
God Is Waiting 
By: Josh Blackmer 

H ow long do you wait? You are at a traffic 
light. It goes from red to green. The 
person in front of you is clearly 

distracted, and your lane is the only one not 
moving. How long do you wait before you take 
action? You are seated at a restaurant. Ten 
minutes pass, and no one has taken your drink 
order. It is busy but not slammed. They 
should’ve come to the table by now. How long 
do you wait before you leave or talk to the 
manager? While in some cultures time is viewed 
very differently, for us, we are a very fast-paced 
society. Our expectations of timely results and 
actions are very high. So, when we are forced to 
wait, as in the scenes afore mentioned, we are 
put to the test. How long will we wait? I bring 
this up to reflect on the patience of God. 
 
Peter, in his second letter, brings to our 
attention that in the latter days there would be 
mockers saying, “Where is the promise of His 
coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all 
continues just as it was from the beginning of 
creation” (2 Pet. 3:4). These that Peter 
mentioned were mocking God and using it as 
evidence to His contrary. However, it is still a 
question we might ask. How long, O Lord? 
 
Peter reminds us of some facts to help keep 
things in perspective. The first is that the world 
has been destroyed once already. “For when 
they maintain this, it escapes their notice that 
by the word of God the heavens existed long ago 
and the earth was formed out of water and by 
water, through which the world at that time was 

destroyed, being flooded with water. But by His 
word the present heavens and earth are being 
reserved for fire, kept for the day of judgment 
and destruction of ungodly men” (2 Pet. 3:5-
7).  We know from genealogies in the book of 
Genesis that the time from creation to the flood 
was roughly 1,656 years. How much of that was 
God’s patience tested? 
 
The second fact is that God does not reckon 
time as we do. “But do not let this one fact 
escape your notice, beloved, that with the Lord 
one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand 
years like one day” (2 Pet. 3:8). We must 
remember that time is a created construct that 
He is not bound by. It was hundreds of years 
from the promises given to Abraham until they 
were brought to fruition. It was thousands of 
years before the messianic prophecies were 
fulfilled. We need to remember God is playing 
the long game. 
 
Finally, Peter reminds us that we serve a patient 
God. “The Lord is not slow about His promise, 
as some count slowness, but is patient toward 
you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to 
come to repentance” (2 Pet. 3:9). God is 
waiting for us. He hasn’t blown the horn yet. 
Knowing that He will, Peter reminds us how we 
should live in holiness for a day that will come 
(3:11). 
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By Their Fruits 

Article Selected 

T he day after Jesus’ triumphal entry into 
Jerusalem this curious event unfolds. On 
the next day, when they had left Bethany, 

He became hungry. Seeing at a distance a fig 
tree in leaf, He went to see if perhaps He 
would find anything on it, and when He came 
to it, He found nothing but leaves, for it was 
not the season for figs. “He said to it, ‘May no 
one ever eat fruit from you again!’ And His 
disciples were listening” (Mark 11:12-14). 
Later, Jesus and His followers returned, and 
the tree was “withered from the roots 
up” (Mark 11:20). At this point, Jesus used 
the dead tree as a lesson about prayers of 
faith. This was indeed an opportunity for 
insight concerning the dimensions and the 
power of prayer. But before that, when He 
first confronted the tree, the issue at hand was 
something else. The issue at hand was a tree 
failing as a tree. 
 
For Jesus, this was not a simple outburst of 
frustration. Fueled by anger, Jesus would 
soon enter the temple and carry out some 
extreme renovation in order to make a point 
(Mark 11:15). His displeasure toward the tree 
also had a purpose. When He first approached 
the fig tree, He was not pleased when He 
discovered it was missing a key element — 
figs. There is often established a parallel 
between mankind and plants. Jesus referred 
to a fig tree in one of His parables. And He 
began telling this parable: “A man had a fig 
tree which had been planted in his vineyard; 
and he came looking for fruit on it and did not 
find any. And he said to the vineyard-keeper, 
‘Behold, for three years I have come looking 
for fruit on this fig tree without finding any. 
Cut it down! Why does it even use up the 
ground?’ And he answered and said to him, 
‘Let it alone, sir, for this year too, until I dig 
around it and put in fertilizer; and if it bears 
fruit next year, fine; but if not, cut it 
down’” (Luke 13:6-9). There were certain 
expectations concerning this tree. If 
expectations were not met, there was a limit to 

the time allowed for it to produce fruit. So, 
when Jesus confronted the tree, He was not 
merely expressing His anger. There was a 
lesson right then and right there. Anyone who 
followed Christ would be expected to live a life 
that produced fruit. “You will know them by 
their fruits. Grapes are not gathered from 
thorn bushes nor figs from thistles, are they? 
So, every good tree bears good fruit, but the 
bad tree bears bad fruit. A good tree cannot 
produce bad fruit, nor can a bad tree produce 
good fruit” (Matt. 7:16-18). The lesson here 
is that people are defined in the same way, 
and the ultimate fate of a person is 
determined by what is produced by his life. 
“Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut 
down and thrown into the fire” (Matt. 7:19). 
Being known by our fruits can be both 
liberating or the most scary thought, 
depending on your fruit. 
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Upcoming Events 
 
TODAY!: Ron White will be preaching in the 
morning; James Cammock in afternoon.  There 
will be a potluck luncheon with a 12:45 service. 
Please bring a potluck dish and/or dessert.  
 
Sun. 10/9: Brandon Starling and his family will 
be here! 
 
10/9: Youth Devo at the home of the Jobes. Girls 
bring desserts, boys bring drinks.  
 
10/16: A welcome fellowship honoring the Star-
ling family will be held after evening services. 
Please bring sandwiches. A cake will be provided. 
 
Oct. 30-Nov. 1: Midtown will be hosting an evan-
gelism seminar with guest speaker Rob Whitacre. 
There will be a potluck luncheon after morning 
service with a 1pm afternoon service.   
 
 
Area Events (More info on the bulletin board in 
the hallway): 
 
Oct. 7-9: Creation & Evolution Seminar at Weber 
Road 
 
Oct. 15: Saturday Workshop for Bible class teach-
ers at Mathis church of Christ Ladies Day. 
 
Oct. 16-21: A Faith that Counts by Patrick Ham-
mock hosted by Goliad church of Christ. 
 
Nov. 12: Bible Bowl 2022 at Weber Road 
 

Prayer List 
 
Prayer Requests:  
Ken Marie who is having heart issues. Joyce Sa-
linas who is having health issues. 
 
 

Members 
Jeff Cannady, Les Daltry, Kin and Sandra Marie, 
Ann Pantel, Veronica Serenil, Clark Withers, Dee 
Gilpatrick, Faye Henderson. 
 

 

Service Roster 
Week of October 2, 2022 
 

Sunday Morning 
Scripture Reading ........................Fred Scherffius 
Song Leader .................................. Kevin Sheeran 
 
Opening Prayer ................................. Ken Dorries 
Closing Prayer................................. Jeff Cannady 
 
Lord’s Supper & Offering 
Bread ......................................... James Cammock 
Cup ......................................... Clifton Rutherford 
Offering ............................................... Ron White 
Assist .............................................Mike Atkinson 
Assist ............................................. Lupe Escojido  
Assist ............................................... Bryant Siegel  
 

Sunday Evening 
Song Leader ............................ Kirk FitzSimmons 
 
Opening Prayer ............................... Steve Randle 
Closing Prayer........................... James Cammock  
 
Lord’s Supper & Offering…………. Lupe Escojido, 
Bryant Siegel 
 

Wednesday Evening 
Adult Class ................................ James Cammock 
Song Leader .......................................... Rick Bass 
Devotional ........................................ Doug Jobes 
 

Other 
Prepare Communion .................................... Bass 
 

Congregational News 
Birthdays 
Tamyra Carroll..…......………….....……..…...…Oct. 1 
Joyce Faires …......……………...……..…………..Oct. 2 
Sandra Mericle.....……………...……..…………..Oct. 7 
Sally Law……....…......……………...……..…...…Oct. 8 
 

Anniversaries 
Scott & Mickey DeDear…………...……..…...…Oct. 7 

 
 

If you have any prayer requests or upcoming  

events to be announced, please contact our  

secretary, Nina Siegel, at (361) 573-0030. 

Food Helpers for the month of Oct.    -  Team B.   



Service Times 
Sunday Morning Bible Class……………….9:00 a.m. 
Sunday Morning Worship………………...10:00 a.m. 
Sunday Evening Worship…………….……..5:00 p.m. 
Wednesday Bible Class……………………….7:00 p.m. 
  

Attendance Records 
Week of September 25, 2022 
 
A.M. Bible Class…………………………...………..….62 

A.M. Worship…………………….……….…….……….89 
P.M. Worship……………………………….……..…....62 
Wednesday Bible Class……..…………..…..……....59 

 
 
Financial information is located on the bulletin 

board in the hallway.  
 
 
 

Supported Works 
John & Carla Moore Bible Land Passages 
B.K. York Southwest School of Bible Studies 

5901 N. Main 
Victoria, TX 77904 
361-573-0030 
 

Weekly Communication!  To receive the Midtown Messenger and other congregational news to your inbox each 
week, please email events.midtowncoc@gmail.com. 

Our Elders 
Mark FitzSimmons 
Ron White  
 

Our Deacons 
James Cammock—Evangelism 
Lupe Escojido— Benevolence 
Bryant Siegel—Education and Finance 
 

 
 

Weekly Reading 
“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to 

forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all  
unrighteousness.” 

1 John 1:9 
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