
Christ and His Church 

By: Robert Dodson 

J esus promised to build His church 
(Matthew 16:18). It began on Pentecost 
after His resurrection in the city of 

Jerusalem (Acts 2). When the gospel of Christ 
was preached the people asked, “What shall 
we do?” (v. 37). The apostle Peter told them to 
repent and be baptized for the remission of 
sins (v. 38). “Then those who gladly received 
his word were baptized; and that day about 
three thousand souls were added to them… 
And the Lord added to the church daily those 
who were being saved” (vv. 41, 47). 
  
Whenever and wherever that same gospel is 
preached, and people respond in that same 
way God adds them to that same church. 
Jesus never wanted the church to be divided 
into different denominations. He prayed that 
His disciples be one (John 17:20-23). He 
purchased the church with His own blood 
(Acts 20:28). It belongs to Him. 
  
The apostle Paul vigorously condemned 
division in the church (1 Corinthians 1:10-13). 
He reminded us that Christ is not divided, 
that Paul was not crucified for us, and that we 
were not baptized into the name of Paul. It is 
by Christ’s sacrifice and by His name that we 
are saved and added to His church (not that of 
some mere human). 
  
Paul also taught that Jesus is the head of the 
church, which is His body (Ephesians 1:22-

23), that there is one body (4:4), that Jesus is 
the Savior of the body (5:23), and that He 
loved the church and gave Himself for her (v. 
25). 
  
Salvation is found in Jesus Christ (2 Timothy 
2:10) and all the saved are in His church (Acts 
2:47). When we are baptized into Christ for 
salvation (Mark 16:15-16; Acts 22:16; Romans 
6:3-4; Galatians 3:26-27; Colossians 2:12) we 
are baptized into His church (1 Corinthians 
12:13). 
  
The gospel of Christ calls all people out of sin 
and the world, with its false religions and 
manmade denominations, and into Christ and 
His church (Acts 2:39; 2 Thessalonians 2:13-
14; 1 Peter 2:9-10). 
  
Do you belong to Christ and His church? Does 
the church mean as much to you as it does to 
Christ? 

Volume 6, Issue 5                                                     January  29, 2023 



There is Evil In Our Land 

Selected Article 

I f America would understand the 
importance of studying the Old Testament, 
our world would drastically change and 

head in a new direction. Why do we have that 
old covenant when we live under the new one? 
Listen to what God says. “For whatever things 
were written before were written for our 
learning, that we through the patience and 
comfort of the Scriptures might have 
hope” (Rom. 15:4).  We are a sick nation 
because we have not paid attention to those 
things written before. 
 
There is evil in our land as there was evil in 
the land of Noah. When godly people became 
intertwined with the ungodly, our holy God 
responded. “Then the Lord saw that the 
wickedness of man was great in the earth, and 
that every intent of the thoughts of his heart 
was only evil continually. And the Lord was 
sorry He had made man on the earth, and He 
was grieved in His heart” (Gen. 6:5-6). At 
one time, we at least said that we wanted to be 
“one nation under God,” but now we have 
become a nation which longs to be “one 
nation out from under God.” How much 
longer will it be before God is sorry that He 
ever made America? 
 
What things were written before? Read those 
verses from Genesis again and understand 
they were for our learning! 
 
How do these words from Micah describe our 
land? “Woe to those who devise iniquity, and 
work out evil on their beds! At morning light 
they practice it” (Micah 2:1). They cunningly 
devise their plans and then carry them out as 
soon as the morning light comes. How good 
are they at it? “They do evil … successfully 
with both hands” (Micah 7:3). We are truly a 
land filled with ambidextrous people! 
 
Once a nation starts down the road of evil it 
becomes more and more corrupt. Paul 
described it this way, “But evil men and 

seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving 
and being deceived” (2 Tim. 3:13). 
Jeremiah’s words are so graphic: “And like 
their bow they have bent their tongues for lies. 
For they proceed from evil to evil, and they do 
not know Me” (Jer. 9:3). 
 
Our land has become a place where “evil is 
booming.” Will we never learn? Is there no 
hope? The hope for us is found in the opening 
words of this article. Those things written 
before were written for our learning! 
 
How do we respond to all of this evil? What 
values must we place in our homes? It’s very 
simple. We must not follow the multitude to 
do evil (Ex. 23:2). We must not be overcome 
with evil but overcome evil with good (Rom. 
12:21). 
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Upcoming Events 
 
Sat. Feb. 4: Midtown will host Ladies Day with 
our sister Candice Starling as the speaker. Save 
this date Ladies! There is a food sign up sheet in 
the hallway. 
 
Sun. Feb. 5—Monthly potluck luncheon after 
morning worship with a 12:45pm service to fol-
low. Please bring a potluck dish/dessert to share. 
 
Sun. Feb. 12—Monthly youth devo after evening 
worship. Boys bring drinks, girls bring desserts.  
 
Sun. Feb. 26– Chili Cook-off fellowship meal af-
ter evening service.  
 
Area Events (More info on the bulletin board in 
the hallway): 
 
Feb. 11—Ladies Day @BCS church of Christ 
 
Feb. 11– Ladies Day @ Rockport church of Christ 
 
March 2-5, 2023: Arise and Overcome at South-
west church of Christ. 
 

 
Prayer List 
Prayer Requests:  
 
Guadalupe Rodriguez who suffered a stroke re-
cently. 
 
Patsy Serenil, Eddie Serenil’s mother, who was 
recently diagnosed with cancer, only has three 
months to live.  
 
Braxton Flonnory, who sprained his finger last 
week.  
 
The family of Zach Wilkinson. Zach passed away 
in a vehicle accident last week.  
 
 

Members 
Jeff Cannady, Les Daltry, Kin and Sandra Marie, 
Ann Pantel, Veronica Serenil, Clark Withers, Dee 
Gilpatrick. 
 

 
 

Service Roster 
Week of January  29, 2023 
 

Sunday Morning 
Scripture Reading ............................... Jack Jobes 
Song Leader .................................. Kevin Sheeran 
 
Opening Prayer ..................... Mark FitzSimmons 
Closing Prayer........................... James Cammock 
 
Lord’s Supper & Offering 
Bread .............................................Mike Atkinson 
Cup .................................................... Ken Dorries 
Offering .......................................... Will Burleson 
Assist .............................................. Willie Fossati 
Assist ...................................... Luke FitzSimmons  
Assist ............................................... Steve Randle  
 

Sunday Evening 
Song Leader ............................ Kirk FitzSimmons 
 
Opening Prayer ..................... Mark FitzSimmons 
Closing Prayer............................... Lupe Escojido 
 
Lord’s Supper & Offering…………. .. Ken Dorries/ 
Will Burleson 
 

Wednesday Evening 
Adult Class ............................... Brandon Starling 
Song Leader ...................................... Doug Jobes 
Devotional ........................................ Doug Jobes 
 

Other 
Prepare Communion . .................. Randle Family 
 

Congregational News 
Birthdays 
B. K. York….....………..………….….....……...…Jan. 29 
 

Anniversaries 
Lupe & Virginia Escojido….….........……...…Jan. 31 
 

 

If you have any prayer requests or upcoming  

events to be announced, please contact our  

secretary, Nina Siegel, at (361) 573-0030 or email  

office.midtownchurch@gmail.com 

Food Helpers for the month of Jan.    -  Team A.   



Service Times 
Sunday Morning Bible Class……………….9:00 a.m. 
Sunday Morning Worship………………...10:00 a.m. 
Sunday Evening Worship…………….……..5:00 p.m. 
Wednesday Bible Class……………………….7:00 p.m. 
  

Attendance Records 
Week of January 22, 2023 
 
A.M. Bible Class…………………………...………..….72 

A.M. Worship…………………….……….…….………124 
P.M. Worship……………………………….……..…....64 
Wednesday Bible Class……..…………..…..……....75 

 
 
Financial information is located on the bulletin 

board in the hallway.  
 
 
 

Supported Works 
John & Carla Moore Bible Land Passages 
 

5901 N. Main 
Victoria, TX 77904 
361-573-0030 
 

Weekly Communication!  To receive the Midtown Messenger and other congregational news to your inbox each 
week, please email events.midtowncoc@gmail.com. 

Our Elders 
Mark FitzSimmons 
Ron White  
 
 

Our Deacons 
James Cammock—Evangelism 
Lupe Escojido— Benevolence 
Bryant Siegel—Education and Finance 
 
 

Our Preacher 
Brandon Starling 
 
 

Weekly Reading 
“But as for you, speak the things which are  

proper for sound doctrine.” 
Titus 2:1 

midtowncoc.org 


