
What Mean These Stones?  
By: Ronnie Scherffius 

And those twelve stones, which 
they took out of Jordan, did 
Joshua pitch [set up] in Gilgal. 
And he spake unto the children of 
Israel, saying, When your children 
shall ask their fathers in time to 
come, saying, What mean these 
stones? Then ye shall let your 
children know, saying, Israel came 
over this Jordan on dry land. For 
the Lord your God dried up the 
waters of Jordan from before you, 
until ye were passed over, as the 
Lord your God did to the Red sea, 
which he dried up from before us, 
until we were gone over: That all 
the people of the earth might 
know the hand of the Lord, that it 
is mighty: that ye might fear the 
Lord your God for ever (Josh. 4:20
–24).  

Israel’s crossing the Jordan River was a 
memorable event in the nations history. It 
marked another chapter in the fulfillment of 
God’s promise to give the land to Abraham’s 
descendants (Gen. 12:6-7; 17:8; 26:3; et al), and 
the circumstances surrounding their crossing 
(Josh. 3:14-17) served as a declaration to the 
Canaanites that the people of God had arrived 
(Josh. 2:1-11). The crossing of the Jordan River 
has also been an inspiration to songwriters. 
How familiar are the words: “On Jordan’s 
stormy banks I stand, and cast a wishful eye; To 
Canaan’s fair and happy land, where my 
possessions lie” (Samuel Stennett, 1787). 

So grand and meaningful was that day, that 
Joshua ordered twelve stones be set up, both as 
a memorial of the event itself and to serve as a 
means to teach future generations of God’s 
power and faithfulness. Much like our Vietnam 
Memorial in Washington D.C., the memorial 
would cause children to ask, “What mean these 
stones?” and provide an opportunity for their 
fathers to instruct them in the ways of God. 

There are other occasions in Israel’s history 
where we find special emphasis placed on 
teaching children about God (Ex. 12:26; Deut. 
6:7, 20; Psalm 78:3-6; Isa. 38:19), and we 
ourselves have received an admonition from the 
inspired apostle to do the same (Eph. 6:4). As a 
people of God, are we taking heed to this grand 
admonition to teach our children of the God of 
heaven? Are we seizing every opportunity to 
cause them to remember the faithfulness of God 
and the sacrifices of the Savior? Better still, are 
we “setting up stones” that will create 
opportunities for us to build up a faith in our 
children so that they might fear the Lord God 
for ever? 

Can our children ask “What mean these stones” 
when we fail faithfully to insure they are 
regularly given opportunities to hear about the 
spiritual matters? Do we bring them to Bible 
classes, worship services, and involve them in 
youth activities? And what about gospel 
meetings—not only ours but those of sound 
congregations in the area?! Remember when 
families travelled to attend gospel meetings? 
Today, families spend more time on the ball 

Volume 5, Issue 30                                 July 24, 2022 



“But God, We Used A New Cart!”  
Article Selected 

D uring the reign of King David, he wanted 
to bring the ark of God back from Kirjath 
Jearim, where it had been “since the 

days” of Saul (1 Chron. 13:1-3). They planned 
a celebratory time of great joy, including making 
sure that they secured “a new cart” upon which 
to transport the ark (13:7). Why does the Bible 
give us the detail that it was “a new cart”? The 
fact that they transported the ark on a cart at all 
demonstrates their disobedience. Why tell us it 
was “new”? 
 
The Bible does not say this, but sometimes 
wording used in the Bible makes the mind 
turn. Perhaps they had reasoned among 
themselves, “Let’s find the very best cart that we 
can! No expense will be spared! It’s for the ark 

of God, after all!” 
 
You know that its “newness” and beauty did not 
matter one iota! Wrong is wrong, no matter 
what it looks like! Perhaps that’s part of the 
lesson we are to learn. If our service to the Lord 
looks good to us but not to Him, then disastrous 
consequences await (Matt. 7:21-23)!   

field, basketball court, or vacation than feeding 
on the Word of God. 

Many curiosities and questions arise in the minds 
of youth when hearing such inspired accounts as 
the creation, the fall of man in the Garden of 
Eden, the global flood, the ten plagues, Israel’s 
crossing the Red Sea, and the fall of Jericho. 
What great questions arise in the hearts of our 
children when they observe their parents 
partaking of the Lord’s Supper, giving of their 
means every Lord’s day, or hearing the gospel 
proclaimed from the pulpit! What golden 
opportunities are missed when we fail to set up 
stones by faithfully providing opportunities for 
our children to hear the Word of God! 

Can our children ask “What mean these stones” if 
we do not live before them daily the Christian life 
and make decisions that focus their attention on 
spiritual matters rather than worldly? Imagine 
the great opportunities to teach the fear of the 
Lord when asked such questions as, “Why do we 
not go to the beach?” or “Why do we always go to 
a private beach?” “Why am I not allowed to go 
school dances?” “Why cannot I not go swimming 
when both girls/boys are present?” “Why do you 
not drink alcohol like Johnnie’s parents?” “Why 
do we attend worship services even when we are 
on vacation?” “Why do we not watch that 
television program, everyone else does?” “Why do 
I have to miss ball practices/games when it is 
scheduled on Wednesday night?” How can our 

children ask, “What mean these stones?” if we fail 
to set up memorial stones of faithfulness to God 
in our own lives? 

And IF our children ask “What mean these 
stones,” will we be able to give a Bible answer to 
establish them in the faith of God’s Word? The 
Hebrews writer rebuked his readers saying, “For 
when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye 
have need that one teach you again which be the 
first principles of the oracles of God” (Heb. 5:12). 
We ought rather to be as Abraham, of whom the 
Lord said, “For I know him, that he will 
command his children and his household after 
him, and they shall keep the way of the 
Lord” (Gen. 18:19). How can we bring our 
children up “in the nurture and admonition of 
the Lord” if we ourselves are destitute of Bible  
knowledge and lacking in spiritual 
understanding? 

“What mean these stones?” Brethren, let us 
purpose in our hearts and prepare ourselves to be 
able soundly to teach our children, to live a life 
before them that is characterized by godliness, 
and to provide for them opportunities to study 
and to learn about their Creator. Let us set up, 
not stones of stumbling, but rather memorial 
stones that will direct their hearts and minds to 
their Savior and King.  

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Chron.%2013.1-3
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt.%207.21-23


Upcoming Events 
 
Sunday, July 31: Going away reception for the 
Scherffius family will include an Ice Cream Social 
following the evening services.  Please bring a 
plate of sandwiches and/or ice cream. There will 
be a basket for cards. 
 
Sunday, Aug. 7: Fellowship meal after morning 
worship and a 12:45pm afternoon service. 
 
 
Area Events (More info on the bulletin board in 
the hallway): 
 
 
Aug. 5-7: Discipleship University 
 
 
 

Prayer List 
 
Prayer Requests:  
 
David Clifton, Allen Clifton’s brother, who was 
diagnosed with brain, lung and back cancer. He 
will be undergoing Chemotherapy and is at MD 
Anderson hospital now.  
 
 
 
 

Members 
Jeff Cannady, Les Daltry, Kin and Sandra Marie, 
Ann Pantel, Veronica Serenil, Clark Withers, Dee 
Gilpatrick, Faye Henderson. 
 

 
 
 

Service Roster 
Week of July 24, 2022 
 

Sunday Morning 
Scripture Reading .......................... Will Burleson 
Song Leader .................................Fred Scherffius 
 
Opening Prayer ..................................... Rick Bass 
Closing Prayer................................... Doug Jobes 
 
Lord’s Supper & Offering 
Bread ................................................... Ron White 
Cup ........................................ Mark FitzSimmons 
Offering ................................... Ronnie Scherffius 
Assist ......................................... James Cammock 
Assist ............................................... Bryant Siegel  
Assist ............................................. Lupe Escojido  
 

Sunday Evening 
Song Leader .................................... Jeff Cannady 
 
Opening Prayer ................................. Doug Jobes 
Closing Prayer........................... James Cammock 
 
Lord’s Supper & Offering…………. Lupe Escojido,  
Bryant Siegel 
 

Wednesday Evening 
Adult Class ......................................... John Baker 
Song Leader ............................ Kirk FitzSimmons 
Devotional ......................................... John Baker 
 

Other 
Prepare Communion ................................ Randle 
 

Congregational News 
Birthdays 
Guadalupe Rodriguez..……………...………....July 24  
Mike Atkinson……….………………...…….…....July 26  
Izzy, Kaylee, Athena Scherffius………..…….July 27 
 

Anniversaries 
Tam & Pam Archer………..……...……...….....July 28  
 

If you have any prayer requests or upcoming  

events to be announced, please contact our  

secretary, Nina Siegel, at (361) 573-0030. 

Food Helpers for the month of July    -  Team A.   



Service Times 
Sunday Morning Bible Class……………….9:00 a.m. 
Sunday Morning Worship………………...10:00 a.m. 
Sunday Evening Worship…………………..5:00 P.M. 
Wednesday Bible Class……………………….7:00 p.m. 
  

Attendance Records 
Week of July 17, 2022 
 
A.M. Bible Class……………………………………..….53 

A.M. Worship…………………….………………………76 
P.M. Worship…………………………………………....47 
Wednesday Bible Class……..…………..…..……....35 

Offering week of July 17, 2022.……….........$4,252 
 
 

Supported Works 
John & Carla Moore Bible Land Passages 
Anthony Scherffius Southwest School of Bible Studies 

5901 N. Main 
Victoria, TX 77904 
361-573-0030 
midtowncoc2017@gmail.com 

Weekly Communication!  To receive the Midtown Messenger and other congregational news to your inbox each 
week, please email events.midtowncoc@gmail.com. 

Our Elders 
Mark FitzSimmons 
Ronnie Scherffius 
Ron White  
 

Our Deacons 
James Cammock—Evangelism 
Lupe Escojido— Benevolence 
Bryant Siegel—Education and Finance 
 

Our Preacher 
Ronnie Scherffius 

 

Weekly Reading 
“But He, because He continues forever, has an 

unchangeable priesthood.” 
Hebrews 7:24 

midtowncoc.org 


