
Crushed by Envy 
By: Ronnie Scherffius 

T heagenes of Thasos, an ancient Greek 
Olympian from the 5th century B.C., was 
renowned for his extraordinary strength. 

He became distinguished in every kind of 
athletic contest, and gained numerous victories 
at the Olympian, Pythian (Delphi), and 
Isthmian (Corinth) games. He was said to have 
won 1300 crowns in the games and came to be 
known as The Prince of Wrestlers. 

The Greek traveller and geographer Pausanias, 
in his work The Description of Greece, 
recounted a rather curious incident in Greek 
history. It seems that a rival wrestler of 
Theagenes was so envious that he could not be 
consoled in any way. After Theagenes died, a 
statue of him was erected in a public place. His 
envious antagonist went out every night and 
wrestled with the statue, until one night he 
threw it over. The statue fell on him and crushed 
him to death. 

What a graphic picture of how envy destroys! 
Envy crushes and kills. Of Joseph’s brothers, 
Stephen declared “And the patriarchs, moved 
with envy, sold Joseph into Egypt: but God was 
with him” (Acts 7:9). The word “envy,” by 
definition, simply means “to feel displeasure at 
the sight of superior excellence, reputation or 
happiness enjoyed by another; to fret or grieve 
one’s self at the real or supposed superiority of 
another, and to hate him on that 
account” [Webster’s 1828 Dictionary]. Most 
would liken envy to jealousy, but it is much 
more. Envy is jealousy on steroids! 

Envy goes beyond jealousy in the sense that it 
causes one such despair at the happiness of 
others that the envious person wishes ill-will or 
misfortune on another because of the good that 
one has, which the envious person does not 
and/or cannot have. 

Envy may rear its ugly head in teenagers who 
desire the popularity, praise and athletic 
prowess their peers possess but they do not. We 
sometimes see such envy in youth simply 
because one’s best friend began to spend more 
time with other people! Christian adults must 
especially be aware not to allow envy to enter 
their lives. How easy it is to be envious of the co-
worker who gets the promotion when “I should 
have gotten it,” or the neighbor who has the 
house, boat, car, etc., which “I want but cannot 
afford.” 

Envy causes one to hate. Envy in one’s heart will 
cause them to despise and hate another so 
desperately that they wish them misfortune, and 
in worse cases, causes the misfortune to take 
place. Take time to read in your Bible just how 
often misfortune and even murder follows envy. 
Joseph was sold out of envy (Gen. 37:11). Jesus 
was murdered out of envy (Matt. 27:18). Paul 
was persecuted and cast into prison out of envy 
(Acts 13:45). 

Christians should never be envious of others, 
but rather, “rejoice with them that do 
rejoice” (Rom. 12:15). Paul admonished, “And 
they that are Christ’s have crucified the flesh 
with the affections and lusts. If we live in the 
Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. Let us not be 
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How Many Loaves Do You Have? 
Article Selected 

C ounting up all of the men, women and 
children, there were likely well over 
10,000 people who had “continued with” 

Jesus “three days” and had “nothing to 
eat” (Matt. 15:32). Jesus wanted to feed them, 
but the disciples said, “Where could we get 
enough bread?” WHERE? What a 
question! Jesus asked them, “How many loaves 
do you have?” (15:33-34). 
 
Think about being asked that question. “How 
many loaves do you have?” They answered, 
“Seven,” but they were likely thinking, “We only 
have SEVEN loaves for ALL these people!” 
 
Consider two things about the Lord in this 
context: (1) The Lord had supplied whatever 
number of loaves they already had. (2) The Lord 
would supply whatever number of loaves they 
would need to do His work.  Friend, let me ask 
you, “How many loaves do you have?” In other 
words: (1) What has the Lord already given 

you? (2) Do you trust that He will give you all 
that you need? Just as in Matthew 15:32, 
know that He has “compassion” on you!  

desirous of vain glory, provoking one another, 
envying one another” (Gal. 5:24-26). Whether 
envy ever burns in our hearts to such a degree 
that it causes us to hurt others or not, it is certain 
that a heart full of envy will destroy itself. An 
envious person will waste his life and his energy 
desiring what he does not have and what he 
cannot obtain. Beware and do not be crushed by 
envy. 

“Let not thine heart envy sinners: but be thou in 
the fear of the Lord all the day long” (Prov. 
23:17). 

“A sound heart is the life of the flesh: but envy 
the rottenness of the bones” (Prov. 14:30).  

Is Something Out Of Tune?  
Article Selected 

S ometimes it’s easy to point the finger at 
others and not make application to 
ourselves first. Sometimes we might use a 

verse to talk about other people and think it 
only applies to them (and not us). Before we 
ever censure others, we must first make the 
application to ourselves.  
 
Take Matthew 15:8 for example. We readily 
direct this at others, but what about you? What 
about me? Jesus described some “hypocrites” by 
saying, “These people draw near to Me with 
their mouth, and honor Me with their lips, but 

their heart is far from Me.” Could this describe 
us? 
Do we ever sit in worship and sing songs with 
our “mouth” but our “heart” is somewhere 
else? Do we ever speak about how important 
Jesus or His church is to us with our “lips” but 
our “heart” is singing another tune? God is 
listening to our hearts, and He knows if our 
words are not in sync with our hearts. If we’re 
going to apply this to others, let us examine 
ourselves first! May God help me to not be a 
“hypocrite” or to worship Him “in vain”!  

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt.%2015.32
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2015.32
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2015.8


Upcoming Events 
 
Sunday, July 10: Youth Devotional after evening 
services. Boys bring drinks, girls bring desserts. 
 
Friday, July 22: Family Fellowship night  at 
6:30pm at the building. Please bring finger foods 
and games.  
 
 
Area Events (More info on the bulletin board in 
the hallway): 
 
July 17-22: Peach Valley Youth Camp. Applica-
tions can be found online at peachvalleyaim.com 
 
 
Aug. 5-7: Discipleship University 
 
 
 

Prayer List 
 
Prayer Requests:  
Please pray for those that are having health is-
sues and our shut-ins.  
 
 
 
 
 

Members 
Jeff Cannady, Les Daltry, Kin and Sandra Marie, 
Ann Pantel, Veronica Serenil, Clark Withers, Dee 
Gilpatrick, Faye Henderson. 
 

 
 
 

Service Roster 
Week of July 3, 2022 
 

Sunday Morning 
Scripture Reading .........................Mike Atkinson 
Song Leader ...................................... Doug Jobes 
 
Opening Prayer ................................. Ken Dorries 
Closing Prayer........................ Clifton Rutherford 
 
Lord’s Supper & Offering 
Bread ................................................... Ron White 
Cup ........................................ Mark FitzSimmons 
Offering ................................... Ronnie Scherffius 
Assist ......................................... James Cammock 
Assist ............................................... Bryant Siegel  
Assist ............................................. Lupe Escojido  
 

Sunday Evening 
Song Leader ...................................... Ken Dorries 
 
Opening Prayer ............................... Steve Randle 
Closing Prayer..................................... Ron White 
 
Lord’s Supper & Offering…………. Lupe Escojido,  
Bryant Siegel 
 

Wednesday Evening 
Adult Class ................................ James Cammock 
Song Leader ............................ Kirk FitzSimmons 
Devotional ................................ James Cammock 
 

Other 
Prepare Communion ................................ Randle 
 

Congregational News 
Birthdays 
Della Rampley…....……………………...………....July 7  
 
 

Anniversaries 
Les & Sandra Daltry..….…..……...……...….....July 8  
Mark & Nia FitzSimmons...…………...……....July 9  

If you have any prayer requests or upcoming  

events to be announced, please contact our  

secretary, Nina Siegel, at (361) 573-0030. 

Food Helpers for the month of July    -  Team A.   



Service Times 
Sunday Morning Bible Class……………….9:00 a.m. 
Sunday Morning Worship………………...10:00 a.m. 
Sunday Evening Worship…………………..5:00 P.M. 
Wednesday Bible Class……………………….7:00 p.m. 
  

Attendance Records 
Week of June 26, 2022 
 
A.M. Bible Class……………………………………..….82 

A.M. Worship…………………….………………………94 
P.M. Worship…………………………………………....57 
Wednesday Bible Class……..…………..…..……....58 

Offering week of June 26, 2022.………........$3,197 
 
 

Supported Works 
John & Carla Moore Bible Land Passages 
Anthony Scherffius Southwest School of Bible Studies 

5901 N. Main 
Victoria, TX 77904 
361-573-0030 
midtowncoc2017@gmail.com 

Weekly Communication!  To receive the Midtown Messenger and other congregational news to your inbox each 
week, please email events.midtowncoc@gmail.com. 

Our Elders 
Mark FitzSimmons 
Ronnie Scherffius 
Ron White  
 

Our Deacons 
James Cammock—Evangelism 
Lupe Escojido— Benevolence 
Bryant Siegel—Education and Finance 
 

Our Preacher 
Ronnie Scherffius 

 

Weekly Reading 
“Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in 

the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of 
sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy 

Spirit.” 
Acts 2:38 

midtowncoc.org 


