
Basic Facts From … FIRST TIMOTHY (Part 1) 
By: Dave Rogers 

T he scholarly community generally 
describes the letters Paul wrote to Timothy 
and Titus as the “pastoral” epistles. This is 

not really an accurate description because it 
derives from the denominational concept of a 
preacher as being THE “pastor” of a 
congregation. The new testament shows a 
distinctly different picture of the church, with 
each congregation having multiple 
“pastors” (i.e., shepherds, elders, overseers), not 
the “one-man-rule” so common in modern 
denominationalism. (Acts 14:23 shows clearly 
that each individual congregation had plural 
elders.) Perhaps a more accurate description of 
these letters would be to call them the 
“preachers’” epistles. These letters were penned 
by the aging apostle to two younger evangelists 
to provide both advice/instruction and 
encouragement, as they encountered various 
challenges in the church.  
 
One of Paul’s first points to Timothy stresses the 
authenticity of his position as an apostle of the 
Lord (1 Timothy 1:1 & 12). Verses 13-16 show the 
probable reason for this, as Paul acknowledges 
the obvious “disconnect” between his former life 
as a persecutor of Christians, and his current 
dedication to the Lord. In verse 16 Paul says 
ONE reason for his role as an apostle was so 
that he could be a living illustration of God’s 
ability to save anyone, regardless of how “bad” 
they might have been in their former life.  
 
In chapter 1:3-7, Paul emphasizes that Timothy 
needed to correct some of the Ephesian 

Christians (with whom he was working), to 
prevent them from teaching a doctrine that was 
“different” or “other” from the gospel Paul had 
taught them. Timothy also needed to “stabilize” 
them in the faith, so that they would not give 
credence to myths and claims about family 
connections (“endless genealogies”). Paul’s 
instruction here emphasizes that Christians 
ought to be in agreement in what we believe and 
teach others (we are to “speak the same thing” 
and not be divided, 1 Corinthians 1:10), and the 
fact that a person’s cultural or family “history” 
doesn’t “count,” in getting us into heaven! (He 
goes on to point out that these things often 
cause division in the church instead of drawing 
us closer together.) We are not at liberty to hold 
our own opinions in matters where the Lord has 
spoken – doing so puts us in the position of 
holding a “different doctrine.” Likewise, being a 
third-, fifth-, or even a tenth-generation 
Christian doesn’t insure my standing with the 
Lord: Each of us is responsible for ourselves, 
and must live up to the Lord’s high calling for us 
(Philippians 3:14).  
 
At the end of 1 Timothy 1, Paul mentions that 
several Christians – including two brothers in 
particular, Hymenaeus and Alexander – had 
“made shipwreck” of their faith. This is an 
interesting and important description because it 
is an “active” verb; it is not merely a “vivid” 
image, it also shows that their spiritual 
condition resulted from their own actions, and it 
shows the magnitude of what they had done to 
themselves, spiritually! While Paul doesn’t give 
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A Psalm For Life 
Article Selected 

W hen you get a new Bible as a gift, many 
times it is signed by the giver. Often, 
they might cite or quote a passage they 

think is important or helpful. This happened for 
me, and the passage that was referenced is one 
that I have gone back to over and over again in 
my life. No matter my age or situation, it has 
been a constant help and reminder. 
“How blessed is the man who does not walk in 
the counsel of the wicked, nor stand in the path 
of sinners, nor sit in the seat of scoffers” (Psa. 
1:1)! This verse was written with great 
exclamation. Literally it is, “O the happiness of 
the one that…” It is not just a pious statement of 
depriving oneself of corrupt company but a 
statement of the happiness that comes when 
they are avoided. 
 
“But his delight is in the law of the Lord, and in 
His law he meditates day and night” (Psa. 1:2). 
Joy or delight is found not in corrupt company 
and any their exploits but in the word of the 
Lord—the delight of a life lived in close 
connection with God’s guidance. 
“He will be like a tree firmly planted by streams 
of water, which yields its fruit in its season and 
its leaf does not wither; And in whatever he 
does, he prospers” (Psa. 1:3).  
 
Then, we are reminded of the results of that 
kind of life. Be careful that we read this in the 
right context. This is not a health and wealth 
gospel. If we are living our life in step with the 
Lord, bad things will still happen and not 
everything will go our way. Look at the life of 
Paul, for example. However, the prosperity that 
we seek needs to be seen in the context of the 
spiritual reward that we seek. 
 
“The wicked are not so, but they are like chaff 

which the wind drives away. Therefore the 
wicked will not stand in the judgment, Nor 
sinners in the assembly of the righteous. For the 
LORD knows the way of the righteous, but the 
way of the wicked will perish” (Psa. 1:4-6). 
Lastly, we are reminded that the results of not 
following after God are the opposite of the 
righteous life. The fact that judgment is 
mentioned and not simply stating what they do 
won’t prosper means that the spiritual realm is 
what is in focus and not wealth and prosperity 
that many might emphasize. The unrighteous 
will not be numbered among God’s special 
treasure. This is yet another reminder that there 
is not a third gray area with God. You are either 
His righteous one or a sinner and alienated 
from His promises of future glory. 
 
This has been a great passage to help keep my 
focus and priorities right. Not all that shimmers 
is gold. We get to live the best life walking with 
God. I challenge you to find your touchstone 
passage that is memorized and on quick recall. 
 

 

specific details of how these Christians damaged 
their relationship with God (vs. 20 implies that 
they blasphemed), his words indicate that they 
had “ruined” themselves spiritually, putting 
themselves in a position that would normally be 
beyond hope. He singles out Hymenaeus and 
Alexander as examples who were “handed over” 
or “surrendered” to Satan so that they could 

experience the full consequences of their sins and 
thus learn (through harsh experience) to avoid 
such sins. In this, we need to see and remember 
that the burden of responsibility to repent always 
lies on those who err, not on those seeking to 
correct them; only they could make the choice to 
“save themselves.”  

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps.%201.1
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps.%201.1
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps.%201.2
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps.%201.3
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps.%201.4-6


Upcoming Events 
 
 
TODAY!: Fellowship meal after morning worship 
and a 12:45pm afternoon service. 
 
Sunday, Aug. 14: Youth devotional after evening 
services 
 
Friday, Aug. 26: Family Fellowship Night at the 
building at 6:30pm. Please bring finger foods and 
games.  
 
Sunday, Aug. 28: Ben Moseley will be our guest 
speaker for the day.  
 
 
Area Events (More info on the bulletin board in 
the hallway): 
 
Aug. 20: Ladies Day at Portland church of Christ 
 
 
 

Prayer List 
 
Prayer Requests:  
Zachary Serenil, Veronica and Eddie Serenil’s 
son, who is having health issues.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Members 
Jeff Cannady, Les Daltry, Kin and Sandra Marie, 
Ann Pantel, Veronica Serenil, Clark Withers, Dee 
Gilpatrick, Faye Henderson. 
 

 

Service Roster 
Week of August 7, 2022 
 

Sunday Morning 
Scripture Reading .........................Mike Atkinson 
Song Leader ...................................... Doug Jobes 
 
Opening Prayer ................................. Ken Dorries 
Closing Prayer................................... Dan Fielder 
 
Lord’s Supper & Offering 
Bread ............................................... Bryant Siegel 
Cup ............................................ James Cammock 
Offering ......................................... Lupe Escojido 
Assist .............................................. Willie Fossati 
Assist ................................................... Jack Jobes  
Assist ...................................... Luke FitzSimmons  
 

Sunday Evening 
Song Leader .................................. Kevin Sheeran 
 
Opening Prayer ..................... Mark FitzSimmons 
Closing Prayer................................. Steve Randle 
 
Lord’s Supper & Offering…………. ... James Cam-
mock, Willie Fossati 
 

Wednesday Evening 
Adult Class ...................................... Bryant Siegel 
Song Leader .......................................... Rick Bass 
Devotional ...................................... Bryant Siegel 
 

Other 
Prepare Communion .................................... Bass 
 

Congregational News 
Birthdays 
Will Burleson…………...…………………..……...Aug. 11 
 
 

If you have any prayer requests or upcoming  

events to be announced, please contact our  

secretary, Nina Siegel, at (361) 573-0030. 

Food Helpers for the month of August    -  Team B.   
Compassion Card Program: 

If you know of a non-Christian who is in need 

of encouragement, and lives within a 30-mile 

radius of Victoria, please see James Cam-

mock.  



Service Times 
Sunday Morning Bible Class……………….9:00 a.m. 
Sunday Morning Worship………………...10:00 a.m. 
Sunday Evening Worship…………………..5:00 P.M. 
Wednesday Bible Class……………………….7:00 p.m. 
  

Attendance Records 
Week of July 31, 2022 
 
A.M. Bible Class……………………………………..….71 

A.M. Worship…………………….…………………….100 
P.M. Worship…………………………………………....66 
Wednesday Bible Class……..…………..…..……....48 

Offering week of July 31, 2022.……….........$3,706 
 
 

Supported Works 
John & Carla Moore Bible Land Passages 
B.K. York Southwest School of Bible Studies 

5901 N. Main 
Victoria, TX 77904 
361-573-0030 
 

Weekly Communication!  To receive the Midtown Messenger and other congregational news to your inbox each 
week, please email events.midtowncoc@gmail.com. 

Our Elders 
Mark FitzSimmons 
Ron White  
 

Our Deacons 
James Cammock—Evangelism 
Lupe Escojido— Benevolence 
Bryant Siegel—Education and Finance 
 

 
 

Weekly Reading 
“I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mer-

cies of God, that you present your bodies a living 
sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your 

reasonable service.” 
Romans 12:1 

 

midtowncoc.org 


