
Close To Having A Heart Attack 

By: Dan Jenkins 

W hen the Lord said, “Keep your heart 
with all diligence, for out of it spring 
the issues of life” (Prov. 4:23), He 

obviously is not talking about that large 
muscle in our chests. The Bible uses the word 
“heart” over 800 times and almost always, if 
not actually always, refers to that inner part of 
our being. When the Lord discussed the 
greatest commandment, He spoke of loving 
God will all our heart, soul, and mind. That 
inner part of us is our soul. 
 
What does it mean to keep your heart with all 
diligence? Our time and energy is limited and 
priority must be given to those things which 
are truly important. When the Lord described 
the attention which must be given to the 
heart, He used the word “all.” There is nothing 
more important than to devote ourselves and 
our time and energy to caring for our heart. 
Satan understands this and works to cause a 
severe “heart attack.” 
 
Look at some of the words used to describe 
how we are to keep our heart. We are 
to love the Lord with all our heart (Deut. 
6:5). We are to seek the Lord will all our heart 
(Deut. 4:29). We are to serve the Lord will 
all our heart (Deut. 10:12). We are 
to obey the Lord with all of our heart (Deut. 
30:2). We are to trust the Lord with all our 
heart (Prov. 3:5). We are to turn to the Lord 
with all our heart (Deut. 30:10). Consider 
carefully the words mentioned above—love, 

seek, serve, obey, trust and turn. What could 
be more important than these words! 
 
Think about it for a moment. If you were 
Satan, how would you attack the heart of 
Christians? It would not be a full-frontal 
attack using temptations he might openly use 
against the most worldly individuals. Is it not 
reasonable to see him getting the righteous to 
modify the level of their dedication? Would he 
not seek to weaken the love, the seeking, the 
serving, the obeying, the trusting and the 
turning to God? Would he not do this while at 
the same time deceiving us so we can hardly 
see the changes? In reality, it is a full-frontal 
attack, and we are not even aware of it. This is 
why the Bible speaks of the deceitfulness of 
sin. 
 
Sometimes we measure our heart conditions 
by looking in the wrong places. Jesus 
described how the people in the first century 
focused on the external. “This people honors 
Me with their lips, but their heart is far from 
Me” (Mark 7:6). These same words seem to 
describe our own day. Can we not see the 
danger in the way he attacks us? Satan attacks 
our hearts in this same way, and he wins if we 
are deceived by him. Think about the list of 
words mentioned above, just make sure that 
you are not close to a heart attack. 
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A Spirit of Obedience 

Selected Article 

H ow much do you love God? When it 
comes to living righteously before Him, 
can He see your zeal or lack of it in your 

daily service to His cause—the church. When 
the Lord comes, will you be found on the 
battlefield fighting evil? Will you be found 
seeking and saving lost souls?  Is this not what 
serving God is all about?  Brethren, we must 
have a spirit of obedience to God? 
 
In order to soldier for Christ, preparedness is 
essential, for without training in His Word, 
how will one know how to live righteously and 
speak of the truth to souls in need of the blood 
of Christ? The apostle Paul taught Timothy 
the necessity of being “…approved unto God, a 
workman that needs not to be ashamed, 
rightly dividing the word of truth” (2 Timothy 
2:15). A knowledgeable, well trained, 
enthusiastic Christian soldier is ready to enter 
the fight against the forces of evil. 
 
The apostle Paul, speaking of Epaphras, 
declared, “For I bear him record, that he has a 
great zeal for you, and them that are in 
Laodicea, and them in Hierapolis” (Colossians 
4:13). Do brethren know by our actions that 
we have zeal for them? Could the evil one 
testify in a positive way concerning our service 
and productivity for the church? Or would he 
testify that we no longer have any fight in us? 
That is to say, we have now become ex-
soldiers who once fought well, but have given 
up. 
 
Jesus was loyal to us! How so? Paul, speaking 
on His faithfulness, penned, “He gave himself 
for us, that He might redeem us from all 
iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar 
people, zealous of good works” (Titus 
2:14).  As a members of this band of peculiar 
people, we must give our energy and devotion 
to Jesus who died  to redeem us from sin. 
The apostle Paul, instructing the elders at 
Ephesus, admonished them to “Take heed 
unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the 

which the Holy Ghost has made you overseers, 
to feed the church of God, which he hath 
purchased with His own blood” (Acts 20:28). 
Since Jesus died to purchase the church, 
Disciples of Christ must understand God 
expects true love, knowledge, sacrifice, 
devotion and zeal? 
 
Encouraging the Colossian brethren, the 
apostle Paul penned “…and whatever you do, 
do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto 
men; Knowing that of the Lord you shall 
receive the reward of the inheritance; for you 
serve the Lord Christ” (Colossians 3:23-24). 
Knowing the price Jesus paid for the church, 
can He count on you to be a dedicated, 
determined soldier, zealous for His cause? Do 
you have a spirit of obedience? 
 
 



Upcoming Events 
 
TODAY! Ladies Day Meeting at 4pm in the fel-
lowship hall.  
 
Sat. Feb. 4: Midtown will host Ladies Day with 
our sister Candice Starling as the speaker. Save 
this date Ladies! There is a food sign up sheet in 
the hallway. 
 
Area Events (More info on the bulletin board in 
the hallway): 
 
March 2-5, 2023: Arise and Overcome at South-
west church of Christ. 
 

 
Prayer List 
Prayer Requests:  
 
Rieke Bass who is at home but still recovering 
from surgery.  
 
Guadalupe Rodriguez who suffered a stroke and 
is in DeTar hospital room 461. 
 
Patsy Serenil, Eddie Serenil’s mother, who was 
recently diagnosed with cancer, only has three 
months to live.  
 
Veronica Serenil, who requested prayers for 
strength and encouragement.  
 
 

Members 
Jeff Cannady, Les Daltry, Kin and Sandra Marie, 
Ann Pantel, Veronica Serenil, Clark Withers, Dee 
Gilpatrick. 
 

Service Roster 
Week of January  15, 2023 
 

Sunday Morning 
Scripture Reading ............................... Jack Jobes 
Song Leader ...................................... Doug Jobes 
 
Opening Prayer ............................. Lupe Escojido 
Closing Prayer........................................ Bill York 
 
Lord’s Supper & Offering 
Bread .............................................Mike Atkinson 
Cup .................................................... Ken Dorries 
Offering .......................................... Will Burleson 
Assist .............................................. Willie Fossati 
Assist ...................................... Luke FitzSimmons  
Assist ............................................... Steve Randle  
 

Sunday Evening 
Song Leader .......................................... Rick Bass 
 
Opening Prayer ............................... Bryant Siegel 
Closing Prayer........................... James Cammock 
 
Lord’s Supper & Offering…………. .. Ken Dorries/ 
Will Burleson 
 

Wednesday Evening 
Adult Class ............................... Brandon Starling 
Song Leader ...................................... Doug Jobes 
Devotional ............................... Brandon Starling 
 

Other 
Prepare Communion . .................. Randle Family 
 

Congregational News 
Birthdays 
Rick Bass………….....…………….….....……...…Jan. 15 
Nina Siegel……………………………...…………..Jan. 21 
 
 

 

If you have any prayer requests or upcoming  

events to be announced, please contact our  

secretary, Nina Siegel, at (361) 573-0030 or email  

office.midtownchurch@gmail.com 

Food Helpers for the month of Jan.    -  Team A.   

Sign up sheets for hosting Youth Devos, pre-

paring communion, and opening & closing 

the building for 2023 are on the bulletin 

board in the hallway. 

If you have a wheelchair that you would be 

willing to donate, please see Ron White. 



Service Times 
Sunday Morning Bible Class……………….9:00 a.m. 
Sunday Morning Worship………………...10:00 a.m. 
Sunday Evening Worship…………….……..5:00 p.m. 
Wednesday Bible Class……………………….7:00 p.m. 
  

Attendance Records 
Week of January 8, 2023 
 
A.M. Bible Class…………………………...………..….57 

A.M. Worship…………………….……….…….……….88 
P.M. Worship……………………………….……..…....58 
Wednesday Bible Class……..…………..…..……....60 

 
 
Financial information is located on the bulletin 

board in the hallway.  
 
 
 

Supported Works 
John & Carla Moore Bible Land Passages 
 

5901 N. Main 
Victoria, TX 77904 
361-573-0030 
 

Weekly Communication!  To receive the Midtown Messenger and other congregational news to your inbox each 
week, please email events.midtowncoc@gmail.com. 

Our Elders 
Mark FitzSimmons 
Ron White  
 
 

Our Deacons 
James Cammock—Evangelism 
Lupe Escojido— Benevolence 
Bryant Siegel—Education and Finance 
 
 

Our Preacher 
Brandon Starling 
 
 

Weekly Reading 
“Beware, brethren, lest there be in any of you an 
evil heart of unbelief in departing from the living 

God.” 
Hebrews 3:12 

midtowncoc.org 


