
The Importance of Final Words 

By: Dan Jenkins 

I  am not sure the reason, but it seems that 
most of us remember the last words spoken 
to us by those who are deceased. Those words 

sometimes reflect the last thoughts of those who 
are dying and the final message they give to us. 
Consider these last words of the saints of God. 
 
The last words of Jacob were, “Bury me with my 
fathers in the cave…which Abraham 
bought” (Gen. 49:29, 30). Joseph’s final 
words? “God will surely visit you, and you shall 
carry up my bones from here” (Gen. 50:25). At 
the end of the life of Joshua, he urged Israel to 
choose what he had chosen for himself and his 
household. The people then said, “We will serve 
the Lord.” Joshua took a large stone, placing it 
under an oak tree and said, “The stone…has 
heard all the words…it shall therefore be a 
witness to you, lest you deny your God” (Josh. 
24:15-27). Those were the last words Israel 
heard from him. 
 
The last words of Jesus before He died are well 
known. “Father into your hands, I commit My 
spirit” (Luke 23:46).  These words, first 
spoken by David (Psa. 31:5) in the midst of his 
trials, were so much in the heart of Jesus that 
they comforted Him as He died. 
 
Stephen was the first Christian martyr, and he 
fully understood the principle of what would 
Jesus do. As he was being stoned, he visually 
knew Jesus awaited him in heaven. He said, 
“Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” Then as he died, 
he said, “Lord, do not charge them with this 
sin” (Acts 7:59-60). 
 

What final message would you like to give to 
your family? Because they may not be able to 
hear you speak these words, I have known many 
Christians who have written a final message to 
be read by their loved ones after they die. Some 
have even left video messages for those who 
remain. 
 
Those Old Testament saints spoke words to 
remind those still on the earth that God still 
reigned. Jacob and Joseph gave instructions 
that were tied to the fact that God was in their 
lives. Joshua left a large stone as a visual 
reminder that would be there many years to 
remind the Jews of the vows they had made to 
God. 
 
Those who heard the final words of Jesus and 
Stephen could never forget those words about 
what death really was like. Death is that time 
when our souls depart from this body and are 
received into the hands of God. What a blessing 
death is when viewed in this way. What a 
blessing it is to think that Jesus showed Stephen 
this truth. Of greater significance, what a 
blessing that He has showed us. 
 
Your final words? They may not be nearly as 
important as the final message you leave by the 
way you lived. 
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Good Versus Best 

Selected Article 

How easy it is to be distracted by the business of 
life! We go to work, take the kids to practice, 
clean the house, mow the lawn, and a dozen 
other items on our to-do list, almost daily. Our 
schedules are filled from top to bottom with so 
many tasks and chores it often becomes 
overwhelming. In truth, these things are not 
wrong in and of themselves. God expects us to 
work hard to provide a living; proper home 
maintenance is a part of good stewardship; and 
it is important to spend quality time with 
friends and family. The trouble is that we can 
allow ourselves to become so monopolized by 
these good things that we leave no time or 
energy for the best things. 
 
This struggle is not unique to our generation. 
Luke tells us of two sisters, Mary and Martha, 
who dealt with the same dilemma (Luke 11:38-
42). Martha “welcomed Jesus into her home” 
and as any good host, she busied herself with 
serving and seeing to matters of hospitality. 
Mary, however, placed herself before the feet of 
the Lord and fixed her attention on Him. Her 
willingness to ignore the conventional 
responsibilities of hospitality bothered Martha 
and prompted her to ask, “Lord, do You not care 
that my sister has left me to serve alone? 
Therefore tell her to help me” (Luke 10:40). 
Jesus’ reply corrected her perspective. “Martha, 
Martha, you are worried and troubled about 
many things. But one thing is needed, and Mary 
has chosen that good part, which will not be 
taken away from her” (Luke 10:41-42). 
 
At some point we all walk in Martha’s shoes. 
Her desire to be the best host she could be was 
not sinful, but neither was it the best course of 
action. If the Savior is teaching in your home, 
forget the fine China, paper plates will do! Like 
Martha, we tend to become so focused with the 
“good” things that we fail to see the best. 
Because of work and family obligations, we 
slight ourselves of personal Bible study time, 
our prayer life suffers, and our service to the 
Lord consists of what little time and energy we 
have leftover. But, this is a bad substitute and 
will ultimately leave us spiritually empty. So, as 

we look to the future, and how we can better 
ourselves in His services, let us remember the 
lesson of Martha and not choose what is good 
over what is best. 
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Upcoming Events 
 
*Youth Devo for January had been cancelled.* 
 
Sat. Feb. 4: Midtown will host Ladies Day with 
our sister Candice Starling as the speaker. Save 
this date Ladies! There is a food sign up sheet in 
the hallway. 
 
Area Events (More info on the bulletin board in 
the hallway): 
 
January 6-8: Creationism Versus Evolution at 
Mathis church of Christ. 
 
Jan. 14-15: To Know and Be Known at Riverside 
church of Christ. 
 
March 2-5, 2023: Arise and Overcome at South-
west church of Christ. 
 

 
Prayer List 
Prayer Requests:  
 
The family of Faye Henderson. Faye passed away 
recently.  
 
Rieke Bass, who is in the hospital.  
 
 

Members 
Jeff Cannady, Les Daltry, Kin and Sandra Marie, 
Ann Pantel, Veronica Serenil, Clark Withers, Dee 
Gilpatrick. 
 

 

Service Roster 
Week of January  8, 2023 
 

Sunday Morning 
Scripture Reading ............................. Dan Fielder 
Song Leader .......................................... Rick Bass 
 
Opening Prayer ...................................... Bill York 
Closing Prayer................................. Bryant Siegel 
 
Lord’s Supper & Offering 
Bread .............................................Mike Atkinson 
Cup .................................................... Ken Dorries 
Offering .......................................... Will Burleson 
Assist .............................................. Willie Fossati 
Assist ...................................... Luke FitzSimmons  
Assist ............................................... Steve Randle  
 

Sunday Evening 
Song Leader ............................ Kirk FitzSimmons 
 
Opening Prayer ......................... James Cammock 
Closing Prayer................................. Jeff Cannady 
 
Lord’s Supper & Offering…………. .. Ken Dorries/ 
Will Burleson 
 

Wednesday Evening 
Adult Class ............................... Brandon Starling 
Song Leader ............................. Brandon Starling 
Devotional ...................................... Bryant Siegel 
 

Other 
Prepare Communion . .................. Randle Family 
 

Congregational News 
Birthdays 
Brandon Starling....…………….……....……...…Jan. 9 
Richard Hill……………………………..…………..Jan. 11 
 

Anniversaries 
Brandon & Candice Starling…….………….….Jan. 9 
 

If you have any prayer requests or upcoming  

events to be announced, please contact our  

secretary, Nina Siegel, at (361) 573-0030 or email  

office.midtownchurch@gmail.com 

Food Helpers for the month of Jan.    -  Team A.   

We rejoice that Colt Richards and Phyliss Ja-

cobs were baptized last Sunday. May their 

walk with Christ bear much fruit.  

Pocket Directories for 2023: 

Please check your family information on the 

table in the foyer. Deadline to make changes 

is Wed. Jan. 11, 2023. 



Service Times 
Sunday Morning Bible Class……………….9:00 a.m. 
Sunday Morning Worship………………...10:00 a.m. 
Sunday Evening Worship…………….……..5:00 p.m. 
Wednesday Bible Class……………………….7:00 p.m. 
  

Attendance Records 
Week of January 1, 2023 
 
A.M. Bible Class…………………………...………..….69 

A.M. Worship…………………….……….…….……….103 
P.M. Worship……………………………….……..…....58 
Wednesday Bible Class……..…………..…..……....61 

 
 
Financial information is located on the bulletin 

board in the hallway.  
 
 
 

Supported Works 
John & Carla Moore Bible Land Passages 
 

5901 N. Main 
Victoria, TX 77904 
361-573-0030 
 

Weekly Communication!  To receive the Midtown Messenger and other congregational news to your inbox each 
week, please email events.midtowncoc@gmail.com. 

Our Elders 
Mark FitzSimmons 
Ron White  
 
 

Our Deacons 
James Cammock—Evangelism 
Lupe Escojido— Benevolence 
Bryant Siegel—Education and Finance 
 
 

Our Preacher 
Brandon Starling 
 
 

Weekly Reading 
“As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the 

Lord, so walk in Him.” 
Colossians 2:6 
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