
As Long As I Am in This Body 
By: Dan Jenkins 

I n the closing verses of John, Jesus foretold 
the nature of the death of Peter. He reminded 
Peter of that time when he was young and 

could dress himself and was free to go wherever 
he wanted. He then said, “But when you are old 
another will gird you and carry you where you 
do not wish.” 
 The Holy Spirit then adds these comments, 
“This He said to show by what kind of death he 
was to glorify God” (John 21:18-19). Tradition 
says that Peter was crucified, but, at his request, 
he was crucified upside down for he did not feel 
worthy to die like Jesus. 
 
We are not sure of the details of Peter’s death, 
but we do have his writings shortly before he 
died. “Knowing that shortly I must put off my 
tent, just as the Lord Jesus Christ showed 
me” (2 Pet. 1:14). They show us how he used 
the short time he had. 
 
Note how Peter regarded his own body. It was 
just a tent. It was not his eternal dwelling. Some 
who pay so much attention to keeping the body 
fit and healthy, getting proper exercise and 
eating the proper food, fail to realize that while 
bodily exercise profits, godliness is “…profitable 
for all things, having promise for the life that 
now is and of that which is to come” (1 Tim. 
4:8). Paul speaks of how in this tent we groan, 
earnestly desiring to be clothed in heavenly 
garments (2 Cor. 5:1-2). We must never forget 
that our body is simply a tent which we lay aside 
in death. 
 

With death approaching, what was Peter doing 
with the time he had left? He was spending time 
with those who already knew truth and was not 
negligent in reminding the saved of these 
matters, so that they could continue to be 
established in the truth they already knew (2 
Pet. 1:12). 
 
He was spending time “as long as I am in this 
tent” to always remind them and to stir them up 
by that reminding (2 Pet. 1:12-13). There is a 
grave danger in the lives of Christians today of a 
vital truth. As they mature, they reach a point 
when they think they no longer need Sunday 
Bible classes, Sunday evening service and 
Wednesday classes. Failure to continue to study 
the Bible or to think we already know it is so 
dangerous. Peter knew the Christians to whom 
he was writing already knew what he was telling 
them, but he also knew that hearing truths again 
and again strengthens us. 
 
Peter saw that how he spent his life would 
impact the lives of those after he brought glory 
to God in how he died. “I will be careful to 
ensure that you always have a reminder of these 
things after my decease” (2 Pet. 1:15). In death 
we leave behind a treasure of eternal truth that 
will remind others. 
 
Think about it. What are you doing “as long as 
you are in this tent”? 
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The Immeasurable Love of Christ 
Article Selected 

P aul finished his masterful dissertation on 
the church of the Christ, and he began to 
close the “doctrinal” section of his letter to 

the Ephesians before beginning the “practical 
section.”  In this transition, he penned a prayer 
on behalf of his brethren, in which he made at 
least five distinct requests.  The fourth desire in 
his list is that God “would grant” them to “be 
able to comprehend with all the saints what is 
the width and length and depth and height—to 
know the love of Christ which passes 
knowledge” (Eph. 3:14-19).  Ponder, for a 
moment, the love of Christ.  There is no greater 
subject on which to meditate!  How much can 
you stretch your mind around it? 
 
The width of Christ’s love.  Perhaps this is 
to draw our minds to the truth that the love of 
Christ embraces all people, regardless of race, 
culture, social status, economic status, 
education, etc.  When Jesus died on the cross, 
He literally stretched His arms as wide as they 
would go to demonstrate the all-encompassing 
love He has for mankind (Rom. 5:8; Heb. 
2:9; 2 Cor. 5:15).  No one is excluded! 
 
The length of Christ’s love.  Perhaps this is 
to draw our minds to the truth that the love of 
Christ “never fails” (1 Cor. 13:8).  From 
eternity past (before the foundation of the 
world, 1 Pet. 1:19-21) into eternity future (if we 
can use such terminology), His love for you 
always has been, currently is and always will 
be!  How far has He gone to prove His love? 
 
The depth of Christ’s love.  Perhaps this is 
to draw our minds to the truth that the love of 
Christ compelled Him to leave the splendor and 
glory of heaven (John 17:5) to come down into 
the depths of the earth (Phil. 2:5-8), in order 
to reach down and save the vilest of sinners (1 
Tim. 1:12-15; 1 Cor. 6:9-11).  Even though we 
were “dead in trespasses and sins,” “His great 
love with which He loved us” (Eph. 2:1-4) 
drove Him to incomprehensible depths! 
 
The height of Christ’s love.  Perhaps this is 
to draw our minds to the truth that the love of 
Christ raises one up from the waters of baptism 

and honors him to wear the name that is above 
every name—the name of Christ (1 Pet. 4:16), 
and makes him to “sit in the heavenly places in 
Christ Jesus” (Eph. 2:6)—i.e., the church 
(Eph. 3:21).  Even more, He has “reserved” (1 
Pet. 1:3-5) an eternal home “in heaven 
above” (cf. Deut. 4:39). 
 
After talking about “the width and length and 
depth and height” of the love of Christ, Paul 
then says that it “surpasses knowledge” (i.e., it 
extraordinarily exceeds any scale on which we 
could place it)!  That is why I wrote with each 
expression, “Perhaps this is to draw our 
minds.”  The reality is that we will never be able 
to measure and fully comprehend the 
immensity of the love of Christ!  What a 
thought! 
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Upcoming Events 
 
TODAY! Please welcome Brandon Starling and 
his family.  
 
10/9: Youth Devo at the home of the Jobes. Girls 
bring desserts, boys bring drinks.  
 
10/16: A welcome fellowship honoring the Star-
ling family will be held after evening services. 
Please bring sandwiches. A cake will be provided. 
 
Oct. 30-Nov. 1: Midtown will be hosting an evan-
gelism seminar with guest speaker Rob Whitacre. 
There will be a potluck luncheon after morning 
service with a 1pm afternoon service.  Please 
bring a potluck dish to share. (This luncheon will 
be in lieu of Nov. 6) 
 
 
Area Events (More info on the bulletin board in 
the hallway): 
 
Oct. 7-9: Creation & Evolution Seminar at Weber 
Road 
 
Oct. 15: Saturday Workshop for Bible class teach-
ers at Mathis church of Christ Ladies Day. Please 
contact Kelly Cannady or Nia FitzSimmons if you 
would like to carpool.  
 
Oct. 16-21: A Faith that Counts by Patrick Ham-
mock hosted by Goliad church of Christ. 
 
Oct. 23-26: Gospel meeting at Portland church of 
Christ. 
 
Nov. 12: Bible Bowl 2022 at Weber Road 
 

Prayer List 
Prayer Requests:  
David Clifton, Allen Clifton’s brother, who has 
been battling cancer. Doctors have said he has 
about one month to live. Please keep Allen and 
his family in your prayers.  The Janak’s who have 
COVID (Vergie Shelton’s family).  
 
 
 
 

Members 
Jeff Cannady, Les Daltry, Kin and Sandra Marie, 
Ann Pantel, Veronica Serenil, Clark Withers, Dee 
Gilpatrick, Faye Henderson. 
 

Service Roster 
Week of October 9, 2022 
 

Sunday Morning 
Scripture Reading ................... Kirk FitzSimmons 
Song Leader .......................................... Rick Bass 
 
Opening Prayer ............................Fred Scherffius 
Closing Prayer...............................Mike Atkinson 
 
Lord’s Supper & Offering 
Bread ......................................... James Cammock 
Cup ......................................... Clifton Rutherford 
Offering ............................................... Ron White 
Assist .............................................Mike Atkinson 
Assist ............................................. Lupe Escojido  
Assist ............................................... Bryant Siegel  
 

Sunday Evening 
Song Leader .................................Fred Scherffius 
 
Opening Prayer ...................... Clifton Rutherford  
Closing Prayer......................... Kirk FitzSimmons  
 
Lord’s Supper & Offering…………. Lupe Escojido, 
Bryant Siegel 
 

Wednesday Evening 
Adult Class ............................... Brandon Starling 
Song Leader ...................................... Ken Dorries 
Devotional .......................................... Ron White 
 

Other 
Prepare Communion .................................... Bass 
 

Congregational News 
Birthdays 
Sunday Rodriguez.....………….....……..…...…Oct. 12 
Autumn Hoblak...……………...……..…………..Oct. 13 
Clark Withers.....……………...……..…………...Oct. 14 
Pam Clifton......…......……………...……..…..…Oct. 15 
 

Anniversaries 
Ken & Sandra Marie….…………...……..…...…Oct. 12 

 

If you have any prayer requests or upcoming  

events to be announced, please contact our  

secretary, Nina Siegel, at (361) 573-0030. 

Food Helpers for the month of Oct.    -  Team B.   



Service Times 
Sunday Morning Bible Class……………….9:00 a.m. 
Sunday Morning Worship………………...10:00 a.m. 
Sunday Evening Worship…………….……..5:00 p.m. 
Wednesday Bible Class……………………….7:00 p.m. 
  

Attendance Records 
Week of October 2, 2022 
 
A.M. Bible Class…………………………...………..….53 

A.M. Worship…………………….……….…….……….89 
P.M. Worship……………………………….……..…....46 
Wednesday Bible Class……..…………..…..……....55 

 
 
Financial information is located on the bulletin 

board in the hallway.  
 
 
 

Supported Works 
John & Carla Moore Bible Land Passages 
B.K. York Southwest School of Bible Studies 

5901 N. Main 
Victoria, TX 77904 
361-573-0030 
 

Weekly Communication!  To receive the Midtown Messenger and other congregational news to your inbox each 
week, please email events.midtowncoc@gmail.com. 

Our Elders 
Mark FitzSimmons 
Ron White  
 
 

Our Deacons 
James Cammock—Evangelism 
Lupe Escojido— Benevolence 
Bryant Siegel—Education and Finance 
 
 

Our Preacher 
Brandon Starling 
 
 

Weekly Reading 
“Yet in all these things we are more than  
conquerors through Him who loved us.” 

Romans 8:37 
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