
Basic Facts From … FIRST TIMOTHY (Part 2) 
By: Dave Rogers 

S ome of the most specific biblical 
instructions about prayer appear in 1 
Timothy 2. Here, the Holy Spirit not only 

gives us direction about the various “types” of 
prayers we may employ, he also points us 
toward some of the “objects” for whom our 
spirits and voices should be raised in prayer. 
While Paul does not give an exhaustive list of 
“prayer topics” in this context, the words of 
verses 1-2 show that the prayers we offer to our 
Father will vary according to our circumstances. 
In other words, supplications – prayers of “deep 
and urgent need” – are not the same as 
intercessions – prayers on behalf of another – 
and these are distinct from giving of thanks – 
expressions of gratitude for blessings received. 
Likewise, the mention of kings and “those in 
authority” (governor, mayor, police officer, dog-
catcher, etc.) is not merely for their benefit, but 
shows that we may prosper as a result of 
praying for them, too! Notice that Paul goes on 
in verses 3-4 to point out that a diligent prayer 
life is pleasing to God (one might say that He 
“likes to hear from His children”)! We should 
also not miss the point (vs. 4) that the “all” for 
whom God desires salvation would include 
these rulers; even a king or a congressman 
needs to be a Christian to go to heaven.  
 
Another important point (vs. 5) is that Jesus 
Christ is the EXCLUSIVE “mediator” between 
God and men. A “mediator” is one who stands 
between two adversaries – a “go-between,” 
whose purpose is to reconcile the differences 
that separate them. This statement is important 

because of doctrines in Christendom – such as 
the Roman Catholic church’s teachings about 
Mary and about saints – that lead people to 
believe that someone other than Jesus Himself 
can act in this role. There is no biblical example 
of this, nor any biblical authorization for anyone 
else to act in Jesus’ place between God and man. 
A fundamental requirement to be qualified to 
act as a mediator, and a principle recognized 
even in our own civil laws, is that the mediator 
must be “equally” related to both adversaries (in 
civil law, this is called being “neutral and 
disinterested”), and only Jesus – God in the 
flesh (John 1:14; Philippians 2:6-8; 1 Timothy 
3:16) – meets this qualification. To suggest that 
anyone else could fill this role; whether Mary, 
someone designated as a “saint” by some 
denomination, or a self-proclaimed “prophet” 
such as Mohammed, implies that sin is “not that 
big a deal,” and it diminishes the Father’s gift in 
giving Jesus to die for us.  
 
Many people also misread verse 8, as a 
prescription that we should “raise our hands” 
when we pray. If we simply read on, however, to 
the end of the sentence (to the end of verse 10), 
we find that Paul is actually comparing the 
moral character of Christian men (e.g., those 
who lead the saints in praying), and the general 
behavior of Christian women. The point is that 
both men (those authorized by God to occupy 
public leadership roles in the church) and 
women are to maintain the same high standard 
of Christian conduct! Grammatically, the word 
“holy” is an adjective which describes the 

Volume 5, Issue 33                                                     August 14, 2022 



It’s More Than A Song For Children 
Article Selected 

T hose songs which we sang years ago can 
easily be laid aside, and we forget their 
powerful messages. Paul talked about 

“putting away childish things” (1 Cor. 13:11), but 
this has nothing to do with forgetting those vital 
truths we learned even before we went to 
school. Look at one of those songs. 
 
“This little light of mine…” or in another 
version, “This little Christian light of 
mine” (even though they are not yet Christians}, 
is at the beginning of the song. It is not just 
children who have a light, Jesus wants all of us 
to be the light of the world (Matt. 5:14). We are 
lights because we are followers of the Light 
(John 9:5). We reflect His glory into the world 
of darkness. We must not overlook just how 
powerful “this little Christian light” of mine is. 
When Jesus said, “You are the light of the 
world,” the word “you” is plural (KJV—Ye are 
the light) but the word “light” is singular. By 
yourself you may think you have no influence on 
others, but never forget that a city (composed of 
many lights) cannot be hidden. 
 
“All around the neighborhood…” is where 
I’m gonna let it shine. We all live in a different 
“hood,” and this is why we must see the lost 
souls on our streets, in our workplace and in 
every shop we visit. Remember how Jesus 
described what it means to love your neighbor. 
The man who helped the battered man beside 
the road to Jericho was not from that “hood.” In 
fact, he was from another nation (a Samaritan), 
yet he was the one who Jesus described as the 
neighbor. Your “hood” begins at your front door 
and follows you to every place you go each day. 
“Hide it under a bushel…” Jesus said we 
should put our lights on a candlestick to give 
light to all of those in the house. Not just some, 

but all in the house! There is no selectivity in 
choosing those who see our lights. There is a 
consistency of character that is determined, not 
by the audience, but by our moral fiber. Men in 
darkness may hate the light (John 3:19-20), but 
we are not “secret” Christians. 
 
“Don’t let Satan…” put it out. Paul says that 
we wrestle against “the god of this age” 
“blinded” those who are unbelievers (2 Cor. 4:4) 
and this god will do all he can to keep our lights 
hidden “…lest the light of the gospel of the glory 
of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine 
on them” (4:4). Far too many Christians have let 
Satan hide their lights under a bushel. 
 
“I’m gonna let it shine, let it shine, let it 
shine.” Shining our lights demands we make a 
firm decision about what we are “gonna” do! 
Have you faithfully done this? Perhaps we 
should not have forgotten the words of this 
song. It may not be a children’s song after all! 

“character” of the hands; it has nothing to do 
with posture or elevation of the hands. To suggest 
that Paul is saying “you should hold your hands 
up when you pray” is to fundamentally 
misunderstand the point here (a comparison of 
the moral character and faithfulness of men in 
prayer with that of women who dress modestly 
and exhibit selfcontrol). We should also note 

there that “men” in verse 8 and “women” in verse 
9 are genderspecific words (males vs. females); 
they are not generically-inclusive terms 
(“people”). This is what provides the contrast 
Paul uses to make his point.  

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor.%2013.11
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt.%205.14
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%209.5
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%203.19-20
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Cor.%204.4


Upcoming Events 
 
 
TODAY: B.K. York will be preaching our morning 
worship hour.  
 
TODAY!: Youth devotional after evening services 
at the building. Boys bring drinks, girls bring des-
serts.  
 
Friday, Aug. 26: Family Fellowship Night at the 
building at 6:30pm. Please bring finger foods and 
games.  
 
Sunday, Aug. 28: Ben Moseley will be our guest 
speaker for the day.  
 
 
Area Events (More info on the bulletin board in 
the hallway): 
 
Aug. 20: Ladies Day at Portland church of Christ 
 
 
 

Prayer List 
 
Prayer Requests:  
Please remember those that are dealing with ill-
nesses right now.  
 
 
 

Members 
Jeff Cannady, Les Daltry, Kin and Sandra Marie, 
Ann Pantel, Veronica Serenil, Clark Withers, Dee 
Gilpatrick, Faye Henderson. 
 

 

Service Roster 
Week of August 14, 2022 
 

Sunday Morning 
Scripture Reading .......................... Will Burleson 
Song Leader .................................. Kevin Sheeran 
 
Opening Prayer ..................... Mark FitzSimmons 
Closing Prayer........................... James Cammock 
 
Lord’s Supper & Offering 
Bread ............................................... Bryant Siegel 
Cup ............................................ James Cammock 
Offering ......................................... Lupe Escojido 
Assist .............................................. Willie Fossati 
Assist ................................................... Jack Jobes  
Assist ...................................... Luke FitzSimmons  
 

Sunday Evening 
Song Leader .................................... Jeff Cannady 
 
Opening Prayer ................................. Doug Jobes 
Closing Prayer................................. Jeff Cannady 
 
Lord’s Supper & Offering…………. ... James Cam-
mock, Willie Fossati 
 

Wednesday Evening 
Adult Class .................................... Lupe Escojido 
Song Leader ............................ Kirk FitzSimmons 
Devotional .................................... Lupe Escojido 
 

Other 
Prepare Communion .................................... Bass 
 

Congregational News 
Birthdays 
Scarlet Atkinson……...…………………..……...Aug. 14 
Lupe Escojido……………………………………...Aug. 14 
Raider Stryker……………………………………..Aug. 19 
Pam Archer…………………………………………Aug. 20 
Pat Atkinson……………………………..………..Aug. 20 
 

Anniversaries 
Mike & Julia Atkinson..………………..……...Aug. 14 

If you have any prayer requests or upcoming  

events to be announced, please contact our  

secretary, Nina Siegel, at (361) 573-0030. 

Food Helpers for the month of August    -  Team B.   

James and Emily Cammock are pleased to 

announce the birth of their son,  

Thomas Arthur, born on August 5th. He 

weighed 7 lbs. 11 ounces and 21 inches long. 



Service Times 
Sunday Morning Bible Class……………….9:00 a.m. 
Sunday Morning Worship………………...10:00 a.m. 
Sunday Evening Worship…………………..5:00 P.M. 
Wednesday Bible Class……………………….7:00 p.m. 
  

Attendance Records 
Week of August 7, 2022 
 
A.M. Bible Class……………………………………..….49 

A.M. Worship…………………….…………….……….69 
P.M. Worship……………………………………..…....43 
Wednesday Bible Class……..………….…..……....43 

Offering week of August 7, 2022...….........$2,854 
 
 

Supported Works 
John & Carla Moore Bible Land Passages 
B.K. York Southwest School of Bible Studies 

5901 N. Main 
Victoria, TX 77904 
361-573-0030 
 

Weekly Communication!  To receive the Midtown Messenger and other congregational news to your inbox each 
week, please email events.midtowncoc@gmail.com. 

Our Elders 
Mark FitzSimmons 
Ron White  
 

Our Deacons 
James Cammock—Evangelism 
Lupe Escojido— Benevolence 
Bryant Siegel—Education and Finance 
 

 
 

Weekly Reading 
“For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness 

to everyone who believes.” 
Romans 10:4 

midtowncoc.org 


