
Five Reasons to Love and Study the Book of Acts (Part 4) 
By: David Sproule 

No book of the Bible is more important than 
another, but where would we be without the 
book of Acts?  We need this book!  And we 
need to study and know it, so that we can 
learn about (1) how to become a Christian, (2) 
the power of the gospel and (3) the 
establishment of the church of Christ.  A 
fourth reason we need to study this book is to 
learn about the importance and urgency of 
evangelism. 
 
Evangelism (i.e., taking the gospel to lost 
souls and teaching them God’s Word) is not 
some optional effort to be put forth by certain 
members of the church during special times of 
the year.  Evangelism is the very purpose of 
the church and of each member.  The church 
was purposed by God to make known “the 
manifold wisdom of God” (Eph. 3:10-
11).  Every single Christian has been 
commissioned to “preach the gospel to every 
creature” (Mark 16:15).  In the book of Acts, 
we see first-hand the initial fulfillment of the 
Great Commission of Christ—we see its 
importance, we see its effectiveness, we see its 
constancy, we see its perpetuity. 
 
The book begins with Jesus telling His 
disciples that they were going to take His 
saving message from Jerusalem “to the 
uttermost part of the earth” (1:8).  And that is 
exactly what happens for the next 27 chapters. 
“All who dwell in Jerusalem” were hearing the 
gospel (2:14; 4:16).  Even when the apostles 

were commanded to not “speak at all nor 
teach in the name of Jesus” (4:18), they 
continued to go back to the same place and 
preach the same message (5:25).  When 
persecution arose against the Christians and 
they were forced out of Jerusalem, they did 
not stop preaching about Jesus!  “Those who 
were scattered went everywhere preaching the 
word” (8:4). 
 
They went to those they hated (8:4-13; 10:1-
11:18).  They spoke to complete strangers, 
even ones who were of a different nationality 
(8:26-40).  They preached to those who could 
have caused them great harm (9:1-19).  They 
went on long trips to carry the gospel to 
foreign lands (13:1-28:31).  When angry folks 
tried to kill them, they kept right on preaching 
(14:19-20).  Even when the Christians were 
beaten and imprisoned, they preached even to 
the ones who put them there (16:25-40; 21:26-
22:21).  They imperiled their own lives to get 
the gospel to hearts who had never heard it 
(27:1-44).  Even in difficult (seemingly 
impossible situations), they still found ways to 
teach the gospel to others, even one soul at a 
time (28:30-31).  They preached to governors 
and kings, as well as beggars and prisoners 
(3:1-10; 16:25; 24:10-26:32). 
 
Thank God for the book of Acts!  We need to 
study it to be reminded of our purpose—teach 
the gospel to lost souls! 
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We rejoice that Toya Wagner 

was baptized last Sunday.  

Pray Like a Great Pray-er 

By: Selected 

There are many great prayers in the Bible, 
meaning we can read some great words that 
were spoken by righteous persons.  But, as we 
study great prayers, we also discover some 
tremendous pray-ers, that is individuals who 
can teach us some great lessons about how to 
talk to God.  Nehemiah is one of those great 
pray-ers we find in Scripture. 
 
Throughout the book of Nehemiah, this lead 
character frequently broke out into prayer and 
then went right back to what he was 
doing.  So, a study of each prayer in the book 
would be highly beneficial.  But, I want to 
focus on his first prayer in chapter one and see 
how we can learn to pray like this pray-er. 
 
Nehemiah praised the almighty 
God.  The very first thing Nehemiah did when 
he approached the Lord was to honor and 
magnify and revere the “great and awesome 
God” (1:5).  Did the Lord need to hear 
that?  Not nearly as much as Nehemiah 
needed to say it and to hear himself say it. 
 
Nehemiah extoled the wonderful works 
of God.  As a part of lauding the God of 
heaven, Nehemiah exalted the faithfulness 
and mercy of God toward His children 
(1:5).  Did the Lord need to hear that?  Or was 
it that Nehemiah needed to be reminded of it 
himself by hearing himself say it? 
 
Nehemiah confessed sin.  Before making 
his petition to the Lord, Nehemiah openly 
confessed “the sins…we have sinned against 
You…my father’s house and I have 
sinned” (1:6)—using the word “sin” three 
times.  He did not seek to make excuses for his 
failures, but instead he confessed both sins of 
commission (“acted very corruptly”) and sins 
of omission (“have not kept the 
commandments”) (1:7).  While some “laugh” 
at sin, God desires for us to “lament and 
mourn and weep” when we turn against Him 
(Jas. 4:9). 

Nehemiah quoted Scripture.  Nehemiah 
had studied God’s Word, knew God’s Word 
and trusted God’s Word (cf. Lev. 
26:33; Deut. 4:25-31; 28:64; 30:2-5).  He 
pleaded with God to fulfill the promises that 
He had made to those who “return” to Him 
and “keep” His commandments (1:8-9).  We 
need to know and believe God’s Word so 
strongly that we are willing to ask God to 
fulfill His promises to us. 
 
Nehemiah humbled himself.  From 
beginning to end of his six-sentence prayer, 
Nehemiah was surrendering himself to the 
power and will of God.  Five times he said, “I 
pray.”  Six times he called himself and/or 
Israel the Lord’s “servant(s).”  He begins and 
ends by talking about how “great” the Lord is, 
and twice he pleads, “Please let your ear be 
attentive.”  
 
Nehemiah was a great pray-er in the 
Bible.  He gives us a great example of how we 
too can grow as pray-ers. 
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Upcoming Events 
 
Fri. March 29: Game night at the building at 
6:30pm. Please bring games and finger foods.  
 
Area Events:  
 
 3/24/24-3/27/24: Portland church of Christ gos-
pel meeting.  
 
4/27/2024: Ladies Day at Weber Road. 
 
 
*These and other Area events/details are posted 
on the bulletin board in the hallway. Please check 
them out.* 
 
 

Prayer List 
Prayer Requests:  
 
Richard Hill who is recovering at home from a 
gallbladder procedure.  
 
Jerri Rosales who will have a kidney transplant 
evaluation very soon. Please pray for positive re-
sults so that she may be added to the transplant 
list. 
 
Mae Belle Cassel who will be in rehab at Citizens 
for 6-8 more weeks. Room 684. 
 
Ken and Nancy Dorries great-great nephew who 
is headed to MD Anderson.  
 
Cynthia Johnson, niece of Dorothy Williams, who 
is in the hospital in Richmond for back and spine 
surgery so she will be able to continue walking. 
 

Members 
Jeff Cannady, Les Daltry, Barbie Dolan, Sandra 
Marie, Veronica Serenil, and Clark Withers.  

Service Roster 
Week of March 17,  2024 
 

Sunday Morning 
Scripture Reading .............................. Mack Terry 
Song Leader .......................................... Rick Bass 
 
Opening Prayer ......................... James Cammock 
Closing Prayer................................. Bryant Siegel 
 
Lord’s Supper & Offering 
Bread ................................................. Doug Jobes 
Cup ............................................ James Cammock 
Offering ............................................. Dan Fielder 
Assist .......................................... Ferman Rosales 
Assist ................................................. Jake Jacobs  
Assist ............................................... Blake Jacobs  
 

Sunday Evening 
Song Leader ...................................... Doug Jobes 
 
Opening Prayer ......................... James Cammock 
Closing Prayer........................ Clifton Rutherford 
 
Lord’s Supper & Offering…….Steve Randle/ 
Bryce Dolan 
 

Wednesday Evening 
Adult Class ............................... Brandon Starling 
Song Leader ........................... Luke FitzSimmons 
Devotional ............................... Brandon Starling 
 

Other 
Prepare Communion………….…..Ferman Rosales 
 

Congregational News 
Birthdays 
Manny Flonnory….…………………………...March 20 
Shannon Cannon………………………….…..March 20 
Billy York………...………………………….…..March 23 
 

If you have any prayer requests or upcoming  

events to be announced, please contact our  

secretary, Nina Siegel, at (361) 573-0030 or email  

office.midtownchurch@gmail.com Food Helpers for the month of March    -  Team A 

Volunteers Needed 

 

The Sign up sheet for hosting Youth Devos for 

2024 are on the bulletin board in the hallway. 

Please sign up to host our youth.  

There is a tub in the hallway where you may donate 

school supplies and other items for the School Supply 

Drive. If you have any questions, please contact Kelly 

Cannady. 



Service Times 
Sunday Morning Bible Class……………….9:00 a.m. 
Sunday Morning Worship………………...10:00 a.m. 
Sunday Evening Worship…………….……..5:00 p.m. 
Wednesday Bible Class……………………….7:00 p.m. 
  

Attendance Records 
Week of March 10, 2024 
 
A.M. Bible Class…………………………...………...….68 

A.M. Worship…………………….……….…….……….103 
P.M. Worship……………………………….……...…....56 
Wednesday Bible Class……..…………..…..….…....64 

 
 
Financial information is located on the bulletin 

board in the hallway.  
 
 
 

Supported Works 
John & Carla Moore Bible Land Passages 
 

5901 N. Main 
Victoria, TX 77904 
361-573-0030 
 

Weekly Communication!  To receive the Midtown Messenger and other congregational news to your inbox each 
week, please email events.midtowncoc@gmail.com. 

Our Elders 
Mark FitzSimmons 
Ron White  
 
 

Our Deacons 
James Cammock—Evangelism 
Lupe Escojido— Benevolence 
Bryant Siegel—Education and Finance 
 
 

Our Preacher 
Brandon Starling 
 
 

Weekly Reading 
“I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech 

you to walk worthy of the calling with which you 
were called.” 
Ephesians 4:1 
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