
Have You Been Offended? 

By: Robert Dodson 

W e all offend one another. We should 

not want to and should try not to, 

but sometimes we do; sometimes 

without even realizing it. When we see that we 

have offended someone it should make us feel 

very bad. We should apologize and ask their 

forgiveness. We should try and make it right. 

We should try and be careful not to make the 

same mistake again, yet sometimes we do. 

We should be forgiving towards one another, 
though some will never forgive. We should go 
to those we have offended to make things 
right with them. We should go to those who 
have offended us to make things right with 
them. If we refuse to admit our offenses and 
do not do what we can to make it right, we 
cannot be forgiven. If we refuse to forgive one 
another, we cannot be forgiven. We must 
always be ready and willing to forgive, but 
forgiveness can only be received if we are truly 
penitent. 
  
We should not hold a grudge, nor harbor any 
hatred, wrath or envy in our hearts but 
remember that our pain and the pain we cause 
one another does not go unnoticed by the 
Lord. We should endure those who offend us 
in everything without vengeance or retaliation 
and leave it to God knowing that He will 
always do what is right. We should love those 
who offend us by praying for them, blessing 

them and doing good to them because we are 
the children of God. We should forgive as we 
have been forgiven by the Lord. 
  
Read Psalms 32; 51; Matthew 5:21-26, 38-48; 
6:12-15; 18:15-35; Mark 11:24-26; Luke 17:1-4; 
19:8; Acts 2:36-41; 8:21-24; Romans 12:9-21; 
2 Corinthians 2:1-11; Ephesians 4:31-32; 
Colossians 3:12-15; James 5:16; 1 John 1:5-
2:2. 
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Marriage Was God’s Idea 

Selected Article 

From the beginning God saw that it was not 

good for man to be alone and made a helper 

comparable to him (Genesis 2:18). He brought 

the woman to the man and said, “Therefore a 

man shall leave his father and mother and be 

joined to his wife, and they shall become one 

flesh” (Genesis 2:21-24). This was God’s idea 

of marriage.  

There are those who have other ideas about 

marriage. Some refuse marriage, while others 

forbid marriage. Some want sexual relations 

without marriage. Some want sexual relations 

outside of their marriage. Some want a 

polygamous marriage. Some want a same sex 

marriage. Some want a divorce from their 

marriage partner. Some want to marry 

another. 

Jesus, the Christ, spoke about marriage, 

divorce and remarriage (Matthew 5:31-32; 

19:1-9; Mark 10:1-2; Luke 16:18). He upheld 

God’s idea of marriage not man’s ideas. He 

taught that divorce was not an option, except 

for sexual immorality. He further taught that 

to marry another would cause one to commit 

adultery.  

Paul, an apostle of Christ, also taught about 

these things (1 Corinthians 7). He taught that 

the married must not leave nor divorce one 

another and if they do to remain unmarried or 

to be reconciled (vv. 10-11). He also taught 

that if an unbelieving spouse is not willing to 

live with a believing spouse that the believing 

spouse is not held responsible when the 

unbelieving spouse departs the marriage (vv. 

12-16). He further taught that a woman is 

bound by law as long as her husband lives (vv. 

39-40) and that if she marries another while 

he is alive, she shall be called an adulteress 

(Romans 7:2-3). 

  

The God-inspired book of Hebrews reads, 

“Marriage is honorable among all, and the bed 

undefiled; but fornicators and adulterers God 

will judge” (Hebrews 13:4). 

  

We must uphold God’s idea for marriage from 

the beginning and not substitute our ideas for 

God’s idea of marriage. 

 

 



Upcoming Events 
 
Sat. Feb. 4: Midtown will host Ladies Day with 
our sister Candice Starling as the speaker. Save 
this date Ladies! There is a food sign up sheet in 
the hallway. 
 
Area Events (More info on the bulletin board in 
the hallway): 
 
Feb. 11—Ladies Day @BCS church of Christ 
 
March 2-5, 2023: Arise and Overcome at South-
west church of Christ. 
 

 
Prayer List 
Prayer Requests:  
 
Rieke Bass who is at home but still recovering 
from surgery.  
 
Guadalupe Rodriguez who suffered a stroke re-
cently. 
 
Patsy Serenil, Eddie Serenil’s mother, who was 
recently diagnosed with cancer, only has three 
months to live.  
 
Joyce Faires’ niece’s granddaughter, Ezme, who 
was born premature.  
 
Richard Hill, who’s brother Carl passed away re-
cently.  
 
Braxton Flonnory, who broke his finger last 
week.  
 
Nancy and Ken Dorries who are ill with allergies. 
 
 

Members 
Jeff Cannady, Les Daltry, Kin and Sandra Marie, 
Ann Pantel, Veronica Serenil, Clark Withers, Dee 
Gilpatrick. 
 

Service Roster 
Week of January  22, 2023 
 

Sunday Morning 
Scripture Reading ................... Kirk FitzSimmons 
Song Leader .................................. Kevin Sheeran 
 
Opening Prayer ......................... James Cammock 
Closing Prayer............................... Lupe Escojido 
 
Lord’s Supper & Offering 
Bread .............................................Mike Atkinson 
Cup .................................................... Ken Dorries 
Offering .......................................... Will Burleson 
Assist .............................................. Willie Fossati 
Assist ...................................... Luke FitzSimmons  
Assist ............................................... Steve Randle  
 

Sunday Evening 
Song Leader ...................................... Ken Dorries 
 
Opening Prayer ............................. Lupe Escojido 
Closing Prayer................................. Bryant Siegel 
 
Lord’s Supper & Offering…………. .. Ken Dorries/ 
Will Burleson 
 

Wednesday Evening 
Adult Class ............................... Brandon Starling 
Song Leader ...................................... Ken Dorries 
Devotional .......................................... Ron White 
 

Other 
Prepare Communion . .................. Randle Family 
 

Congregational News 
Birthdays 
Phillip Garcia….....………..…….….....……...…Jan. 24 
Nancy Fortenberry...………………...…………..Jan. 25 
Amy Cuevas………………………………………….Jan. 25 
Julia Atkinson……………………………………...Jan. 26 
 

Anniversaries 
Richard & Marva Hill…..…….….......……...…Jan. 25 

If you have any prayer requests or upcoming  

events to be announced, please contact our  

secretary, Nina Siegel, at (361) 573-0030 or email  

office.midtownchurch@gmail.com 

Food Helpers for the month of Jan.    -  Team A.   

We rejoice that Zain Terry was baptized last 

Sunday. May his walk with Christ bear much 

fruit.  



Service Times 
Sunday Morning Bible Class……………….9:00 a.m. 
Sunday Morning Worship………………...10:00 a.m. 
Sunday Evening Worship…………….……..5:00 p.m. 
Wednesday Bible Class……………………….7:00 p.m. 
  

Attendance Records 
Week of January 15, 2023 
 
A.M. Bible Class…………………………...………..….66 

A.M. Worship…………………….……….…….………107 
P.M. Worship……………………………….……..…....60 
Wednesday Bible Class……..…………..…..……....64 

 
 
Financial information is located on the bulletin 

board in the hallway.  
 
 
 

Supported Works 
John & Carla Moore Bible Land Passages 
 

5901 N. Main 
Victoria, TX 77904 
361-573-0030 
 

Weekly Communication!  To receive the Midtown Messenger and other congregational news to your inbox each 
week, please email events.midtowncoc@gmail.com. 

Our Elders 
Mark FitzSimmons 
Ron White  
 
 

Our Deacons 
James Cammock—Evangelism 
Lupe Escojido— Benevolence 
Bryant Siegel—Education and Finance 
 
 

Our Preacher 
Brandon Starling 
 
 

Weekly Reading 
“But avoid foolish and ignorant disputes,  

knowing that they generate strife.” 
2 Timothy 2: 23 

midtowncoc.org 


