Baker 
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2 
Paul & Ashley Gilliland 
Kellie James 
Tasha Davis 

3 
Windell & Jennie Denney 

Jerry Huskey 
Larry Peebles 

4 
Kayla Martinez 
Sabrina Standridge 

5 
JR Peebles 

6 7 
Jan Waldrep 

8 
Ken Nelson 
Martinez Baby Shower 

9 
Rachel Lee 
Rex Free 

10 
 

11 
Matt Addison 
 

12 
 

13 
Chris James 

14 
 

15 
Elizabeth Owens 

16 
Julie Pitts 

17 
 

18 
Karen Kilpatrick 

19 
Nancy Sherrill 

20 
 

21 
Jeff & Angie Bowen 
Nena Shelton 
Ladies Supper 

22 
Elders Meeting 
Group Meetings 

23 
 
 
 

24 
Ellie Gilliland 
 

25 
David Scarbrough 

26 
 

27 
Zach LeMay 

28 
Allyson James 
 
 

29 
5th Sunday Singing 
 

30 
Larry & Kay Little 

31 
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ELDERS MINISTER DEACONS 
Roger Thomas 256-566-4081 David Barker Matt Addison Harry James 
Ken Nelson 256-777-5550 256-303-1755 Windell Denney Nathan Lee 
Brent James 256-303-0661  Aaron Fletcher Jamie Patterson 
   Houston Hutto 

August 15, 2021 
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Greeters Brent & Beth James
 Josh & Elesha Jones 
Bible Reading Sam Scott 
Devotional Prayer Roger Thomas 
Song Leader (AM & PM) Tim Hester 
Worship Prayer Chris James 
Lord’s Table Mark Biles 
Announcements Chris Hood 
Dismissal Prayer Kenneth Grover 
Control Room—Streaming Brent James 
Control Room—Songs Will Fletcher 
Control Room—Audio Rex Free 

Sunday Evening 

Opening Prayer Houston Hutto 
Dismissal Prayer Marl Fuller 
Ushers Sam Scott-Chuck Cleghorn 

Wednesday, August 25 

Song Leader  Matt Addison 
Closing Prayer  Paul Rogers 
Ushers Sam Scott– Chuck Cleghorn 
Lock Building David Barker-Brent James 

Sunday, August 22 

Greeters Jamie & Dana Patterson 
 Paul & Ashley Gilliland 
Bible Reading Will Fletcher 
Devotional Prayer Ben Rogers 
Song Leader (AM & PM) James Rogers 
Worship Prayer Keith Thomas 
Lord’s Table Larry Little 
Announcements Aaron Fletcher 
Dismissal Prayer Nathan Lee 
Control Room—Streaming Chris James 
Control Room—Songs Brent James 
Control Room—Audio David Scarbrough 

Sunday Evening 

Opening Prayer Danny Standridge 
Dismissal Prayer Harry James 
Ushers Matt Addison-Chris Hood 

Wednesday, August 18 

Song Leader  Ken Nelson 
Closing Prayer  Chuck Cleghorn 
Ushers Matt Addison-Chris Hood 
Lock Building David Barker-Brent James 

Sunday, August 15 
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Chandler James 1901 5th Ave. E. Apt # 2208, Tuscaloosa, AL 35401 

Kellie James Calhoun Community College 

James Rogers University of Alabama—Huntsville 

Hunter & Brenna Stewart 1650 Miracosta Circle, Apt. C, Chula Vista, CA 91913 

• Will Delashaw remains in UAB  Hospital in ICU. He continues to need our prayers...Address...UAB Hospital, 619, 19th Street, Birmingham, 
AL 35233, Patient room # M518, Deliver to Will Delashaw.  

• Myrtis Jones is recovering from a fall. 

• Chuck and Jill Cleghorn are at home sick. 

• Judy Barker, David’s mother, has been diagnosed with cancer...Address...2618 New Prospect Road, Jasper, AL 35503. 

• Monica La Rock, Kelli Barker’s niece, is having a lot of big health struggles...Address...239 N. Martin Ave. Sharon, TN 38255. 

• Polly Mask, Susan Roger’s mother, fell and fractured her hip.  

• Katherine Anderson is in ICU in Grandview Hospital in Birmingham with double pneumonia. The family is requesting prayers. She is the 
relative of a friend of Harry James. 

• Tyrone Davis, nephew of Sam and Ida, is out of the hospital but has blood clots in his brain. They are working to break them up. 

• Phillip Anderson, Aaron and Christie’s nephew, is doing much better...181 SE Laduke Ct., Lake City, FL 32024-0263. 

• Ricky Caudle, Christie Fletcher’s uncle, has cancer and has been placed under hospice care...C/o Kila Corkren, 11340 Co Rd 49, Winfield, 
AL 35594. 

• Mavis Byrd had surgery for a broken hip...Address...929 Fretwell Ave., SW Decatur, AL 35601. 

• James Helms, Chy Hutto’s Dad, was in a car accident and has a long recovery ahead.  

Remember Our Sick 

ADDITIONAL TAKEAWAYS FROM TEXAS 
We were not able to get to all the comments concerning the recent VBS campaign to southern Texas.  Susan and Erin Rogers have written 
about their reactions to the experience.   
Susan: “My thoughts of our big Texas VBS are only thoughts of the most positive and gratifying kind!  I have never been so uplifted!  Our 
interaction with the brethren motivated us every night to teach our lessons enthusiastically, and each night the energy truly surged.  The 
children learned and received our lessons well and sang with smiles from ear to ear.  Seeing our classes double after the first night was 
remarkable and proves that the congregation was uplifted and excited.  I loved the way several members jumped in and helped us on 
Saturday build the classroom environments.  We were richly blessed to have had the opportunity to take our great lessons focusing on 
families of the Bible to Texas.  Thank you for supporting this great work.  The kids loved the camel!  Many members thanked us over and 
over again.  The outreach to the community was outstanding.  It was fun inviting people and passing out invitations and study materials.  
I’m ready to go back again!  Great memories and new friends were made…” 
Erin:  “I really enjoyed getting to know Mrs. Yolanda and Mr. Joe (Joe Perez is the Spanish minister in Uvalde).  We bonded over helping me 
get my backdrop up.  They just jumped right in and had great ideas on how to get things done.  I also loved sitting in on the ladies’ classes 
(each morning during VBS week).  It felt like we were getting to witness the Uvalde ladies getting closer, and it was a joy to be a catalyst for 
those ladies to make these connections.  Of course, I loved seeing the numbers almost double every night.  It was so encouraging to see 
how these kids drank the gospel in.  I think the kids really needed to hear just good old-fashioned plain Bible teaching, and all the Uvalde 
members I talked to agreed.”  

PEOPLE IN THE BOOK OF ACTS 
1. Name the centurion who communicated with an angel and who was converted through the 

teaching of Peter? (Acts 10) 
2. What was the name of the lady who was converted through the teaching of Paul and was 

also a seller of purple?  (Acts 16) 
3. Paul says he was brought up at the feet of ________________. (Acts 22:3) 
4. What is the name of the preacher who also had four virgin daughters who prophesied (Acts 

21)? 
5. What is the name of the centurion who treated Paul kindly as they began their journey to 

Rome (Acts 27:2,3)? 
6. It was the seven sons of _____________ who tried to cast out a demon and failed (Acts 19). 
7. What is the name of the man who was taught by Aquilla and Priscilla the way of God more 

accurately (Acts 18)? 
8. In Thessalonica, whose house was attacked by unbelieving Jews (Acts 17)? 
9. Among those who believed in Athens was a woman named ________________ (Acts17:34). 
10. What is the name of the other gospel teacher with Paul in prison in Philippi (Acts 16:25)?  
11. What is the name of the Christian man known as “the son of encouragement” (Acts 4)? 
12. What is the name of the husband and wife who lost their lives because they lied to God?  

(Acts 5) 

SPECIAL COLLECTION 
We are collecting snacks for school children again this year.  Please bring individual 
bags of chips, goldfish crackers, peanut butter cracker packs, granola bars, etc., to 

the fellowship hall closet.  

Fellowship Hall Reservations 
August 

August 21 
August 22 

*Please see the elders for all fellowship hall requests. 

SPECIAL ADULT CLASS 

Tim Hester will teach the auditorium 
class this Wednesday evening.  The 
theme will be – “Blest Be the Tie that 
Binds.”  This is the last of our summer 
series lessons based on various gospel 
hymns.  Tim was scheduled for this 
presentation a few weeks ago, but, due 
to work demands, it had to be 
rescheduled.  * This Wednesday, David 
will either be in Sevierville, Tn. for a 
previously scheduled meeting or with 
his mother in Jasper (according to 
conditions).  

AN HONEST LOOK AT 
DISHONESTY 

Our elementary-age Bible classes 
continue their journey through the 
Bible.  They have made their way all 
the way to the history of the church in 
the book of Acts.  Currently, the 
classes are studying the case of 
Annanias and Saphira (Acts 5).  
Among the many lessons gleaned 
from this context, being honest before 
God is crucial.  How thankful we are to 
the Lord for providing us with the 
means and opportunity to conduct 
Bible classes for all ages.  What a 
great foundation can be laid (cf.I 
Corinthians 3:10,11).  

WHAT DOES CHRIST MEAN  
TO ME? 

He is my king (Col.3:1). 
He is my security (Col.3:3). 
He is my life (Col.3:4). 
He is my everything (Col.3:11). 
He is my forgiver (Col.3:13). 
He is my authority (Col.3:17). 
He is my Master (Col.3:24; 4:1). 

Haiti Holiday Bags 
We will be filling 40 “Blessing 
Bags” for children in Haiti. Please 
see sign-up sheet in back of 
auditorium for items needed. 
There is a box in the foyer to 
place items brought. Please have 
items here by Sept. 8.  

That Little Extra 

At 211 degrees water is hot. At 212 degrees, it 

boils. And with boiling comes steam. Steam 

when channeled correctly can re-move stains, 

kill weeds, disinfects, and can even power an 

engine. One degree makes all the difference. In 

the Bible Jesus states, (Mat 5:40-41), “If 

someone wants to sue you in order to take your 

shirt, let him have your coat too. And if anyone 

forces you to go one mile, go with him two 

miles.” 

In this passage Christ is teaching us to yield to 

service and double it rather than refuse it. If 

you are called on today to serve; could you do 

some extra work, give some extra time, or 

maybe even give an extra smile? It can make a 

difference. We cannot begin to imagine all God 

can do when we give that little extra.  

Mark T. Tonkery 

Where Can We Find Peace? 
It seems this day and age there are not very many who are at 
peace. Nations are in dispute, families are in disarray, and 
people are dissatisfied. We rush about trying to bring peace and 
order to our lives, but to no avail. When we find a moment of 
peace, it seems to fly away before we really have a chance to 
enjoy it. 

Where can we find peace for our troubled lives? Maybe we’re looking in the 
wrong places. The world and its pleasures will never bring true peace. The Bible 
reveals to us where we can find true and lasting peace. 
We Can Find Peace in Faith. If we have true faith in God and His word, nothing 
should be able to bring turmoil to our souls. Our faith can carry us through 
difficult circumstances that would bring unrest to others. Yes, peace is found in 
faith: “Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace…” (Rom. 5:1). 
We Can Find Peace in Function. Having a purpose for life and using it to serve 
others in the Lord’s name brings great satisfaction – and satisfaction brings 
peace along as a companion. “Now the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace 
by those who make peace” (Jas. 3:18). And may I add they reap peace, as well. 
We Can Find Peace in Forgiveness. Many do not have peace in their lives 
because they carry grudges and burdens. When we are unwilling to forgive 
others, we will never be at peace – with them or with ourselves. When we 
dwell in sin, our lives are in constant tumult. But when we are forgiven and 
forgive others, peace reigns and life is great. “…even as Christ forgave you, so 
you also must do…And let the peace of God rule in your hearts…” (Col. 3:13-
15). 
The bottom line is that we can find peace in Jesus Christ. In Jesus we get 
forgiveness. In Jesus we find true function for our lives. In Jesus we can obtain a 
faith that will never let us down. In Jesus we can have peace “at all times” and 
“in every way” (2 Thess. 3:16, ESV). 

Edd Sterchi 

Ladies Fellowship 
There will be a Ladies fellowship and supper for high school and 
up on Saturday, August 21st at 5pm in the Fellowship Hall. The 
meal will be provided. 


